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CHAPTER VIII. 



PUBLIC, SOCIETY, AND SCHOOL LIBEAEIES.^ 



References to preceding reports of tlio United States Bureau of Education, in which 
this subject has been treated: In annual reports, 1870, pp. 541, 542; 1871, pp. 668- 
677; 1872, pp. liii-lvii, 820-887; 1873, pp. Ixxxviii-xciv, 729-763; 1874, pp. Ixxxvii- 
xcii, 753-793; 1875, pp. civ-cvii, 797-883; 1876, pp. cxxiii-cxxv, 777-779; 1877, pp. 
cxxxi-cxlii, 583-585; 1878, pp. cxxii, 599-600 ; 1879, pp. clvii-clviii, 618-619 ; 1880, 
pp. clxvi-clxvu, 738-741 ; 1881, pp. cci-cciv, 668-671; 1882-83, pp. clxxxv-clxxxviii, 
694-699; 1883-84, pp. clxxxiii-clxxxiv, 724-737; 1884-85, pp. ccxxix-ccxxx, 691- 
782; 1885-86, pp. 716-719; 1886-87, pp. 901-972; 1887-88, pp. 1031-1039; 1892-93, 
pp. 575-583, 691-1014; 1893-94, pp. 1503-1504; 1895-96, pp. 339-599. See also in 
each report statistics of libraries of schools and colleges. Eefcr also to index in 
each annual report from 1888-89 to 1895-96 for libraries in foreign countries. 

In special reports and circulars of information ; 1876, Public Libraries in the United 
States of America, their history, condition, and management, Part I, edited by 
S. 11. Warren and S. N. Clark, pp. xxxv, 1187; Rules for a printed Dictionary- 
Catalogue, Part II, by C. A. Cutter, pp. 89; Circular of Information No. 1, 1880, 
College Libraries as Aids to Instruction, by Justin Winsor and Otis H. Robin- 
sou, pp. 27; Circular of Information No. 1, 1881, Construction of Library Build- 
ings, by William Poole, pp. 26; 1881, Library Aids, by Samuel Green, pp. 10; 
1886, Statistics of Public Libraries in the United States, pp. 98, reprinted from 
1884-85 annual report; 1886, Special Report, New Orleans Exposition 1884-85, 
pp. 650-655; 1891, Rules for a Dictionary Catalogue, by Charles A. Cutter, pp. 
140; third edition, with corrections and additions, reprinted from the 1876 
special report; Circular of Information No. 7, 1893, Statistics of Public Libra- 
ries in the United States and Canada (in 1891), by Weston Flint, pp. 213; 1893, 
Catalogue of A. L. A. Library, 5,000 volumes, for a popular library, pp. 592; 
1896, Papers prepared for the World's Library Congress, held at the Colum- 
bian Exposition, edited by Melvil Dewey, pp. 691-1014, reprinted from annual 
report 1892-93. 

The public library is recognized as one of the great forces in modern educational 
progress. For nearly thirty years the United States Bureau of Education has con- 
stantly emi)hasized the importance of these institutions as aids to instruction. In 
every annual report from 1867-68 to the present year has appeared information 
relating to college and school libraries, and periodically the Bureau has published 
detailed statistics of public libraries. The annual report for 1870 contained a list 
of 161 principal libraries not including college libraries. The report for 1872 con- 
tained a list of 1,080 libraries of 1,000 or more volumes. A special effort was made 
in 1875 to obtain a list of all the libraries in the United States having 300 volumes 
and over. The list as printed in the report for that year included 3,648 libraries, 
and of these, 2,039 had 1,000 or mo.-e volumes. This list was also published in the 
great special report issued by this office in 1876. That report was a volume of about 
1,200 pages devoted to "Public Libraries in the United States of America, their 

^ By Alex Summers, Statistician of the Bureau. 
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History, Condition, and Management/' The volume contained 39 chapters by as 
many as twenty eminent specialists in subjects relating to libraries. In the annnal 
report for 1884-85 was published a list of 5,338 libraries of 300 or more voluniet; 
2,988 of these libraries had 1,000 or more volumes. This list was reprinted in a 
pamphlet of about 100 pages. A valuable chapter of about 70 pages appeared in 
the 1886-87 report devoted to "Libraries in the United States." The statistics of 
1,779 libraries were published in seven tables, classified as follows: (1) Free public 
lending libraries, (2) free public reference libraries, (3) free public school libraries, 
(4) free corporate lending libraries, (5) libraries of clubs, associations, etc., (6) sub- 
scription corporate libraries, and (7) circulating libraries proper. In 1893 this 
Bureau published 20,000 copies of a circular of information of 213 pages, giving 
the statistics of 3,503 public libraries in the United States having 1,000 volumes and 
over. The statistics collected were for the year 1891. Also in 1893 the Bureau pub- 
lished 20,000 copies of "Catalogue of A. L. A. Library, 5,000 volumes for a public 
library selected by the American Library Association and shown at the World's 
Columbian Exposition." So great was the demand for this publication that a sec- 
ond edition was printed in 1896. This special report contained about 600 pages. 
The papers prepared for the American Library Association for its annual meeting 
held at Chicago in 1893, and road before the World's Library Congress at the 
Columbian Exposition, were printed in the Education Report for 1892-93. These 
papers, which were prepared by about twenty leading members of the association, 
occupy 324 pages of the above-mentioned report, pages 691-1014. A small edition 
of the matter was reprinted in a separate pamphlet. One of the most popular 
publications of this Bureau is Cutter's Rules for a Dictionary Catalogue, which was 
published in 1876 as Part II of the special library report of that year. The third 
edition was published in 1891 in a pamphlet of 140 pages. The special report issued 
by this Bureau in 1886 on " Educational Exhibits and Conventions at the World's 
Industrial and Cotton Centennial Exposition, New Orleans, 1884-85," contained 
much valuable matter in relation to libraries. This report is now out of print, as 
are all the earlier reports above mentioned. In addition to the statistics of college 
and school libraries published every year in the annual reports of this Bureau since 
1870, many of the reports have contained valuable facts concerning libraries in 
foreign countries. This is particularly true of the reports from 1888-89 to 1895-96. 

STATISTICS FOR 1896. 

Five years having elapsed since the collection of statistics of public libraries pub- 
lished in Circular of Information No. 7, 1893, this Bureau sent out under date of April 
1, 1896, forms of inquiry to all the libraries reporting to this office in 1891 and to 
several thousand others. Efforts were made to secure the names of all the libraries 
in the United States, but it was the purpose to publish a list of only public and school 
libraries having 1,000 or more volumes. Nearly 10,000 addresses were obtained and 
from til is number about 8,000 responses were received. The number of libraries 
reporting 1,000 or more volumes was 4,026; the number reporting less than 1,000 
volumes but not less than 300 was 3,167, while nearly 1,000 had fewer than 300 vol- 
umes each. To obtain the 8,000 renorts it was necessarv to send out 15,000 blank 
forms between the 1st of April and the 1st of August. Not more than 50 per cent of 
the librarians responded promptly, and many hundreds ignored the recond and even 
the third requests for information. It is presumed, however, that most of the libraries 
from which no returns could be obtained were so small that those in charge of tbem 
did not deem them of sufficient importance to be included in the list. It is safe to 
assume that the list of 4,026 public and school libraries published in this report 
includes very nearly all the libraries in the United States having 1,000 or more 
volumes. (See page 366.) 
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Table 1. — Summars of elaliittca of puhlio, eociefy, and school Ulrarics of 1,000 roluma 

and over in 1896. 
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Table 2. — Summon; */ 'i 
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Table i. — Summary of etaliilica of piihlic, loeiety, avd school Uhrat 
and over in 1S96. 
GENERAL CLASSIFICATIOK OF LIBUAUIEil. 
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Table 5. — Summary of HtatxHticH of public, socief if, and school Uhrariea of 1,000 volumes 

and over in 1S96. 
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< 


IB 


5.351 


^ 


10,7ii 


72 


87,7ffi 


T. 


"~~ 




,- 


"^ 


^~ 


^ 






3t 




88 


83.102 




12s;i7i 


30 


BOS 31! 




23;2oi 


s 


71 


4s[sii' 


ID 


2^32; 
34! 951 


11 


30, BOI 


17: 


64.725 
3, Va, 528 


115 


5, 800; 03! 


34- 


11, SOS 

280.474 


B 






If 










175, 2S» 


9 


23i:7«0 




ao.oiM 


11 




29 Ui 


43 






Zii.3tt 




1,401,927 




1,063.150 








101 


2KJ.11I9 




220:361 








3,101,441 




1,2511,531 




2114, am 






t.Slfi 


32 












li 








U 


59 


K,3a3 




53,82" 


162 


isamo 


58 


2, 33 1; 3SI 




l,020;2flS 


171 


100:0*1 




? 


^J« 


,« 


n,0O4 

7,B3B 




^33J41 


i 


2, 107; OIK 





120,200 
980,000 


2,^ 


M(Si 


1? 








4.143 












s,2ai,oo< 


21 


so! 241 


18 


* 


1,045 






2; 


13, 2» 


« 


13,970 


5 




"2 




20 


'"• 






27 




4,52 




"■'fi 


asoo 






21 
















; 


10,861 




^■'*: 


n 












17!73! 














^ 


358 










3 27; BOO 


* 


31,500 




i;esi 


21 


J 


1,300 


12 


IB aw 




24.003 


J 52 000 




301,000 


28 


8 301 


2S 




a, IB- 










2| 21,751 


1 






7 32: 


2fl 




























































10'st2 


: 


2O0,«H 




i5o;uoo 






a 


1 


^'m 




4,28 


J 


11, IS 




laoi 






10 






"i 


ftsoo 


2,380 31 


























' 


•fg> 




38, oe; 




371. 0» 










91 




31 


2D1,D9B 


« 


1. 010, 487 


78, 31 J 34 
















211 oei 




440. 701 




35,222 35 




itu» 




K.5r 




7P7,20: 


r 


I. 383, Iff 


3< 






85,758 38 




1,M; 


"■ 






























124, 4S 


1 














13,' 70i 




B,6,T 




135,8? 




21*. 3B 


! 


boo; 000 


B( 


52.7041 30 






38 














217,501 




S5.08fli 40 






3U 


h.3a. 


« 


ibb'oji 


































: 


i;500 


42 




MO 


























aoo 










; 


1,101 




""'iifl,'3n6 








12 


1,137 


14 


injz 


38 


lOillB 
28,300 




25! 000 


I 


208; 500 
78,008 


30 


17; 088 


48 


\ 


2, 70' 






,; 


41 










J 


^0,2B4 






7,'o2; 


"i 


ii.'Boo 






48 




















2 




'"': 


151 




^ei 




4 15' 






















1.142 51 






: 










3^180 








1.1731 52 






















1 


2,282 63 








8:o3i 




ly^iw 








2«'.m 




l:.m 5* 




m 












so; 100 










16 




24 


10;261 


06 


223; 85; 


" 


70.113 


* 


!M;600 




60:010; 50 
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Tabls 7. — Snmntary of elaliBlUs of publie, aoiAety, and school libraries of !,a 
and over in 1S91. 

DISTRIBUTION OF LlIiBAKIES ASD OF VOUrMES. 



HoTtH AUantio 1> 



.h AtlBiiCic DlviBii 



}ktrlot Dl' Coinmbia! '. ', 



Dktrlotol Calnn 

Virginia 

West Virginia ... 
MortliCuallua.-. 
Boutii CaroliiLA. . . 

Gwrgift 

FlnriBft 

ODitaCruitnlBivlBici 



Boutli Dskola . . 
Nebrulia 

Fealem DlTisiDn;' 



Libra 



i,C,.. 



'1. »W B2, fl!2, 2r«) I 



27»! 511 



PUBLIC, SOOIETT, AND SCHOOL LIBBARIE8. 



DISTBrBDTION OF LIBRA.RIES AND (» 



rnltoel Staten 

Nortli AllKiitic Division . . . 
8oul.liAilRiilT;DlviBioii... 
Soallil'FirtiHLI'i'^mim ... 
jronliCBuiranuvialoB ---. 

SortI I -AtlanlldDivislon: 

Sev Hmnpiiliire 

UagBauliiiitntM 

KliodPl-Und , 

Hew York. .'.'.'.'.'.'..'.'.'.'.. 

Voir ierBuy 

PenDiylvBBia 

South Atlantic Dlrlnion; 

VaTjWady.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.','.'.. 
Diatil(.-t of Columbia.-. 

ViTglnla, 

WpHtVJralDla 

Nnrtb Carolina 

Ho 1 1 tb Carolina 

SSSffi:::::::::::;:::: 

South Central DivialoD : 

KBntnckj 

Tsnaeasee 

Arkangaa 

Oklahoma 

Horlh Central Division!' ' 

lUhlOlB.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

Michigan 

Minnesota.;'.!;*.!."!!!!; 

Miaao'uri !!!!!'.''.!*.'.!:; 

North Dahola 

South Dakolft 

Nobraata 

Montana 

Utah™!!!!!'.!!!!!!!!! 

Nevails 

Idaho 

Caii^urn'ta ;!!!.'!!!!!!;! 



KS. 051.872 e».05 

7 w7,7ai io,;ii 

4.<II5.0«T I e,4:i 
I.3IW.45I , 12,0^ 



2. Ml. 781 

83.703 
889.330 
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Table 9. — Summary of statistics of librarii's in 1875 of SOO volumes and over. 
NUMBER OF LIBRARIES AXD NUMBER OF VOLUMES. 



States and Territories. 



United States. 



North Atlantic Division 
South Atlantic Division. 
South Central Division .. 
North Central Division.. 
Western Division 



North Atlantic Division: 

Maine 

New Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachuset ts 

Rhode Ishind 

Connecticut 

New jTork 

Now Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

South Atlantic Division: 

Delaware 

Maryland 

District of Columhia . 

Virginia 

"West Virginia 

North Cart»lina 

South Carolina 

Gt'or^ia 

Florida 

South Central Division : 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Alahama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas , 

Arkansas 

Oklahoma , 

Indian Territory 

North Central Division : 

Ohio 

Indiana '... 

Illinois 

Michican , 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri . 

North Dakota , 

South Dakota 

Nebraska 

Kansas , 

Western Division: 

JSIontana 

AV voniing 

Colorado 

New Mexico , 

Arizona 

I'tah 

Nevada 

Idaho 



Washington . 

Oregon 

California ... 



Libraries having 1,000 
volumes and over. 



Libraries. 



2,039 



} 



1,127 

223 

138 

482 

69 



Volumes. 



11, 487, 778 



Libraries having less 
than 1,000 volumes. 



Libraries, i Volumes. 



1,609 



841, 748 



Total 
libraries. 



3,G48 



6, 714, 765 
1, 776, 099 

580,179 
2, 045, 797 

370, 938 



47 
54 
33 

307 
34 
07 

310 
63 

222 

7 
47 
46 
44 

9 
25 
16 
26 

3 

34 
37 
19 
10 
20 
15 
2 



119 
55 
98 
43 
41 
16 
42 
47 



7 
13 

1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
6 
47 



211,644 
190. 146 
119,483 

2, 128, 734 
210, 063 
394, 750 

1,980,445 
262, 993 

1, 216, 507 

41,300 
366,634 
756,288 
236. 955 

32,000 
113, 507 
107, 679 
109, 236 

12,500 

184,506 

125. 212 

55,090 

31,929 

126 812 

48. 607 

7,024 



1,000 

578, 736 
200 527 
424,231 
185,854 
169,004 
59,359 
121,500 
242, 614 

1,900 

24,264 
37,808 

1,250 
3.011 

10,997 
4,500 
2,000 
9 253 

15. 000 
1,846 
6.459 

25. 292 
290,730 



818 
128 
142 
455 
66 



431,.?57 
65, 708 
70. 654 

210. 527 
•Jli. 502 



38 
32 
32 

146 
22 
58 

307 
38 

145 

11 
30 
11 
19 
14 
12 
10 
18 
3 

38 
34 
12 
13 
11 
27 
4 



21, 136 
15, 607 
14,815 
78, 405 
i:}, 073 
29, 496 
167. 229 
17.938 
73.658 

5,740 
15, 707 
4,645 
10, 301 
0,575 
6,200 
5,782 
9.108 
1,650 

19. 710 
17, 533 
5,525 
6,581 
5.066 
13 024 
1, 625 



104 
78 
79 
46 
32 
23 
37 
40 



7 
6 

1 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 



1 

8 

40 



1,590 

56.463 
40.342 
42, 147 
25, 861 
15. 710 
13, 471 
18,760 
19,738 

1,983 

2,996 
3,056 

550 
1,475 
1,257 
1,485 

628 
1,600 
1,100 



500 

3,0.^0 

21, 257 



1,945 
351 
280 
937 
135 



Total 
volumes. 



12, 320, 526 

7, 146, 122 
1,841,807 

650 833 
2, 280. 324 

404, 440 



85 
86 
65 

453 
56 

125 

617 
91 

367 

18 
77 
67 
63 
23 
87 
26 
44 
6 

72 
71 
81 
23 
31 
42 
6 



223 
133 
177 
89 
73 
39 
79 
87 



14 
19 

2 
8 
8 
4 
3 
5 
6 
1 
2 
14 
87 



232, 780 
205, 753 
134.298 

2, 207, 139 
22:1, 1:16 
424 246 

2,147,674 
280, 931 

1,290,165 

47. 040 
382, 341 
760, 933 
247. 256 

38,575 
119. 707 
113, 461 
118. 344 

14. 150 

204. 215 
142. 745 

60.015 

38,510 

131.878 

61. o:ji 

8.649 



2,590 

635. 199 
240, 869 
466, :^78 
211, 715 
184, 714 
72, 830 
140, 260 
262, 352 

3,883 

27, 260 
40,864 

1,800 

4,486 

12,254 

5,985 

3, 228 

10. 853 

16, 100 

1.846 

6,959 

28, 942 
311, 987 
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Table 10. — Summary of statistics of libraries in 1885 of 300 volumes and over. 
NUMBER OF LIBRARIES AND NUMBER OF VOLUMES. 



States and Territories. 



Libraries having 1,000 
volumes and over. 



Libraries. Volumes. 



United States. 



North Atlantic Division. 
South At Untie Division . . 
South Central Division . . . 
North Central Division.. 
Western Division 



North Atlantic Division : 

Maine 

New Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode Island 

Connecticut 

New York 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

South Atlantic Division : 

Delaware 

Maryland 

District of Columbia. 

Virginia 

West Virginia 

North Carolina 

8outh Carolina 

Georgia 

Florida 

South Central Division : 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

liouisiana 

Texas 

Arkan sas 

Oklahoma 

Indian Territory 

North Central Division : 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Michigan 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

North Dakota 

South Dakota 

Nebraska 

Kansas 

Western Division : 

Montana 

Wyoming 

Colorado 

New Mexico 

Arizona 

Utah 

Nevada 

Idaho 

Washington 

Oregon 

California 



2, 988 19, 401, 199 



} 



1,545 
•289 
200 
815 
1H9 



lU, 722. 466 
2, 75d. 420 

8-10, 838 
4, 129, 20:{ 

949, 272 



74 
78 
42 

426 
65 
98 

397 
74 

291 

12 
62 
53 
46 

6 
36 
28 
42 

5 

54 
44 
23 
23 
23 
22 
8 



353. 549 
328,600 
204, 317 

3, 489. 1.59 
387, 157 
603, 070 

2, 959, 798 
436, .'.81 

1, 900. 229 

60, 562 

600,544 

1, 197. 169 

307, 235 

30,000 
145, 685 
170, 679 
219, 446 

22, 100 

255, 856 
180, 614 
85, 083 
89, 140 
130, 858 
57, 521 
43,500 



3 : 



158 
82 
172 
103 
62 
36 
68 
69 



19 
39 

2 

1 

17 

4 

2 

7 

5 

3 

7 

11 

80 



4.266 

998, 821 
371, 759 
853, 624 
47.5, 934 
363, 882 
155, 544 
286. 938 
380, 521 

10, 830 

80, 718 
150, 632 

12, 200 
10,000 
56, 377 
13, 470 

7,456 
23. 499 
25. 977 

7,000 

12, 436 

44. 789 

736, 068 



Libraries havin*; less 
than 1.000 volumes. 



Libraries. Volumes. 



Total 
libraries. 



Total 
volumes. 



2, .350 1,321.104 



5,338 I 20.722,393 



960 
1.55 
159 
911 
165 



525. 646 

80 C22 
163, 778 
409. 759 

81 389 



62 
51 
33 

143 
13 
81 

383 
52 

142 

6 
27 
13 
29 
13 
22 
12 
24 

9 

45 
28 
18 
14 
10 
20 
8 



35, (M12 
25. 837 
18. 120 
80. 536 
7,873 
44, 089 
208, 504 
27. 081 
78,544 

3,758 
14, 950 

6,587 
14,612 

6,138 
12,365 

5,884 
11, 768 

4,560 

24,654 
14, 572 
10, 220 

6,932 
89, 001 
10, 221 

4,643 



132 

88 
145 
236 
52 
46 
52 
77 

11 

29 
43 

4 
3 

13 
2 
2 
7 
2 
3 

11 

10 

108 



3, 535 i 

71,438 i 
42, 569 
75, 776 
116,226 
26,901 

23, 397 
30, 392 
37. 385 

5,720 

15,626 

24, 329 

2.200 
1,892 
7,351 

900 
1,200 
4,035 

850 

1,800 

6,126 

5,051 

49, 984 



2.505 i 
444 ' 
359 

1, 726 
304 



136 
129 

75 
569 

78 
179 
780 
126 
433 

18 
89 
66 
75 
19 
57 
40 
66 
14 

99 
72 
41 
37 
42 
42 
16 



10 

290 
170 
317 
339 
114 
82 
120 
146 

18 

48 
82 

6 
4 

30 
6 
4 

14 
7 
6 

18 

21 
188 



11.248.112 
2. 834. 042 
1.010,616 
4, 598. 962 
l,0.i0,66l 



388, 611 
354,443 
222.437 

3, 569, 696 
395, 030 
707. 159 

3, 168. 302 
463, 662 

1,978,773 

64,320 

615,494 

1, 203, 756 

321, 847 

36,138 
158, 050 
176,563 
231, 214 

26,660 

280,510 
195, 186 
05,303 
06,072 
219, 859 
67,742 
48,143 



7,801 

1, 070, 259 
414,328 
929,400 
592,160 
390,783 
178, 941 
317, 330 
417, 906 

16,550 

96, .344 
174, 961 

14,400 

11,892 

63,728 

14, 370 

8,656 

27,534 

26, 827 

8,800 

18, 562 

49,840 

786, 052 
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Table 11. — Summary of statiatica of public, society, and school libraries of SOO volumes 

and over and less than 1^000 volumes in 1896, 

LIBRARIES, VOLUMES, AND CLASSIFICATION. 



North Atlantic Division ; 

Maine 

New Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode Lsland 

Connecticut 

New York 

New Jersej- 

Pennsylvania 

South Atlantic Division: 

Delaware 

Maryl.ind 

District of Columbia.. 

Virginia 

"West Virginia 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Georgia . . ; 

Florida 

South Central Division : 

Kentucky 

Tonneasee 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Oklahoma 

Indian Territory 

North Central Division : 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Dlinois 

Michigan 

"Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

North Dakota 

South Dakota 

Nebraska .• 

Kansas 

"Western Division ; 

Montana 

Wyoming 

Colorado 

New Mexico 

Arizona 

Utah 

Nevada 

Idaho 

Washington 

Oregon 

California 





Libraries. 


Volumes. 


Free or subscription. 


Classification. 


States and Territories. 


• 


Free for refer- 
ence. 


1 

a 


1 
1 

2,181 


1 
2,455 


! ' 

■ i ! 

o ; 
' ^ i 

1 
155 


1 

1 

• 

1 

289 


• 

t 

o 


United States 


3,158 


1,544,386 


679 '• 88 


210 


259 






North Atlantic Division . . . 
South Atlantic Division . . . 

South Central Division 

North Central Division 

"Western Division 


912 

176 

242 

1,043 

785 


496,441 

84,832 

115,504 

510, 154 

. 337,455 


328 38 
21 ; 5 
24 ' 15 

271 1 19 
35 1 11 


82 
17 
21 
67 
23 


464 
133 
182 
680 
716 


609 
117 
159 
833 

7:j7 


t 
33 
54 
,''.2 

9 


177 
5 

t 
80 
20 1 


119 
21 
22 
78 
19 











I 



34 

75 

33 

136 

16 

63 

282 

116 

157 

7 
26 

9 
37 
18 
22 
18 
31 

8 

48 
51 
19 
30 
14 
51 
22 
1 
6 

144 

88 

134 

127 

87 

79 

139 

108 

17 

12 

30 

72 

9 
1 

21 
4 
2 

13 
2 
2 

10 

22 
699 



19. 145 
40, 176 

16, 039 
76,041 

8,807 

32, 487 

160, 124 

60,684 

82,938 

4,174 

12,817 

4.9i:J 

17, 490 
9, 42() 

10. 157 
8, 100 

13,842 
3,913 

22, 657 
23, 897 

9,178 
13,744 

6,900 
26. 257 

9,806 
600 

2, 465 

68. r)29 
41,258 
66, 992 
66, 241 
43, 416 
41,539 
65, 550 
50, 924 
7,463 
5,425 

18, 495 
34,322 

5,790 

450 

10, 071 

2,237 

1,272 

6,427 

600 

900 

4.973 

10, 091 

294, 644 



13 . 




61 ,. 




7i 


6 


66 |. 






3 


18 


1 


122 


8 


25 . 




16 


20 


o 




Arf • 




4 . 




1 . 






1 


1 ! 


2 


3 


1 




1 


7 1- 




3 . 




5 . 




1 


7 


3 


1 


8 . 




1 . 




1 


6 


4 ! 


1 


1 . 







19 
25 
40 
49 
16 
36 
28 
26 
1 
1 

10 
20 



4 
2 



1 
1 



9 



6 



2 
2 



2 
21 



2 
2 
4 



6 
3 
3 

11 
3 

15 

23 
3 

15 



3 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 

I 

5 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 



15 
11 
17 
59 

10 
20 

129 
88 

106 

3 
19 

( 
X\ 
14 
17 
14 
22 

4 

30 
38 
14 
19 
12 
42 
16 



22 5 

13 55 

19 ' 9 

08 ' 45 

10 3 

37 22 

213 2 24 

104 1 3 

123 4 II 



3 
15 

8 
24 
14 
17 

9 
24 

3 

29 
32 
11 
17 
12 
34 
18 



8 
6 

12 

l! 

.^ 

5 



1 
3 
4 



1 

3 

5 

10 



108 
57 
82 
74 
61 
37 

97 

^^ 
1 1 

14 

8 

23 

48 

4 
1 

12 
2 
2 

11 
1 
1 
5 

13 
664 



76 

107 

109 

77 

02 

97 

73 

16 

9 

27 

53 

7 
1 

17 
2 
2 

11 
I 
2 

6 

13 

675 



1 
1 



1 



5 

1 
1 
4 
8 
18 
1 
1 
5 
7 



2 
3 



1 
o 



t 

6 

9 

9 
20 
C 



1 
4 
6 

1 

2 



2 

2 

12 



4 

7 
5 

23 
3 
4 

43 
8 

19 

2 

8 



8 . 




5 


3 


1 .. 





4 . 




1 


6 


1 


2 


(5 . 




1 


3 . 




2 


10 


1 


8 


11 


3 


5 


7 . 




1 


10 


1 






1 


1 


13 


1 


3 


3 . 




1 



9 
6 

16 

8 

3 

4 

14 

11 



1 
6 
1 



2 
1 



1 
1 



4 
9 
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' of pi'blk, mtielg, ami ichool librari 



KUMBEK OF LIBRJKIES AXD XTUBER O 



lUbrarla*. Volumt'* 



roitcdStutea 

. 2~onb Atlantic Divliion... 

SmiUt AtUDllo UIvHIdh... 

Rwitli Central DIHalon. . . 
' VoUliCi^DtniiDlvitimi... 

TVetlETn IHvbioa 

Sonh Atlantk DirUl™ ; 

Mjiiue 

Kow Hainiialiico 

Yernioat 

3IiiBiuiFhamlt« 

liliDdo Inland ,..---,..,.. 

CounpcllPiit 

KowTptk 

PennnTlvBo'iH 

eoulli AtlBUtio JJliialaii: 

llclnwarfl 

Slnrrlnml 

IHntnclDfColaiDlilii 

Tlreltiiii 

WMt Virginia 

SoaXbtn£u^ '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.' 

Gcorsln 

3'lorlda : 

oiitbCciitnaUiTlBlon: 
Kontucky 

A^a^mkV/.'.'.V.'.y.'.'.'.'.'. 

OklHhoms 

luiMun I'liJTilory 

Soiili Coutrol UlTiBlon; 

Ohio 

ludioun 

IllinoiB 

MicblBUi 

WlacouatD — , 

. Minncaota 

lowii , 

MisBoiiri 

Kurih llttkom 

WmH-'™ iVi vision! 

Molilalia 

Wj-DniinE 

Colonido 

Now Moilco 

Arliona 

irtnli 

NflvoOft 

LlBllO 

Cuiinirnia 
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Table 13. — Summary of Statistics of libraries eniirdy free io the public havinrj SyOOO 

volumes and over. 



States and Territories. 



Libraries. 



United States 



North Atlantic Division 
South Atlantic Division. 
South Central Division.. 
North Contra! Division.. 
"Western Division 



Is'orth Atlantic Division : 

Maine 

New Hampsliire , 

A'ermont 

Massacfaosetts 

Khode Island 

Connecticut 

Is eTT York , 

Kew Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

South Atlantic Division : 

Delaware 

Maryland 

District of Columbia . 

Virginia 

West Virginia , 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Georgia 

Florida 

South Central Division: 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Oklahoma 

Indian Territory 

North Central Division : 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Michigan 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

North Dakota 

South Dakota 

Nebraska 

Kansas 

^"Western Division: 

Montana 

.Wyoming 

Colorado 

New Mexico 

Arizona 

Utah 

Nevada 

Idaho 



Volumes in 
libraries. 



027 



9, 0C2, 363 



Aggregate 
volumes 

issued for 
home use 

during the 
year. 



421 

10 

8 

155 

33 



5, 846, 612 

255, 297 

61,000 

2, 414, 181 
485, 273 



19 
33 
16 
194 
24 
33 
60 
13 
29 

o 

1 

2 



147, 035 
250, 412 
128, 273 

3, 062, 101 
238, 477 
330, 718 

1, 034, 544 
210, 872 
444. 180 

28.834 

166, 854 

12, 762 



1 
1 



14. 347 
6,000 



2 
1 

1 
3 
1 



2 
1 



22, 000 
4,500 

4,000 

23, 500 
5,000 



22,000 
0,500 



19 
16 
39 
26 
17 

9 
14 

5 



413, 734 
193, 526 
034, 791 
429, 323 
109, 401 
176t 420 
122, 656 
138, 663 



5 

5 

I 

4 ! 
1 ! 

5 i 



74, 870 
00, 797 

43, 224 

3,500 

82, 674 



1 

i 



3, 000 



10, 587 



AVashington . 



Oregon 
California 



3 

"is" 



27, 015, 234 



15, 205, 998 

848, 631 

117,803 

8, 079, 783 

2, 162, 959 



402, 309 

589, 103 

270, 355 

5, 913. 568 

418, 051 

1, 204, 403 

2,801,195 

1, 160, 220 

2, 446, 794 

138, 255 

548. 278 

72,680 



68.345 
1,634 



28. 439 
1,000 

8,000 

36, 024 

4,188 



44.000 
25, 651 



999, 698 
690,265 
2, 574, 801 
1, 244, 238 
732, 937 
869, 691 
388, 490 
665, 052 



353, Oil 
161, 600 

167, 774 

9,980 

435, 139 



G, OCO 
5,252 



22, 379 I 116, 420 

sio.'gogT " "i,*422,'4ii 
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Table li.—Librarit» in the rnited Slatca entirelu free to thepv.hllo iuKing 3,000 votuntet 



Marj-BTltl. 
OaUand . 



Bnnrurd.. . 
Bildgppurt 
aila&l 



fiaobory 

Danielaon 

JewettCltv... 

Lyme 

MiadlBtcwn... 

Milford 

WooduB 



Now Haven... 
NewLondoD... 



Ijouth MnohiiKl 



Publio Library. .. 
PnblioLibmry... 



ic Bnii Hoielton Library... 



BlarkstOBO M«inorla1 Library 

Public Libmrv uud ReuliiiE^tDaDi. 

rree Public Llbrnry 

DmigW Llbrftrv 



Free PuUie Libmrj 
Villngo Library . . .. 

PnUft Library 

Hint Br Library 

Old Lmje I'ublio LI 
KnsBcllKreeLlbrui 
Taj-loF ■ - 



HB.Idnm Pnblio Libra 

Howard Wbittemoro Memo 

Free Public Library 

Pnblio Library 

Norfolk Library 

Pabllo Library 



=Qblio Libra47 ami Bending 



□orbit Library ■■ 
Wilmington tiisl 



IS 

S,600 
10,783 

4,l>t7 
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Tabls 11, — Librarieain the United StaUi entirely free lot^ public, elc.-^ontiaaed. 



Wellington - Pcabud; Lilnar; Aeiaclalii 

Do-.-. WaahlDgtoa Citj Free Libi 



St. Auguatitia | Ftpd I 



Tnuug Men's LI 
MftrjVmia Li I 



Aurora i PnblioLibnu 

Bmtavla ' do 

UellevillB [ "l" 

Belvldope I HaPabhoL 

BloaminiFton 

Cairo 

L'ftmbridga 



.| Pnb] Id Library. . . 



oTJhrary" 















^"^- 


PubiioLiUrMj.....: 






















































PriDcolou 

S:s,i::;;::::::::-;:::::: 


I'ubhcLil.rnrj - 


























^^.. 
































































■0,.. 






PublfeLlbnirT ..'^ 




Cedar HapiiU 


Iowa Masou.c Library 



358 EDUCATION EEPOET, 1895-96. 

Table 14, — Librarieaiii the United Siatta cutirehj free to the public, etc. — Continued. 



IOWA— contlnHKd, 



CoQDCil Blnf 
t>e« Ua[n«B. 



Public Library 

!i;"*|'FrBBPubiioLibr^yi;: 
EM¥ukV~"i;.;;;y/.;!!!!!|publioLVbniry''.".'.'I"' 



LeilHn. _ 

Maneheater Free Pnblio Libra 

Nevada PnbUo Llbrory... 



Free Library 

FraoCityLib^y.'.'." 

Public tibrnry 

I'rcorublicJJbraiy... 



Gr.-iDd l-oigt, at Ken 



.' Public Librnry 

.1 LilbeDiTLibrnTynDdltcailliisn 
J BarllarborLiliriiry 



Belfast- Fr™ Library 

niddeford I'ubllo Library... 

Bmuswitk ' do 



GKrdincT ; | Fu!ili<i Library 

Itailon-eil Hubbard Fre« Library.. 

Kittcry ! Ilice I-ublio Library 

Norway Publio Library 

Portland^ | do 

Saco lirer Library 

■\V*8lbroak iUunioxiai Library 



., AMnstonPublicLlbniTy... 
. Auton Uemorial Library . . . 
. Public Library .------.,,,-. 



.; F'reo P: 



Anibergt PublloLlbrai 

Andovw ' Sloniorlal Hall Library 

Arliostou .-...^ - l^obbint) Library ...... 

ABliUcld Library AsBDCiatioa... 

Aabland Publio Library 

Atbol do 

Altleboro dr> 

Ayer Aycr Library. 



Bedford... 

Helcbcrloirn _-.,., 

Belmont ■ Public Librarj ..__ 

Bomardslou ' Cusl>»iai> Library 

Beverly ' I'uUic Library 

UkckaloiiB ' Free l-ubllo Library 

Boston Public Library 

BuylHtoQ Centvr j BoyUCuu Public Library 

' CicCDlatlon esllmated. 



..do.. 



ip Homorf at LI brary . . 



PUBLIC, SOCIETY, AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 359 

Table 14. — Lihrariee in llie Unilcd Slaiet entirely free to ike pabtic, etc. — Continued. 



MrmkimQ.;^;;;;:. '.";;;. ';!i;; 


Uo'-. '..'..! . . "..'.'.'.'. 




AdnmsLii..'-..ri- 

FlIiI'llliln^L;„L.,i, 

i:tty LiLrarv 

BJEBlawFr^oI'HUioLibrMj 






gr^^^ii- 


■ --'l"---— ■■-- 








I'BnhqUy InstUuW 












^ll^X;;;:.:::::::::::::. 

ntolibnrg 

Poiboro 

FTauilDKliam,.. 

F..nkli" 

Goflrcptown"::;::'.:;::::::- 


Mililccnt Library 

Levi Hey iv.^'^ie^^"^iniLii^il^T"."-^".^"i"l^. 
u"nre»^erLj^^L'iiasiiVn'iWiVl.riiVj::;: 
























Brooks Free Ctbrery 

Public Lilirarv 


Hatflold 

Harerlilll 

Hinelinm Craltr 

IS:;;;;:;:;;;::;;:::- 

Holyiiltu 







a.ofiu 
"■PS 

13.000 
48.385 
U.44a 



8,700 
9,5*) 



ar.,,„. : . .. 




£=™':::.;;:;: :;:: 

Ijncolii 

Littleton 


Ildilieii Hoar tiiirarv 

aas;;::::::::: :::: 

Fr«l-,,blicLil,inry 

I'nblio Library 


i"^-"""^ 




£,tr' 
























Public tibnirv-...". — - 

NflvlnsMBnioriBlLlbriirj- 


^'.''';"^'' 




Fllut Public Library 



4.iM 
4.DS0 

laoiio 
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Table 14. — Librariet in Ike United StaUa tnlircJi/ fiie (a Ihe paiUc, etc. — Continued. 



ieanpd far 

.lurtiig 
I pait y«r. 



MohUrub I Town Librarr. . , 



.1 i>ublioLibnr.v... 



North AblnelOD- 
NortbAdBDiB.... 
Mortfaainplan ... 



ITortb AdiIdtdi I>epot. . . 



Hortb BruokHtld i .,-., i'nbl.,- LiUr 

Morlb Enstim AiTie> Fn-is l.iljmi 

Korthiltld Publio Library . . 



Fnalxidj : i Fmliiidy lngT)lulBl.lbrar; 



lylngTll 



SprlngHi'lcl... 
Stocfcliriili^ .. 

Stnrlirfdge ... 



Klcbnrd Sogden Lllirar}- . . 
City LtbraiT ABnecSallnn.. 

Fres Public Library 

Library A sBocial [on 

Fi¥0 Publio Library 



Templ.I..« 
TeivLliTir. 
Toiisflold .. 



r^Falbi... 
Tjngsboro 

Uxbrldeo 



Public I.ibr»ry 



Free Library.*!!!! 
Free Public Libni 



•CliculatloD estimated. 



PUBLIC, SOCIETY, AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 361 

Table 14. — Librarien in the United Statea entirely free to the puhtic, etc. — Contiiiurd. 



^t,™. 


Same of libiBrj-. 


....... 


«x^««,«.™^o„ti»«-. 








































































■WilliamBiown 


it 


3.1H 


































Pnblto School Librwy 
























































Gr^ndEaiJldB 


'vie* I'nUio'i'liirarj"'.'.; !!!'.'.'.!"!""." !'."'."! 
























































Publio <,ndTj7ion B^hiil District Liiln.ry 




laV™-;; 








SSiSfi!"::;:::::::::::: 




20.841 






























ii'wlo 
















11,982 
4000 


.,«„„. 


































Free PubUc 'Library 

ValeHa Public Library 

Public Library 










18,950 



13,250 



BD 96 12» 
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Table 14. — Libraries in ike United States entirely free to the puhliCy etc, — Continued. 



Location. 



NEBRASKA. 



Crete 

^ David City ... 
Grand Island 

Lincoln 

Omaha 



NEVADA. 



Virginia City 



NEV/ HAJfPSHIBB. 



Charlcstown 

CLiremont 

Colebrook 

Concord 

Dover ' do 

Dublin ' do 



Xante of library. 



Public Library . 

do 

do 

City Library . - . 
Public Library , 



jVIiners' Union Library. 



Silsby Free Public Library 

Fiske Free Library 

Public Library 

do 



do... 



Darliani 

East Derry , 

Exeter 

Fitzwilliam 

Hancock 

Hillsboro 

Hinsdale 

Holiis , 

Keeno 

Laconi.i 

Lancaster ■ do 

Lebanon do 

Littleton ! do 



Taylor Library 

Public Library 

Town Li brary 

...-do 

Fuller Public Library. 

Public Library 

Sotial Library 

Public Libr.iry 

...do 



Manchester 

Marlboro 

Milfortl 

Nashua 

IJew Hampton. 

Newport -. 

Peterboro 

Portsmouth 

Rochester 

Walpole 

"Warner 

Waton 

Winches ter, 



City Library 

Frost Free Li brary 

Free Library 

Public Library 

Gordon-Nasli Library..-. 
Ilicliards Free Library ... 

Town Library 

Free Public Library 

Public Library 

Bridge Memorial Library 
Pillsburjr Free Library. . . 

Public Library 

do 



"Windham I JS'esmith Library 



NEW JERSEY. 



Elizabeth 

Hoboken 

Jersey City 

Montclair 

Newark 

New JSruuswick. 

Orange 

Passaic 

Patcrson 

Plainlield 

Princeton 

South Orange 

"Woodbury 



NEW "TOltK. 



Albany 

Amsterdam. 

Attica 

Auburn 

Bath 

Bayridge . . . 

Brooklyn ... 

Do. 



Do 

Buffalo 

Canandaigua 



Public Library and Reading Room. 

Free Public Library 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Free Library 

Free Public Library , 

do 

Public Library and Rfeading Room. 

Ivy Hall Library 

Free Public Library 

Doptford Inatituto Free Library... 



Volumes. 



Catholic TTnion Library 

Free Library 

Stevens Memorial Library 

Seymour Library 

Davenport Library 

Fn^o Library 

Fort Hamilton Free Library ^ 

Free Lending Library of Union of Christian 
Workers. 

Pratt Institute Free Library 

Grosvenor Library 

tVood Library 



2,970 

3.000 

5.680 

11,800 

51,420 



10, 587 



3.826 
7.000 
3,500 

18. 157 

20 500 
3.000 
4.767 
3.150 
9.000 
4,293 
3 112 
3 305 
4,500 
4,03G 

10,000 
6.488 
7.500 
5.000 
5.446 

39. 700 
5,000 
5,575 

14, 000 
6,000 
4.812 
7,890 

13. 000 
4.135 
5,697 
5,074 
3.850 
6,000 
3,039 



59, 788 

30, 000 

5,000 



Volumes 

issued for 

homo use 

during 

past year. 



17,597 

6,000 

12, 881 

81,155 

235,378 



5,232 



*7,652 

* 14, 000 

*7 000 
87.122 
07.183 

2 785 
10 000 

7 559 
17 111 
' 8. 586 
- 6. 224 
'6 730 
12 000 

5, O'iO 
29. 137 
32,038 

0. (KiO 
19,307 
13,716 
59,495 

5,200 
20,594 
38, 000 

* 12, 000 

9,962 

12,260 

26.000 

* 8. 270 

5.754 

8,893 

6.935 

*12,000 

1,590 



8.000 


27.381 


14. 541 


104 633 


50. 275 


376 977 


5 036 


31,347 


55.002 


332 078 


14,000 


60,302 


7,080 


34.871 


5,432 


29.926 


24. 939 


111,2.% 


13. 735 


30.473 


3.080 


*6.160 


4,883 


* 9, 766 


3,960 


15, 067 


5.296 


3.816 


3,021 


34,000 


6,950 


11.061 


12.302 


8,660 


90.138 


9,802 


3,776 


13,086 


3.400 


9,000 


33, 862 


172, 812 



207, 899 



2,600 



Circulation estimated. 
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tK-coutinued. 



FlasLlDg 

Freilmia 

ynltoB 

GleuH Falls.. 



LooKlflanaaVv. 

MODDt Venim 

KciFburf 



. Koatbwortli Llbnrv 

. StcclaMeiDOTicllibniiy.. 
. VnaLihmv 

~ win R, finrlier Library 

- jidHlirrooXlbrirj".".'-!^' 

. Free Library 



. Cornell Library A 



«l'ul,l.e Library.. 



. Free Library ' ai,6fl 



'ablio LibrafT 

Aguilnr FntoLibnuy 

. Calbislrnl Free Clrculotiug Libniiy.-. 



fB Library of Gonend Ser-ielT of MeciiaiiiCH 
and I'mdeaDien. 

»iiiionicleB Frco Library 

'nabingtoD llelEhtB FroeLilirarj 



* 10,(100 
07, 7M 
1&.05S 



DDfflihpoirali 



lermsn Free Library — 



. HeyDolilnLllHwr.. 



. JervisLibraiT.. 



1^ Men's LyooumFreeLibrivy... 



13. TH 
78, MU 

5, on 



CirclevUlo .. 
Cotuttiliiu.-- 
Dayton 



Tj'sburK... 



Public Library.. 

I'ublie Library A 

. PublicLibriiry... 



ic Library and Reading 



. 1*1)0 Freo Library 6,560 

- -.lie Library 8,947 

norlal Library Associstiou 6.675 

lio Library i.CSO 

f Library 4.SO0 

. Piiblio Library .- S-fiin 

. Warder Pablio Lilirarv it.034 

. Pnblio Library .15 CSO 

'. 'LtbroryAwociation!".'!;!!!!';;!.'^ !'"'.'.!! !!!I-I 10^870 
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TABLsil. — Librariet i» the United Statei entirely free to thepubUe, tie.— Continned. 



ManehChnnk 

Haunt Botly Sprlnn . . 
FblUdelphlu 



Cn>iupl«n 

EutGreeuwicb ... 
East Pro vidensc .. 
BastProTidencoCe 



Navaort.. '.'.'. 
Pftwiuckol.. 



BarliDEtoTi . 



Cirnegle Freo Llbi 



cSflumV' Fnie'uii'rtiry ' ' 



GlTln Free Library ... 
Apprsnhk-OB'LiUrar)'.. 
Cbrlstiuaii all Library. 



Friends' Frea LibmryandBeHlingBiwni... 



eaetb Israel I^iblioLfl 

euVemorlal Free Libi 
ig Lilvnu-y Ids 



ie Llbrsi 



PublioLibi... 
PabLioBcbool Library... 
Ji.bn MeAQy Libmrj- 

Tldioule LIbmty 

PiiWiB Library 

Oalerhout Freo Library 
Pudlio 8ohO€il Library. ., 



Froo Library 

llarriuKtuD Piiblio Lib. 
KogeraTree Library.. 
FreePnbUoUbrary.. 
UntoD Frea Library... 

Free Library 

FreoLlbrntvAsBOOiatl 

NaMiBwoket r '" " 

Tiilen 



Be Library.. 



Olaajvl 
FreaLiI 
Old War' 

People's -^ 

Free Publio Libi 

NarrairiiDiiett LlbiBiy AaHwiaHon . . 
Valley Free Library Aesi 






Pablio LI . 
Onion for 



■iatianWork.. 



BnDbinebun FreePaVlIc Library.. 

Free Library 

Fletnber Free Fubllo Library 



Public Llbrarj' 

Hartford Library 

Eellogg-Uabliard Libmry. 
'Qreulatli 
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Location. 


Harce of liurnrj. 


Volumes 


JH-ufl'"']™ 


TBBMOHT—oon tinned. 




9.1K 
3,8I>0 

is 

s 
If 

3.600 


13.SSS 






















aT.su 
























WASHIHQTOS. 


















..„„..... 










15,»BS 


































38. 7U 
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THE STXTISTXCS IK 1>ETJLI1>. 

Th« list of the 4,026 public and scliool libraries begins on page 370 of this report, 
antl giv«8 for each library all the information that could bo obtained. The informa- 
tion called for covered some 25 items. Most of the larger libraries in which records 
are carefully kept made reports Tvhich are full and satisfactory, but a largo propor- 
tion of the small libraries did little more than report the number of volumes. For 
example, only 2,851 of the 4,026 libraries reported the number of volumes added 
during the past y<jaT, and. only 1,8512 reported the number of books issued for home 
use in the same time. 

llbo list includes only the libraries repotting to this office. In cases who<re no 
reports coultl be obtained, after a third request, from libraries which appeared in 
the 1891 list, a special letter of inquiry was addressed to the postmaster. Wherever 
the library was reported as still in existence a fourth request for information was 
sent. These facts are recited to show that all reasonable efforts were made to secure 
returns from all libraries having 1,000 or more volumes. 

THE KKPOIITS SUMMARIZED. 

The number of volumes in the 4,026 public and school libraries in 1896 was 
33,051,872, as shown in Table 1. This was an increase of 7,074,229 over the number 
of volumes reported by the 3,503 libraries of the same kind in 1891. Here is an 
increase of over 27 x>er cent in the number of volumes, while the increase in the num- 
ber of libraries was scarcely 15 per cent. Unfavorable business conditions since 
1891 have operated to prevent the establishmeut of many libraries, yet the cheap- 
ness of books has been favorable to the growth of existing libraries with £sed 
incomes. More than half the increase in the number of volumes was made by the 
libraries in the North Atlantic Division, which shows an increa&o of moreth-aa^ 
per eeut in the five years. The North Central Division also shows an increase «f 
about 28 per cent in the number of volumes, while the Western Division increased 
its number of volumes nearly 40 per cent. The increase in the South Atlantic Divi- 
sion was 18 per cent and in the South Central 21 per cent. The number of lihTaries, 
the number of volumes, and the increase for ewdk State can be seen in Ta^le 1. It is 
also shown that the 4,026 libraries have 5,444,788 unbound pamphlets. 

Table 2 shows at a glance the effectiv^e work o£ the libraries during the year ended 
April 1, 1896, The number of libraries reporting their reading rooms supplied with 
periodicals was 2,166, and the number of periodical publications thus furnished to 
the public was 116,248. Only 2,851 libraries reported additions made during the 
year, the number of volumes added being 1,591,861. The additions to the number of 
unbound pamphlets aggregated 439,412, made by 1,303 libraries. 
' The records kept in 1,852 libraries show that 35,075,055 books were issued to bor- 
rowers for home use. Only 594 libraries kept records of books issued for use in the 
library reading rooms. The number of volumes thus issued was 7,706,830. All these 
items are given by States and divisions in Table 2. 

Table 3 shows that 705 libraries occupy their own buildings, and 548 occupy rented 
buildings. Of the 2,713 libraries not reported as owning or renting a large propor- 
tion are school libraries which do not i)ay rent and yet can not be said to own the 
rooms they occupy in college or school buildings. 

This table also shows that 1,147 libraries are supported by taxation, 2,346 by cor- 
porations, and 14 derive their support from both these sources. The remaining 519 
did not state how they are supported. 

There were 1,558 libraries reported as free, 635 free for reference only, and 772 free 
to subscribers. The remaining 1,061 not reporting this item are in large part cor- 
poration libraries free to members. 

The number of strictly circulating libraries was 342, the number of reference 
libraries 705, and the number classed as both circulating and reference 2,600. 

Table 4 divides the 4,026 libraries into 19 classes, as follows : General, 1,560 ; school, 
940; college, 626; college society, 54; law, 127; theological, 97; medical, 44; Gov- 
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eniinent, 23; State, 26', asylum and reformatory, 87; Young Men's Christian Associ- 
ation, 84; Masonic, 14; Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 17 ; social. 57 j scientific, 
78; historical, 60; garrison, 14; mercantile, 10, and society, 108. 

Table 5 shows the classification of libraries according to size. There are 2 libraries 
of morethiin 500,000 volumes each, 4 more having over 300,000 volumes, 28 additional 
having over 100,000, 69 more with over 50,000, 155 additional of over 25,000, 411 more 
having over 10,000, and 630 more with over 5,000. The remaining 2,727 libraries have 
less than 5,000 volumes each, but over 1,000. 

Table 14 includes the names of the 627 public libraries having 3,000 volumes and over. 
These libraries are entirely free to the public. They have in the aggregate 9,062,363 
volumes, as shown in Table 13. 

EQUIPMENT AND INCOME. 

Table 6 is a financial exhibit of largely more than half the libraries in the United 
States given by States and divisions. The total amount reported as received directly 
from taxation by 600 libraries was $1,679,210, and the amount appropriated to 773 
libraries by States, counties, and cities was $1,513,352 for the year. The amount 
received from endowment funds by 594 libraries was $1,035,052; 833 libraries received 
$386,441 from membership fees; 303 libraries received $38,684 from book rents; 625 
libraries received $529,350 from donations, while 1,017 received $729,547 from sources 
not stated. The total income reported by 2,437 libraries was $5,911,636 for the year 
ending April 1, 1896. 

The permanent endowment funds of 605 libraries aggregate $17,570,673. The 
aggregate value of the buildings owned by 567 libraries is $33,291,259. The value of 
the books added during the year by 2,333 libaries was $1,574,410. 

The reader will find it interesting and instructive to examine in detail the statis- 
tics for each State as given in Table 6. This is the first attempt made by this 
Bureau to present a condensed financial exhibit of public and school libraries. 
Great care has been taken to give the number rei^ortiug each item so that in finding 
averages the libraries not reporting will not bo included in the divisor. 

THE GROWTH OF FIVE YEARS. 

Tables 7 and 8 are orranged for comparison, the latter exhibiting certain statistics 
for 1891 and the latter for 1896. According to Table 7 there was in 1891 an average 
population of 17,877 to a library while, in 1896, as shown in Table 8, the population 
to a library was 17,376. The same tables show that in 1891 there were 41 books to 
each 100 of population, while in 1896 the number had increased to 47 volumes to 
each 100 of population. An increase is shown in each of the five grand divisions, 
but in certain States the increase in the number and size of the libraries did not 
keep pace with the increase in population. It is estimated that the increase in 
population from 1890 to 1895 was 7,331,750, or nearly 12 per cent. As already shown 
in Table 1, there was an increase in the number of libraries of about 15 per cent and 
in the number of volumes of more than 27 per cent. 

The chart following Table 8 shows the relative number of volumes to each 100 
of population in the United States in 1896. 

THE GROWTH OF TWENTY YEARS. 

Table 9 shows the number of libraries and the number of volumes in each State in 
1875. There were in the United States 3,648 libraries of 300 volumes and over, having 
an aggregate of 12,329,526 volumes. Of the total number 2,039 had 1,000 or more vol- 
umes each, aggregating 11,487,778, while the remaining 1,609 libraries of less than 
1,000 each had a total of 841,748 volumes. 

I Table 10 is a summary of similar statistics for 1884-85. There were 5,388 libraries, 
.with a grand total of 20,722,393 volumes. In the list having 1,000 or more volumes 
.there were 2,988 libraries, with 19,401,199 volumes; and in the list having less than 
,1,000 volumes, but more than 300, were 2,350 libraries, with 1,321,194 volumes. 

Table 11 exhibits the statistics of the 3,158 libraries which in 1896 reported 300 or 



368 EDUCATION REPORT, 1895-96. 

< 

more volumes, but less than 1,000. The total number of volumes was 1,544,386. 
Combining these numbers with those given in Table 1, it is shown that the total 
number of libraries reporting to this office in 1896 having 300 and more volumes 
was 7,192, and the aggregate number of volumes was 34,596,258. 

By comparing Tables 9 and 10 it will be found that the per cent of increase in 
the number of libraries from 1875 to 1885 was 46, and in the number of volumes the 
per cent of increase was 68. A comparison between Tables 10 and 12 shows that the 
per cent of increase in the number of libraries between 1885 and 1896 was 35, and in 
the number of volumes the per cent of increase was 67. 

THB SMALL LIBRARIES. 

The statistics of the 3,158 libraries having less than 1.000 but 300 or more volumes 
are summarized in Table 11. The list of these libraries is not published iti this 
report. As no special effort was made to secure reports from libraries having less 
than 1,000 volumes, it is believed that the number having between 300 and 1,000 vol- 
umes Is largely in excels of the number given in Table 11. It is not improbable 
that there are in the United States 4,000 public and school libraries having less than 
1,000 volumes, but having 300 or more. 

Among the 3,158 libraries, the statistics of which are summarized in Table 11, there 
were 2,455 school libraries, 155 college libraries, 289 general libraries, and 259 of all 
other classes. 

It will be observed that 1,043 libraries, with 510,154 volumes, are in the North 
Central Division, and 785 libraries, with 337,455 volumes, are in the Western Division, 
California alone has 699 of these libraries, with 294,644 volumes. This is explained 
by the fact that the State provides for district school libraries. There are hundreds 
of such libraries of less than 300 volumes each, and doubtless many larger ones, not 
reporting to this office. The report of the State superintendent of public instruction 
for California for 1894 showed that the district school libraries of that State con- 
tained 711,161 volumes, and that these libraries were valued at ^89,652. The amount 
expended for books for these libraries in 1894 was $55,722, and there remained a 
balance to the credit of the library fund of $55,007. 

New York stands next, with 213 school libraries, in this list. Ohio has 127, Penn- 
sylvania 123, and several other States have over 100 each. 

Since the statistics in the following pages were tabulated and summarized returns 
have been received from the following libraries having 1,000 volumes and over: 

McLean Seminary Library, Simsbury, Conn., 1,200 volumes; Library of Danvers 
Historical Society, Danvers, Mass., 1,200 volumes; Library of New England Society, 
Orange, N. J., 1,500 volumes; Philadelphia Seminary Library, Philadelphia, Pa., 
1,027 volumes; Pittsfield Public Library, Pittstiold, 111., 2,000 volumes; Public 
Library, Charles City, Iowa; 2,500 volumes; Western Normal College Library, Shen- 
andoah, Iowa, 1,230 volumes; Free Library, Puyallup, Wash., 1,000 volumes; Car- 
roll College Library, Waukesha, Wis., 1,000 volumes; Colorado Scientific Societies 
Library, Denver, Colo., 1,761 volumes; Iowa Industrial School Library, Eldora, Iowa» 
1,950 volumes; Holton High School Library, Holton, Kans., 3,847 volumes; General 
Reference Library, Farmington, Me., 3,000 volumes; Smyth Public Library, Candia, 
N. H., 1,050 volumes; Whipple Free Library, New Boston, N. H., 1,750 volumes; 
Library of the New England Society, Orange, N. J., 1,500 volumes; The Arthur W. 
Tams Musical Library, New York City, 150,000 volumes; Southampton Union Scbool 
Library, Southampton, N. Y., 1,001 volumes; Utica Catholic Academy Library, 
Utica, N. Y., 1,735 volumes; Diocesan Library, Philadelphia, Pa., 7,000 volumes; 
Phrenakosmian Literary Society Library, Newberry, S. C, 1,168 volumes. 

An additional list of libraries having 1,000 volumes aud over will be printed in the 
next annual report of this Bureau. 

The work of collecting and compiling the statistics of public and school libraries 
in 1896, as printed in this chapter, was done by the following clerks In the statistical 
division of the Bureau of Education under the directiou of the statistician: Mr. 
Lewis A. Kalbach, Mrs. Frances A. Reigart, Mrs. Pearl Woolverton, Miss Nathalie 
Leveque, and Miss Bertha Y. Hebb. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



LIBRAE Y LEGISLATION IN THE UNITED STATES. ^ 

I. — Legislation for the incorporation of library associations^ societies, etc. 
II. — (a) School district libraries ; (h) Township libraries; (c) Free pnbliclibrarlcs 

supported by the State; (d) Recent State library laws. 
III. — Rdsiimd of library legislation. 
IV. — State library laws. 

I. 

LEGISLATION FOR THE INCORPORATION OF LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS, 

SOCIETIES, ETC. 

The library, like every other institntion of organized society, is dependent upon 
legislation for its existence and dovelopnicnt. The progress of library development 
at lirst was very slow. It has grown from very small beginnings. It is an outgrowth 
of a demand of the people. In the beginning, the exi.stenco of the library was recog- 
nized by legislation. In the next place, the preservation of the library was a special 
object of legislation. As an example, the library of the Rev. Thomas Bray, D. D., 
founder of the Society for the Propagation of the Uospel in Foreign Parts, may be 
mentioned. The legislative assembly of South Carolina, on November 16, 1700, passed 
an act in behalf of this library. In 1715 North Carolina passed a similar law for the 
preservation of a library sent over by Dr. Thomas Bray to the town of Bath, for the 
use of the inhabitants of the parish of St. Thomas in Pamlico. 

In 1731 a movement began which resulted in the formation of the Philadelphia 
Library Company, called *'the mother of all North American subscription libraries.*' 
This company was incorporated in 1742, some ten years aft^r its organization. In 
1741 the Charleston, 8. C, Library Company was organized, but did not receive its 
charter of incor|>oration until 1755. 

From 177G to 1826 many libraries were established which, though city institutions 
or otherwise limited, were in a general way important factors in the library move- 
ment, and were necessary and logical stejvs toward the free public library. The 
earliest legislation regarding libraries took the form of general laws which provided 
for the incorporation of cooperative library associations, generally known as proprie- 
tary, social, subscription, or even public libraries. There is now in a number of the 
States a general law providing for the incorporation of such libraries, namely : Col- 
orado, California, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Maine, New Jersey, New York, Massa- 
chusetts, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, and there may be some others in which similar provisions prevail. 

These libraries were intended to be free, and in fact many of them were substan- 
tially free public libraries. They were not supported by public taxation. As another 
evidence of the interest that the people manifested in this movement, libraries of a 
certain size were exempted from taxation. This is an indirect though often an efi&- 
cient way of legislating for libraries. The libraries of associations, societies, or 
corporations, together with the buildings owned by such associations, are exempt 
from taxation in the following States: Arizona, California, Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Mar^^and, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Washington, West Virginia, and 
Wyoming— in all twenty-two. The increased interest in the subject is still further 
shown by legislative enactment in the following States: District of Columbia, 
Illinois, Kan.sas, Massachusetts, New Jersey, West Virginia, Wisconsin, by which 
private libraries of a certain value are exempt from attachment as well as from tax- 
ation. Many libraries began under such encouragement. 

' Compiled by Heuderson Presnell, A. M. 
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n. 

(a) DISTRICT LIBRARIES. 

In this chapter it is proposed to discuss mainly the development of legifilation 
regarding school district libraries. Governor DeWitt Clinton, of New York, in his 
message to the legislature in 1826, made a recommendation for the establishment of 
district libraries. In 1835 a law was passed by the legislature of that State estab- 
lishing school district libraries. These are not to be understood as libraries for the 
schools, but for the people in the districts corresponding generally in areas with the 
school districts. In each district the voters were authorized to levy a tax amount- 
ing to the sum of $20 with which to start a library, and $10 annually thereafter for 
the support of the same. 

In 1838 a law was passed appropriating the sum of $55,000 annually from the 
income of the United States deposit fund. This fund at the expiration of three 
years might bo used for the purchase of books, or for the payment of teachers' sala- 
ries, if the district so decided. In 1843 a special library fund was granted by law 
to the school districts for the purchase of school apparatus and the payment of 
teachers under certain conditions, 

These school-district libraries increased in number until 1853, when they con- 
tained an aggregate of 1,604,210 volumes. This, says one writer, ** was the high- 
water mark," for, according to the report of the State superintendent of public 
instruction for 1895, there was a general decrease until 1884, when the number of 
volumes reported in these libraries was only 701,437. From 1885 to 1891 there 
appears to have been a gradual improvement. From 1853 to 1894 the State expended 
on district libraries alone the sum of $1,706,144.36. 

The example of New York was followed by a number of other States, which also 
passed laws for the establishment of school-district libraries. Among these States 
were Massachusetts and Michigan in 1837, Connecticut in 1839, Iowa and Rhode 
Island in 1840, Indiana in 1841, Maine in 1844, Ohio in 1847, Wisconsin in 1848, Oregon 
in 1854, Kansas aud Virginia in 1870, New Jersey in 1871, Minnesota and Kentucky 
in 1873, Colorado in 1876. This system did not prove a success in all of these States; 
in fact it did not prove an entire success in any of them, for the concurrent testi- 
mony from all is that the scheme was a failure. The want of success is attributed 
to various reasons. First, because the unit (the district) was too small; second, the 
amount of money annually raised in each district was insufficient; third, the number 
of volumes in each was too small to secure anything like public interest in the care, 
preservation, or circulation of the books. 

Out of the failure of this system the States which enacted laws for the encourage- 
ment of the school district libraries learned from experience that additional legis- 
lation was necessary. Hence many of the States subsequently passed statutes 
providing for township libraries. That is, the town was made the unit, and local 
taxation became the means of support, in whole or in part, for these libraries. 

(&) TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES. 

The Massachusetts general court in 1848 passed an act authorizing the city of Bos- 
ton to levy a tax of $5,000 for the establishment of a free public library. This was 
a special act affecting only Boston, but iti was the initial step. In 1851 this act was 
made to apply to all the towns and cities in the State. The act of 1848 for Boston 
is really the germ out of which has grown much of the library legislation in this 
as well as other countries. Mr. Fletcher, in hie ^'Public libraries in America," says: 

^'The first step in the movement for establishing public libraries * » " seems 
to have been taken by the Hon. Josiah Quincy, jr., mayor of Boston, in October, 
1847. He proposed to the city council, and they passed, a request to the legislature 
that Boston be allowed to lay a tax to establish a free library. The legislature 
assented the same winter, and this was probably the beginning of such legislation 
in any part of the world. In 1851, other cities and towns claiming the same permis- 
sion, ibholaw was made general. The interest in libraries excited throughout England 
by the parliamentary investigation^ already referred to (of which I shall say more 
presently), was perhaps the immediate cause of similar legislation in that country, 
but the leaders of the movement there confessed that the idea came to them from 
America." 

New Hampshire, on July 7, 1849, passed a general law for free public libraries in all 
the towns ot* the State. It was the first law of its kind known in the history of 
library legislation. There is an interesting feature connected with library legislation 
in this State which it is well enough to mention. The town of Peterboro, in 1833, 



In 1817 a parUamentary commission was appointed; in 1850 commission made a report. 
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established a free public library which is still in existence. This library was main- 
tained for many years in whole or in part by municipal authority', find is entitled to 
the credit of being one of the first, if not the first, public library m the United States 
supported by public taxation. Under date of August 7, 1875, the Commissioner of 
Education at Washington, D. C, wrote in a letter to the late Prof. Albert Smith, of 
this town : 

**The first free public library supported or aided by taxation of which this Bureau 
has any account was established at Wayland, Mass., and was opened to the public in 
August, 1850. The second, at New Bedford, Mass., was opened in March, 1853. If 
the Peterboro town library was free to the inhabitants of the town prior to August, 
1850, whether supported by municipal taxation or by the income of invested bonds, 
it furnishes the first example of a free library, and we shall be glad to give it the 
credit." In another letter, of August 12, 1875: '*So far as any data are at present 
known to us, your library is the earliest of its kind. Should we obtain information 
of an earlier enterprise of the same kind, you will be duly informed. '' 

(c) FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES SUPPORTED BY THE STATE. 

The legislation in New Hampshire and Massachusetts had the effect of stimulating 
the movement in other States, and general library laws were passed as follows : 

Maine adopted a general library law in 1854; Vermont in 1865; Ohio in 1867; 
Colorado, Illinois, Now York, and Wisconsin in 1872; Indiana and Iowa in 1873; 
Texas in 1874; Connecticut and Rhode Island in 1875; Michigan in 1876; Nebraska 
in 1877; California, Minnesota, and New Jersey in 1879; Montana in 1883; New 
Mexico in 1884 ; Missouri in 1885; Kansas and Wyoming in 1886; North and South 
Dakota and Pennsylvania in 1887; Washington in 1890, and Mississippi (embodied 
in a municipal law) in 1892. 

In the District of Columbia,' Delaware, Kentucky, Nevada, North and South Caro- 
lina, and Oregon there has been no general library legislation. Provision is made by 
the Government for State libraries in the Territories. These libraries are for the use 
of the legislatures and the courts. In Kentucky general library legislation is now 
pending. 

It may not be out of place here to call attention to the subject of school libraries. 
Two States are selected and the legislation from these may be taken as typical of 
legislation with regard to this subject in other States. The provision invariably 
takes one of two forms, namely : 

1. Permission is given to the school district (almost always our local educational 
unit) to tax itself for the purpose of securing a school library, or 

2. The fund which is created by the State may be distributed to districts that have 
secured a certain number of books, or have taxed themselves to procure such books. 

It will be observed that there are some general principles upon which the States 
have encouraged the formation of school libraries, but there have been different 
methods of operating them to secure the object for which they were founded. For 
instance, the two .adjoining States of Michigan and Wisconsin deal with the subject 
in a somewhat different way. 

In Michigan a ** township library 8h<all be maintained in each organized township, 
which shall be the property of the township, but be in charge of the township board 
of school inspectors." But then it is added that "any school district by a two- thirds 
vote at any annual meeting may establish a district library, which shall be entitled 
to its just proportion of books from the library of any township in which it is situ- 
ated, and also to its equitable share of any library moneys remaining unexpended 
in such township at the time of the establishment of such district library, or shall 
afterwards be raised by tax or apportionment." 

In Wisconsin "the treasurer of each town (not tovnship) may withhold annually 
from the money secured from the State school fund for the several school districts 
an amount equal to 10 cents for each person of school age residing in the town for 
the purchase of books for a school library." Under this law more than one-half of 
the districts in Wisconsin have been supplied with helpful libraries. "Year by 
year," quoting the State superintendent, "as teachers and pupils learn to use these 
libraries to better advantage, they are becoming of greater value as educational 
agencies." 

The States which passed these laws evitlently recognized the principle that lies at 
the foundation of all legislation for free public libraries, that the library is and 
should be an essential part of the system of public education of the State, and, as 
such, should be maintained by public taxation; that it is the duty of the State to 
educate its citizens, and for that purpose public schools should be maintained. The 
public laws of many of the States had already recognized this principle. Here we 
see clearly set forth that the public library should complement the public school and 
be maintained in the same Avay as the public school. 



* Since the above was written Congress has passed a general library law. 
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An efficient scbool system is hardly possible without the public library. From 
what has been said we see the tendency in library legislation. Encouragement and 
help on the part of the State has become more and more prominent. From 1849 to 
1889 the laws enacted in many of the States granted to the cities, towns, and com- 
mualties nothing more than the right to establish and maintain public libraries. 
Permissive laws were unsatisfactory, and mandatory ones began to take their place. 

About the year 1890 a new era began to dawn. The State becomes more than a 
passive agent ; it takes action; it begins to manifest interest in the establishment 
of these libraries; it appropriates money for tbeir support by appointing library 
commissions and providing, in some cases, for instruction in library economy, man- 
agement, etc. Henceforth the establishment and maintenance of the public library 
is declared to bo a ])roper object of municipal expenditure. Massachusetts, on May 
28, 1890, ])assed such a law; New York, April 27, 1892; New Hampshire, March 22, 
1893; Maine, March 31, 1893; Connecticut, June, 1893; Wisconsin, April 19, 1895, 
and the District of Columbia March 18, 1^96. Kentucky and New Jersey have such 
laAvs ])onding, so that most cf the States now recojunizo fully the importance of 
making the library free, and are already carrying out the idra so beautifully set forth 
by Mr. George Ticknor in h.s letter to Edward Everett in 1851, which is as follows: 

**I would establish a library which diflers from all free libraries yet attempted — 
I mean one iu which any popular book tending to moral and intellectual improve- 
ment sliall bo furnished iu such number of copies that many persons can be reading 
the fiame book at the same time; in short, that not only the best books of all sorts, 
but the present literature of the day, shall be made accessible to the whole people 
when they most care for it, that is, when it is fresh and new. I would therefore 
continue to buy aduitional books of this class almost as long as they are asked for, 
and thus, by following the popular taste — unless it should demand somothinjj: inju- 
rious — create a real a]»petite for healthy reading. The appetite once formed will lake 
care of itself. It will, in a great majority of cates, demand better and better books,'' 

(d) RECENT STATE LIBRARY LAWS. 

The following observations and suggestions on this subject have been contributed 
by Mr. Frank C. Patten, librarian ot the Heleua public library, Helena, Mont. : 

The new educational movement for ]>ublic libraries is everjwhere a very rapidly 
growing one. These libraries are fast increasing in size and uselulneps as well as in 
number. For the promotion of the best interests of this great movement experience 
shows that a good State library law is a very important factor. Such a law, by laying 
out apian, encourages the establishment and promotes the growth of public libraries. 
It is easier iu any community to awaken interest in a library project if there is set 
forth in the State law a way of organizing the library that has proved successful 
elsewhere. The West is not behind in other educational good works, and it need not 
be in the matter of library legislation. 

Every year several of the States either make new library laws or make amendments 
to existing laws. The advance in library legislation in the last few years is as marked 
as is the growth of libraries. The following are believed to be the 

BEST RECENT STATE LIBRARY LAWS. 

Massachusetts f 1890. — To be obtained from State librarian, Boston, who is chairman 
of Massachusetts library conmiission. 

lUinoiSj act amended 1S91.— To bo obtained from librarian PubUc Library, Chicago. 

New York, 1892. — To bo obtained from State libarian, Albany. 

Connecticut, 1893.— To bo obtained from Miss Carolina M, He'wins, librarian Public 
Library, Hartford, who is secretary of Connecticut public library committee. 

New Hampshire, act amended 1SU5. — To be obtained from State librarian. Concord, 
who is a member of State board of library commissioners. 

Jrisconsin, 1895. — To he obtained from secretary State Historical Society, Madison, 
who is a member of the State library commission. 

Michigan, 1895. — To bo obtained from State librarian, Lansing. 

In attempting the enactment of any new library legislation or of any amend- 
ments to existing laws a clear idea should be had of the essentials of a good State 
library law. The following provisions are in line with the dictates of experience 
in those States where most attention is given to public libraries : 

(1) A SURE AKD STEADY REVENUE. 

The law should provide that, on the petition of, say, twenty-five taxpayers, the 
rate of taxation for public library support in any city, town, or other political unit 
shall be submitted to vote at general or special election. The rate should not be 
changed without another vote. This plan provides for what is of the utmost 
importance, a sure and steady library revenue, not subject to changes of city council 
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action. Under such a plan there need be no limit of rate placed in the State law, as 
no city will vote to tax itself too high for library support. A small place vnUy in 
fact, often fail to realize that in order to raise money enough to accomplish the 
object the tax must bo at a much higher rate than in a large place. In IlUnois the 
tax is in some places as high as 3 mills on the dollar. 

(2> CAHEFUL A:SD CONSECUTIVE MANAGEMENT. 

In order to remoYC public library management from the influence of party politics 
the library and its property should be wholly left to the control of trustees selected 
from citizens of recognized iitness for such duties. Experience seems to show that 
in cities the proper board of trustees ean best be secured by appointment of the 
mayor and confirmation by the council. Probably the best way is to provide for 
seven trustees, two to be appointed each year (one the fourth year) for a term of four 
years. This number is large enough to be representative and small enough to avoid 
the great difficulty in securing a quorum if the number is large. The length of term 
in connection with yearly appointment secures the mucli-nceded continuity of man- 
agement, and yet there is sufficient change of officers so that the board will not be 
too far removed from the public will. 

(3) A STATE CENTER FOR LIBRAPwY INTERESTS. 

Within a very few years each of several States has provided for a State library 
commission, to bo in some sense the head of public libraiy interests for the State. 
By having sniJill traveling libraries of fifty or one hundred volumes each to lend for 
a few months to localities that have no libraries, aud by having a little State aid to 
distribute wisely, the commission is able to encourage communities to do more for 
themselves in the matter of a library than they otherwise would. The commission 
gives advice concerning organization and administration whenevei it is asked, and 
a yearly report is made of their work and of library progress in the State. The 
State library commission has proved to be a useful agency wherever tried, and the 
plan seems likely to spread throughout the country. The moht eom])leto State sys- 
tem has been provided in New York, where all center in the State library at Albany 
as headqaarters. The library system of New York seems to be working very success- 
fully. 

New Hampshire was the first State to pass a comjiulsory law (1895) obliging each 
town to provide a public library. 

The following outline gives the 

mrORTA^s'T PROVISIOXS FOR A STATE LIBRARY LAW. 

General. — Purpose of public library broadly stated, 'perhaps in the form of a 
definition. It may include loan, reference, reading room, museum, lecture, art, and 
allied educational features. It may have branches. Mode x)reseribed for changing 
form of organization of a library to conform to new law.' 

Establishment of public libraries. — Any political body authorized to levy and collect 
taxes may establish the library itself alone, or conjointly with other such bodies, by 
vote at any election. Vote of electors given for special tax or bonds to provide 
rooms or grounds and buildings. 

Maintenance. — By annual rate of taxation voted by electors to continue until 
changed by vote. 

Alanafftment. — Wholly in hands of trustees constituting a board so formed as to be 
independent of party political control. Appointment by mayor and confirmation 
by council a good plan in cities. Membership to change gradually — one or two changes 
each year. Term of trustees not less than three years. Number of trustees not 
less than five. All property to be acquired, held, managed, or transferred by trus- 
tees. Requests and donations to the library to be held and managed for the public 
good by the trustees. 

rroteciion. — Penalties for theft, mutilation, overdetention, and disturbance. 

State 'publications. — All publications of the State to bo distributed free to public 
libraries. 

State Ubrai'p commission, — A body to be at the head of public library interests of the 
State, preferably to have the management of the State library and to center its 
work in that institution. The State university library might be a good center for 
the work. Members might be appointed by governor and confirmed by senate for a 
term of five years — one appointment each year. 



'Libraries for schoolrooms to bo composed of reference books, books for anpnlementary readine, 
class duplicates, and books for teachers shonld bo provided for in the public school law. School funds 
sbould be used and school authorities should manage these libraries. Tbe business of lending books 
for home uao is better and more economically managed by a public hbrary organization. 
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IVTiat may le done hy the commUsion. — Give advice and iustruction in organization 
and administration. Receive reports from all public libraries of the State and ren- 
der report. Manage the distribution of State aid. Manage system of traveling 
libraries. 

Counties or school districts may wish to establish and maintain libraries, and a law 
should be worded as to allow it. It is probably most convenient to have the library 
year correspond with the calendar year. It is well to have the trustees appointed 
and the report of the library made at a different time of the year from either the 
spring or fall elections. The library is thus more likely to be freed from the influ- 
ences of party politics. To have a library treasurer is i)robably the better plan, but 
library money may be kept in the hands of the city or town treasurer as a separate 
fund, and be paid out by order of the board of trustees only. 

Special conditions peculiar to each State often dictate modiflcations of any general 
plan for a State law. Anyone interested in the matter for his own State could read 
the general articles upon the subject and the various State laws, and then, with the 
assistance of the best legal talent to be obtained, frame an act appropriate to con- 
ditions of his State. 

in. 

RfiSUME OF LIBRARY LEGISLATION. 

Alabama and Arkansas have no legislation on libraries. 

Arizona, in its school laws passed in 1885, permits school trustees in townships 
where there are«a hundred school children to use $50 of the school fund and any 
donations they may receive for the purchase of books for the school libraries, which 
are to be free to the teachers and pupils and to residents on the payment of such 
sums as may be prescribed by the trustees. 

California, in 1854, adopted a district library law similar to that of the State of 
New York. In 1878 a law was passed modeled after the Illinois statutes (see statutes 
of California). In 1880 an act was passed authorizing towns and cities to levy and 
collect taxes as in all other cases for the maintenance and establishment of public 
libraries and reading rooms. See page 533 of this Report. 

Colorado, — In 1872 Colorado enacted a law modeled after the Illinois plan, but the 
towns and cities did not take advantage of this law. In 1893 an act was passed 
authorizing the school board in any district to levy a tax not to exceed one-tenth of 
1 mill, the proceeds of which shall be used exclusively for the purchase of books for 
a library, to be open to the public under such rules as the district board may pre- 
scribe. The laws now in force are given on page 536 of this Report. 

Connecticut. — In 1839 Connecticut passed a school library law, and a town library 
law in 1869. The public library laws of 1875 and 1876 permit towns and cities to 
establish libraries, but make no provision for their support by taxation. In 1881 a 
law was passed permitting towns to levy a tax of 2 mills on the dollar of valuation, 
the funds thus raised to be used for the support of public libraries; the fines for 
penal offenses may also be applied for the same purpose. In 1893 a law was passed 
making the State board of education a State library committee. This committee 
has the entire control of the public libraries of the State. (See p. 321 of the Public 
Acts of the General Assembly of Connecticut, 1893.) A full text of the law is given 
on page 538 of this Rei)ort. 

Delaware. — The ouly library legislation in Delaware is an act to establish a State 
library. 

District of Columhia. — A bill authorizing a municipal approx>riation for the support 
of a public free library was passed by the House of Keprosentatives on March 9, 1896. 
This bill carried an amendment assessing the cost of maintenance on the District and 
exempting Government property. On March 11 the Senate refused to concur in the 
amendment and the bill was laid over for conference of the two Houses. The bill, 
a copy of which may be found on page 539 of this Report, became a law June 3, 1896. 

Florida. — In 189iJ the legislature of Florida provided for the division of any couuty 
or counties into convenient school districts, and that any incorporated town or city 
might constitute a school district, and that money might be raised by taxation for 
the purchase of school libraries and text-books, lor the salaries of teachers, and for 
other educational purposes. This act also provides that the school commissioners 
may perform all acts reasonable and necessary for the promotion of the educational 
interests of the county or district and for the general diffusion of knowledge among 
its citizens. 

Georgia.— This State has no general legislation on the subject of public libraries. 
The law requires that ''money derived from fines for nonattendance at the county 
institutes shall be used in purchasing teachers' libraries for the counties in which the 
fines are collected.^' In this way an attempt has been made to gather under the 
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county suporintendent of education a library in each county in the State, but as the 
law has but recently been put in operation, very little has been done as yet toward a 
collection of books. 

Idaho. — Idaho has no direct mandatory legislation as to public libraries ; still there 
is a permissive act which gives the school districts the right to make purchases of 
library material to an amount not exceeding 25 per cent of the school fund for any 
one* year. 

Illinois. — In 1872 Illinois enacted a law with minute details for the establishment, 
government, and management of public libraries, and this law has been substantially 
copied by many of the Western States. It provides for a board of nine directors, 
an independent body nominated by the mayor and approved by the city council. 
This board has exclusive control of the library, with power to erect or lease build- 
ings, etc. Towns and villages may levy a tax for the support of public libraries, the 
tax not to exceed 2 mills on the dollar. Cities of less than 100,000 inhabitants, 1 
mill; cities over 100,000 inhabitants, one-fifth of a mill. The full text of this law 
may be found on page 540 of this Report. 

Indiana. — In 1871 Indiana passed a law making provision for public libraries. 
This law is claimed to be one of the simplest aud most concise of any legislation up 
to that date. In 1873 the library association law was extended so that the towns and 
cities were authorized to have libraries. In 1883 the old library legislation was so 
extended that the trustees of the town where a library was desired might levy a tax 
of not less than one-fourth nor more than three-fourths of a mill on the dollar of 
assessed valuation for the support of the same. The money thus raised was to be 
paid over to the officers of the library for the purchase of books and library equip- 
ment. See page 541 of this Report. 

Iowa. — In 1840 Iowa enacted a district library law. In 1873 a town library law, 
embodying a single section, was enacted authorizing any city or town to levy a tax 
of 1 mill on the dollar of valuation for the support of a free public library. 

Kansas. — On February 28, 1870, Kansas passed an act for the establishment of dis- 
trict school libraries. This proved unsatisfactory, as usual, and a free public library 
law was passed in 1886. 

Kentucky, — In 1875 Kentucky adopted a general library law, but little progress was 
made under that law. A bill prepared by the alumnaj of the Louisville high school 
providing for the establishment of a State library commission is now ponding in the 
Kentucky legislature. It provides for the appointment by the governor of live com- 
missioners wno shall serve during 1896, without salaries, and shall make a careful 
study of libraries in other States, extending their inquiries into organization, main- 
tenance, legislation. State systems, educational results of the work of libraries, and 
any other matters pertaining to the modern library- movement. Not later than Jan- 
nary 15, 1897, the commission shall make a report in writing to the governor, embody- 
ing the results of their inquiry and recommending such plans and legislation as in 
their judgment will best promote the educational interests of the people of the State 
through libraries. (A copy of this bill could not be obtained.) 

Louisiana. — There is no library legislation in Louisiana, except that which per- 
tains to the State library and to library associations. See library laws, page 546 of 
this Report. 

Maine. — In 1854 Maine passed an act that provides that any town or city may raise 
by taxation $1 on each ratable poll for the establishment of a free public library, 
and 25 cents annually thereafter for its maintenance. Under this law nothing was 
done, from the fact that the allowance was so meager that without aid from private 
individuals nothing could be done. By an act approved March 21, 1893, it was pro- 
vided that auy town may establish a free public library therein for the use of its 
inhabitants, and provided suitable rooms therefor, under such regulations for its 
government as the inhabitants from time to time may prescribe. See library laws, 
page 548 of this Report. 

Maryland. — The Maryland Code, article 77, section 87, provides as follows: '* For 
further encouragement of education, district school libraries should be established in 
each schoolhouse district, under the care of the teacher as librarian. For this purpose 
the sum of $10 per annum is ordered to be paid by the board of county school com- 
missioners, out of the city school funds, to any schoolhouse district as library money 
as soon as the people of the district raise an equal amount annually.^' See library 
laws, page 549 of this Report. 

Massachusetts. — Massachusetts began in 1851 with a law similar to that of Maine. 
In 1859 a larger tax was allowed, and in 1866 a law was enacted similar to that of 
New Hampshire, allowing any city or town to raise any sum which it deemed nec- 
essary. An act in 1870 '* for the establishment of districts for maintaining street 
lamps," granting power to ** maintain street lamps, establish and maintain libraries, 
and maintain sidewalks." The law of 1890 provides for a library commission. Mas- 
sachusetts seems to be the only State ^hat has made and published a compilation 
of its library laws. The historical value of this compilation justifies its republica- 



} 



630 EDUCATION REPORT, 1895-96. 

tlon. On page 549 of this Report will bo fonnd tho library logislation of Massachu- 
Betts from 1798 to 1890. 

Michigan. — Michigan stands alono in having iu the first constitntion of ttie State 
tho following clause: ^'The legislature shall also provide for the establishment of 
at least one library in every township." A school-district library law was enacted 
in 1859. This plan proved a failure^ as it had done in all the other States which 
adopted it. In 1877 a free public library law, similar to that of Illinois, was passed. 
In 1881 an act was passed authorizing the qualified vot^TS of any school district in 
which a district library ** may hereafter be established, to vote a district tax for the 
support of said library,'^ the tax to bo levied and collected iu the same manner as 
other township and school-district taxes. See library laws» page 566. 

Minnesota. — Minnesota p:is8ed a district library law in 1867. In the same year a 
law was passed exempting libraries and their buildings from taxation, and in 1875 
an act was passed for their protection. See library laws, page 568. 

Missouri. — In 1885 Missouri passed a public library law very similar in character 
to that of Illinois. This law was prepared by Mr. Crnnden, of the St.'Louis Public 
Library, and follows the Illinois law, with slight variations. The law regarding 
district libraries is given on page 588. 

Mississippi, — In 1892 Mississippi enacted a general library law (embodied in the 
municipal laws). 

Montana. — In 1883 Montana passed a general library law, modeled after the Illinois 
plan. It provided that the municipal authorities of any incorporated town or city 
may establish a free public library, and may levy a tax for its 8up}>ort not exceeding 
1 mill on the dollar of assessed valuation, llie law provides that the question of 
establishing a library must lirst be submitted to the voters of the district for accept- 
ance or rejection. 

Nebraska. — In 1877 Nebraska enacted a general library law, also modeled after the 
Illinois plan, but going more niiuutoly into details. See library laws, page 568. 

New Hampshire. — As has been noted elsewhere the first free public library (sup- 
ported by municipal authority) was established in New Hampshire iu 1833. This 
State enacted tbo lirst general free i)ublic library law in 1849. This law is very simple 
in form, and its main features remain unchanged. Any town may raise and appro- 
priate money for establishing and maintaining a library without limitation as to 
amount and as to management (the money to be raised by ordinary taxation). In 
1877 an act was passed for the protection of x>nblic libraries, and in 1891 the public 
statutes of New Hampshire, chapter 8, sections 21 to 26, provides a law for the sup- 
port of free public libraries by the State. See page 571. 

New Jerseif. — New Jersey, following the example of many other States, has modeled 
her library laws after Illinois. An act was passed in 1884 which provides that upon 
the approval of a majority of voters at a special election it shall be the duty of the 
authorities to levy a tax of one-third of a mill on the dollar of assessed valuation 
for a public library fund. The board of trustees, composed of the mayor, superin- 
tendent of public instruction, and five others appointed by the mayor is made a 
corporate body to serve without pay. The act further empowers three or more j>cr- 
Bous to organize a corporation for the purpose of establishing a free public library. 
See school library laws, page 572. 

New Mexico. — New Mexico, under an act of 1884 with regard to municipal corpora- 
tions, allows the council or trustees of any city or incorporated town to appropriate 
money for a public library, provided the annual appropriation shall not exceed 1 mill 
on the dollar of assessed valuation, and the law further provides that no aj>propria- 
tion shall be made until the proj)osition has been submitted to a popular vote. 

Nevada. — So far as can be learned, Nevada has no library legislation of any kind. 

New York. — As has been noted fully elsewhere, New York passed a district public 
library law in 1835. In 1838 the general assembly- appropriated $55,000 annually 
for the support of these libraries. As elsewhere, however, these district libraries 
prove«l a failure. Under a provision of the school law in 1847, there were a number 
of free libraries supported indirectly by taxation. In 1872 a public library law was 
passed providing that upon the written petition of the majority of all the taxable 
inhabitants of any village, town, or city, its common council, board of trustees, 
or town auditors, may establish and maintain a free public library, each qualified 
voter being required to pay $1 for the foundation, and 50 cents annually thereafter 
for its mjiinteuance. In 1885 the law was amended so as to include public reading 
rooms with or without libraries. It is not known that a single library was estab- 
lished under this law. In 1886 a law was passed to encourage the growth of free 
circulating libraries in the cities. On May 13, 18S7, an act was passed providing for 
libraries in towns and cities of less than ^.000 inhabitants. In 1892, an act for the 
encouragement of common school and public libraries was passed and approved by 
the governor on May 11. See library laws, page 572. 

Noi'th Carolina. — This State has no recent legislation other than that pertaining to 
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the State library. On page 576 will be found the laws in fall, beginning in 1715, and 
including all legislation in regard to libraries. 

2iorih Dakota. — In 1890 the legislature of North Dakota passed a law for the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of a law library for the State University. In 1891 a law 
was passed for the purchase of reference and pedagogical books for a State educa- 
tional library in the office of the superintendent of public instruction. In the same 
year a law was passed for the establishment of district school board libraries. For 
library laws, see page 584. 

Ohio. — The first public library laws in Ohio were passed in 1867. Other laws were 
enacted in 1873 and 1875. Under the school library law of 1853 the State had an 
experience similar to that of New York, and in 1868 it was a question what to do 
with tlio books of the school libraries of the State. Tlio present free x)ublio library 
law authorizes towns and cities to raise money by taxation for the establishment and 
maintenance of libraries. The law further provides that in cities of 20,000 inhabi- 
tants and over, the board of education may appoint a library commission of tlireo 
who shall have entire control of the library, its administration, appointment of 
officers, etc., and even the levying of taxes for the support and increase of the 
library, but this commission is amenable to the board of education. See library 
laws, page 585. 

(h'eg^m.—'^hc only information obtained from this State is the following regarding 
school libraries, taken from the school laws of 1893: 

^^Sectiox 37a. The directors of school districts are hereby allowed to purchase 
from time to time, with the common school fund for their districts, such books of 
reference and apparatus as the interests of the school demand; and the books of 
reference and apparatus Bhallbokept at^the schoolhouse during each term of school, 
for the use of the teachers and pupils: Providedf That the yearly ex]>enditures 
therefor shall not exceed $50 in districts receiving $500 or over from the common 
school fund, and 10 per centum thereof in districts receiving less than $500 
therefrom." 

'j^ Pennsylvania, — Pennsylvania has a district library law passed in 1864, and a gen- 
eral library law for the incorporation of library associations was passed in 1874. A 
law has been passed by the legislature appropriating all taxes on dogs for the sup- 
port and maintenance of public libraries now organized, provided the library com- 
pany shall provide and maintain a free reading room for the town, city, or borough 
where established. See library laws, page 587. 

Rhode Island. — In 1867 Rhode Island gave the towns power to establish public 
libraries, and in 1869 a law was passed empowering two towns to combine and form 
a library jointly. In 1875 a free public library law was passed. Any town or city 
may levy a tax of 2^ mills on the dollar of valuation for the establishment of a 
library, and two-tenths of a mill annually thereafter for the maintenance of the same. 

South Carolina. — On November 16, 1700, the legislative assembly passed an act look- 
ing to the preservation of the library of the Rev. Thomas Bray, D. D., founder of 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. There has been no 
other legislation, except for the State library. 

llnneHsee. — There is no legislation in this State regarding public libraries. There 
are in Tennessee, as in a number of other States, general acts for the incorporation 
and protection of libraries. 

Texas. — Texas enacted a law in 1874 which provides that any incorporated town or 
city may establish a free public library and may make such regulations and grant 
such parts of its revenues for the maintenance and increase thereof as the municipal 
government of the town may determine. 

Utah. — On March 9, 18G'6, the legislature of Utah passed a bill which provides that 
the common council of a city or town may levy a tax for the establishment and 
maintenance of free public libraries. See page 590 for legislation in full. 

Vermont. — In 1865 Vermont established a law similar to that of New Hampshire, and 
in 1867 modeled a law after that of Maine. It provides 50 cents per poll annually 
for the maintenance of the library. In 1869 a library -association law was passed. 
In 1884 the general library law was amended by raising the legal limit of expenditure 
from $1 to $3 per poll for the establishment of a library, leaving the tax per poll at 
50 cents thereafter for the maintenance of the same. On November 9, 1894, a law 
was passed creating a library commission. Section 1 of that act reads as follows: 

**Tho governor shall appoint five persons, residents of the State, who shall consti- 
tute a board of library commissioners. The governor shall designate the chairman 
thereof. One member of said board shall be appointed for the term of five years, 
one for four years, one for three years, one for two years, and one for one year, and 
thereafter the term of office of the commissicmers shall be five years. All vacancies 
of said board, whether occurring by expiration of term or otherwise, shall be filled 
by the governor." 

Washington. — So far as learned, there has been no general library legislation in 
Washington. 
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West Virginia, — Nothing reported from this State. 

Wisconsin, — In 1868 Wisconsin passed a law permitting towns and cities to raise 
by taxation annually $150 for the purchase of books. In 1872 a law was enacted 
similar to that of Illinois, by which towns and cities were authorized to levy a tax 
of 1 mill on the dollar for the establishment and support of free public libraries. 
In 1876 an excellent law, prepared by the American Library Association, was passec 
for the establishment and maintenance of libraries in towns and villages. The 
substance of the law is as follows : 

"The common council of every city not exceeding in population 50,000 inhabi- 
tants, and the village board, or board of trustees, of every village, and the town 
board of every town containing over 2,000 inhabitants, shall have power to estab- 
lish and maintain a public library and reading room, and for such purposes may 
annually levy, and cause to be collected as other general taxes are collected, a tax 
not exceeding 1 mill on each dollar of taxable property of such city, town, or vil- 
lage, or may set aside and appropriate a sum not to exceed 10 per cent of the money 
received in any year for license issued for vending or dealing in spirituous, vinous, 
or fermented liquors, to constitute a library fund, which fund shall be kept by the 
treasurer separate and apart from other money of the city, town, or village, and 
to be used exclusively for sueh purposes : Provided, That no tax shall be levied with- 
out the same first be submitted *to a vote and be approved by a majority of the 
votes cast at such election in such city, town, or village on such question.'' 

For the government of such free public libraries the law provides for a board of 
nine directors who shall be appointed by the mayor, president of the town council, or 
chairman of village trustees, and approved by the general council of the city or town, 
the said directors to serve without compensation. The law of 1895, appointing a 
library commission, will be found on page 596. 

Wyoming. — The public library law of Wyoming, as it appears in the revised stat- 
utes of 1887, reads as follows: 

" Section 684. When the county commissioners of any county have received proper 
and sufficient guarantees, whether in the form of conveyance; or bonds of citizens, 
or associations or corporations, that a suitable ])lace shall be permanenlly furnished 
for the i)rotection and use of a public library, as a condition ])rocedent to their own 
action, under the provisions of this section it shall be their duty to levy annually a 
tax of not less than one-eighth of a mill nor more than one-half of a mill on the dol- 
lar on all taxable property in the county lor the establishment and maintenance of 
a public library to be located at tbo county seat of such county." 

The law also provides that the county commissioners may appoint three trustees to 
constitute a library board, the same to have entire charge of the organization and 
management of the library. The law iiirther provides that no jiart of the library 
fund shall be ex])ended for sectarian or professional books, and that not more than 
25 per cent of said fund shall be expended for works of fiction, but that the books 
purchased "shall be of a kind best suited to inform the mind and improve the char- 
acter of the reader." For library laws of the State, see page 597. 
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IV. 

STATE LIBRARY LAWS. 

An effort has been made to collect the library laws of the various States and 
Territories. The success of this effort may be judged from what appears in the 
pages which follow. This effort, it is hoped, may be the means of stimulating States 
which heretofore have taken no action with regar<l to library legislation. The 
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information from many of the States is fragmentary and not altogether satisfactory, 
but it is given for what it is worth. In other States it appears that the library laws 
have never been compiled, so that it would require an extensive search to ascertain 
what laws regarding public libraries have been enacted. 

Massachusetts seems to be the ouly State that has published a compilation of her 
library laws. This compilation is of great historical value, and is given in full as a 
sample for other States desiring to make a compilation of their library laws. The 
laws of North Carolina are given at great length, as much on account of their 
quaintnest as on account of the light which they throw upon the early history of 
the State. 

The more recent public library laws of several of the States are given as samples 
for other States that may be contemplating the establishment of public libraries. 
It may also be seen from this compilation what progress has been made in the several 
States regarding the establishment and maintenance of public libraries. 

The courtesy of the various State officials who have so kindly and promptly replied 
to letters of inquiry is hereby acknowledged. 

ARIZONA. 

[Sections 95 and M of the school laws of the Territory of Arizona, as approred March 10, 1887, and 

amended by the sixteenth legislative assembly.] 

Section 95. Boards of school trustees in cities and in districts containing one 
hundred or more census children may use the school fund, together with such moneys 
as may be added thereto by donation^ in the purchase of books for school libraries: 
Provided, That the amount so expended from the school fund m one year shall not 
exceed tiffcy dollars : And provided further, That no warrant shall be drawn by the 
county school superintendent on the order of any board of trustees m payment for 
any books unless such order is accompanied by an itemized bill showing the books 
and the price of each in payment for which the order is drawn. 

Sec. 96. Libraries are under the control of the board of trustees, and must be 
kept, when practicable, in the schoolhouses. The libraries shall be free to all pupils 
of a suitable age belonging to the school, and any resident of a district may become 
entitled to its privileges by the payment of such annual or monthly fee as may be 
prescribed by the trustees. The trustees shall be held accountable for the proper 
care and preservation of the library, and they shall report to the county school 
superintendent, when required, all library statistics on blanks furnished by the 
superintendent of public instruction for that purpose. 

CALIFORNIA. 

STATE LIBRARY. 

Section 2292. The State library is under the control of a board of trustees, con- 
sisting of live members, elected by the legislature in joint convention assembled, and 
holding their office lor the term of four yeavs. 

Sec. 2293. The powers and duties of the board are as follows : 

1. To make rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law, for their government 
and for the government of the library. 

2. To appoint a librarian. 

3. Whenever necessary, to authorize the librarian to appoint an additional deputy. 

4. To sell or •exchange duplicate copies of books. 

5. To keep in order and repair the books and property in the library. 

6. To draw from the State treasury at any time all moneys therein belonging to the 
library fund. 

7. To report to the governor biennially a statement of their transactions. 

Sec. 2294. The librarian holds his office for the term of four years, unless sooner 
removed by a unanimous vote of all the trustees. 
Sec. 2295. It is the duty of the librarian : 

1. To be in attendance at the library during office hours. 

2. To act as secretary of the board of trustees, and to keep a record of their pro- 
ceedings. 

3. To purchase books, maps, engravings, paintings, and furniture for the library. 

4. To number and stamp all books and maps belonging to the library, and to keep 
a catalogue thereof. 

5. To have bound all books and papers that require binding. 

6. To keep a register of all books and property added to library, and of the cost 
tbereof. 

7. To keep a register of all books taken from the library. 

8. To establish and maintain a system of domestic and foreign exchange of books, 
and to obtain from the secretary of state such numbers of all State publications as 
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may be sufficient to meet the demands of the system established. [Approved March 
30; in effect July 6, 1874.] 

i^EC. 2296. Books may be taken from the library by the members of the legislature 
during tbc sessions thereof, and by other State officers at any time. 

Sec. 2297. Books taken by members of the legislatore most be retumed at the 
close of the session; and before the controller draws his warrant iu favor of any * 

member of the legislature for his last week's salary he most be satisfied that such 
member has returned all books taken by him and paid for any injuries thereto. 

Sec. 2298. The controller, if notitied by the librarian that any officer has failed to 
rotiiru books taken by him within the time prescribed by the rales, and after demand 
made, must not draw his warrant for the salary of such officer autU the return is 
made or three times the value of the books, or of any injury thereto, has been paid 
to the librarian. 

Sec. 2299. Every person who injures or fails to return any book taken is liable to 
the librarian in three times the valno thereof. 

Skc. 2300. The Stato library fund consists of the fees collected and paid into the 
State treasury by the secretary of stato and surveyor-general. [Approved March 30: 
in effect July 6, 1874.] 

Sec. 2301. During the session of the legislature and of the supremo court the 
library must be kept open every day from nine o'clock a. m. until nine o'clock p. m., 
and at other times, during such hours as the trustees may direct. 

Sec. 2302. The annual salary of the librarian is three thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2303. The annual salary of each deputy is eighteen hundred dollars. 

Sec. 2304. The librarian must execute an official bond in the sum of three thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec. 2305. This chapter shall be in force and effect from and after the first day of 
Hay, eighteen hundred and seventy-two. 

free public libraries. 

Chainci' CXXVI. 

AS ACT to establish free libraries and reatling rooms. 

(Approved April 26, 1880.) ^^ 

The people of the State of Califomiaj represented in senate and assemMy, do enact as 
follows : 

Section 1. For the purposes of this act cities of this Stato are classified as follows: 

1, Cities of less than ouo hundred thousand population. 

2. Cities of more than ono hundred thousand population. 

Sec. 2. The municipal authorities of any incorporated city of this Stato are author- 
ized and empowered, by a resolution duly passed for that purpose, to levy and collect 
as in other. cases annually, a tax not to exceed ono mill on the dollar, for the purpose 
of establishing and maintaining in such city free public libraries and reading rooms 
and purchasing such books, journals, and other publications, purchasing and leasing 
such real and personal property, and erecting such buildings as may be necessary 
therefor. 

Sec. 3. All mouey and revenue paid, collected, or received by authority of anything 
herein contained, whether by taxation, gift, devise, bequest, or otherwise, shall belong 
to and.be known and desiguated as the ** Library fund,'^ and shall bo paid into the 
proper city treasury, and there kept separate and apart from other funds, and be . 
drawn therefrom as hereinafter provided, but only to bo used and applied to the 
purposes herein authorized. 

Sec. 4. All property, real and personal, acquired by purchase, gift, devise, bequest, 
or otherwise, under the provisions of or for any ))urpose authorized by this act, shall 
vest, be, and remain in the proper city, and may be protected, defended, and sued for 
by action at law, or otherwise, in the name of such city as in other cases. 

Sec. 5. In a city of le»s than ono hundred thousand population live trustees shall 
be elected at the same time and in the same manner as the other town officers are 
elected. They shall hold office the same length of time to carry into effect the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Sec. 6. In a city of more than ono hundred thousand population the mayor or chief 
executive officer, during his continuance in office, and eleven citizens thereof, to be 
appointed by the governor of this State, shall constitute the first board of trustees 
of any library or reading room establisheil or acquired in such city under this act. 

Sec. 7. The office of trustee shall be honorary, without salary or other compensa- 
tion, and shall continue during good behavior; but for good cause a trustee may be 
removed from office by proceedings in the supreme court in behali of the proper city 
in manner provided for the removal irom office of other city officers. 

Sec. 8. The trustees of any library or reading room established or acquired by 
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aath(»'ity of this act sliall tako clinrge of tho same «ind of all real and personal 
pro|>erty thereuuto belonging, or that may be ac*)uiretl by loan^ purchase^ ffi^t, devise, 
or otherwise. They shall meet for business pnrjyoses on tho tirnt Tuesday of each 
month, and at such other times as they may appoint, at a place to be proTided for 
the purpose, and a majority of all their number shall constitute a quorum for busi- 
ness. They may appoint one of their number to act a.s president of tlio board, and 
may elect a librarian. They shall also elect a secretary, who shall keep a full state- 
ment and account of all property, money, receipts, and expenditures, and a record and 
full minutes in writing of all their proceedings. Tho secretary may certify to such 
proceedings or any part or portioij. thereof, under his hand, verified by an official seal 
adopted and provided by the trustees for that purpose. 

Sec. 9. Such trustees by a majority vote of all their members, to be recorded in tho 
minutes with the ayes and noes at length, Bhall have power: 

1. To make and enforce all rules, regulations, and by-laws necessary for the admin- 
istration, government, and protection of such library and reading room, an<l all 
property belonging thereto, or that may bo loaned, devised, bequeathed, or donated 
to the same. 

2. To exercise and administer any trust declared or created for such library or 
reading room, and to provide memorial tablets and niches to x>crpetuate the memories 
of those persons who may make valuable donations tbtrreto. 

3. To remove any trustee who may neglect to attend the meetings of the board of 
trustees, or who may absent himself from such meetings, or without the consent 
of the board, from the State for three consecntlve months } and to fill all vacancies 
that may from any causo occur in tho board. 

4. To deline the powers and clescribe tho duties of any and all officers, determine 
the number and elect all necessary subordinate oificera and assistants, and at their 
pleasure remove any officer or assistant. 

5. To purchase necessary books, joumabt, publications, and other personal 
property. 

6. To order the drawing and payment, upon proi>erly authenticated vouchers, 
duly certified by tho president and secretary, of money from out of tho library fund 
for any liability or expenditure herein authorized ; and generally to do all that may 
bo necessiiry to fully carry into effect tho provisions of this act. 

7. To fix the salaries of the libriirian, secretary, and other subordinate officers and 
assistants, and by and with the consent and approval of the legislative or other 
prox>er authority of tho proper city, expressed by resolution duly passed, to purchase 
said real estate, erect and equip such buildings as may be necessary for such library 
arfd reading room. 

Sec. 10. The orders and demands of the trustees of any such library or reading 
room of any city, when duly made and authenticated as above provided, shall be 
verified and audited by tho auditing officer, an<l paid by the treasurer of sucli city 
out of the library fund properly belonging thereto, of which fdll entry and record 
shall be kept as in other cases. 

Sec. 11. The trustees of such library or reading room on or before tho first Monday 
of July of each year shall make an annual rep »rt to the municipal authorities of 
their city, giving the condition of their trust, with full statements of all property 
and money received, whence derived, how used aud expended; the number of books, 
journals, and other publications on haiid, the number added by purchase, gift, or 
otherwise during each year, the number lost or missing, the number and character 
of those loaned, and such other statistics, information, and suggestions as may bo 
of general interest. A financial report showing all receipts an«l disbursemi'nts of 
money shall also be made by the secretary of the board of trustees, duly verified by 
his oath. 

Sec. 12. The proper municipal authorities of any city wherein a public library or 
reading room may bo established shall have power to pass ordinances for the pro- 
tection of tho samo and all property thereto belonging, and for imposing penalties 
for the punishment of persons committing injury to such library or reading room, or 
the property or books thereof, or for failure to return any book or other pToi>erty 
belonging thereto. They shall also have power, by a resolution duly passed for such 
purpose, to grant, donate, or authorize tho use of, cither in whole or in part, any 
land, square, or real estate belonging to such city or town, or dedicated to public use 
therein, for tho purpose of erecting and maintaining a building to be uscii only for 
a public library and reading room, as herein authorized. 

Sec. 13. The words *'city or cities'' wherever used in this act are intended to and 
shall include all incorpor.ited cities and towns, and cities and counties with consoli- 
dated government, and shall be construed accordingly. 

Sec. 14. An act entitled ^'An act to establish and maintain free public libraries 
and reading rooms," approved March the eighteenth, eighteen hundreil and seventy- 
eight, is hereby repealed. All libraries and reading rooms heretofore established by 
authority of the last-mentioned act iu any city or town, or city and county, and all 
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property, real and personal, thereto belonging, shall bo turned over to the charge, 
custody, and administration of such trustees as may bo continued or appointed 
therein respectively under the provisions of this act, with like powers and liabilities 
as if sach library had been established under this act. 

Sec. 15. This act shall take eflfect on the first day of May, A. D. eighteen hundred 
and eighty. [Code of California, p. 126.] 

COLORADO. 
[From Public Library Handbook, Denver, Colo.] 

Colorado's library law is not in a very satisfactory condition. Statutes and parts 
of statutes passed at different times seem in part to contradict and in part to dupli- 
cate one another. Just what may and may not be done under the existing laws ii 
would probably be impossible to determine except through judicial interpretation. 
The following digest may serve a good purpose in making it plain that our present 
library law is very obscure. 

The establishment and maintenance of free public libraries is declared to be a 
proper object of municipal expenditure. The trastees of any city or incorporated 
town may appropriate money for a public library if at a previous election a majority 
of the people have voted in favor of such action: Provided^ No such appropriation 
shall exceed one mill upon the dollar. Every city or incorporated town in which 
sach a library shall be maintained shall be entitled to receive a copy of the laws, 
journals, and all other works published by the authority of the State after the 
establishment of such a library, for the use of such library, and the secretary of 
state is authorized to furnish the same from year to year to such city or incorporated 
town. (Mills's Annotated Statutes, sec. 4403, par. 76.) 

The clear proceeds of certain lines and penalties may be applied to the establish- 
ment and support of a public library. (Mills, 2815.) 

The council or trustees of any city or town may, if they see fit, apply any part 
of the clear proceeds of certain fines in aid of any library association for the benefit of 
the public Provided^ Such library association give the council or trustees such rep- 
resentation in its board of management as the latter may ask. (Mills, 2821.) 

The city council of any incorporated city may establish and maintain a public 
library and reading room, and may levy a tax for such i>urpose of not to exceed one 
mill on the dollar annually ; in cities of over one hundre<l thousand inhabitants this 
tax is not to exceed one-iialf of oue mill on a dollar annually. (Sess. Laws, 1893, 
Chap. CXV, sec. 1.) 

When any city has established a library under the foregoing section, the mayor 
shall appoint six ])ersons, who, together with the mayor, shall constitute the library 
board. The appointments must be approved by the citj^ council. (Sess. Laws, 1893, 
Chap. CXV, sec. 2.) 

One-half of these directors hold office for one year and one-half for two years 
from the first of July following their appointment. The mayor shall annually there- 
after appoint three directors, and shall fill all vacancies. Any director may be 
removed by the mayor and council for cause. (Sess. Laws, 1893, Chap. CXV, sees. 3 
and 4.) 

No directors shall receive compensation. (Sess. Laws, 1893, Chap. CXV, sec. 4.) 

Each director shall give a boud of five hundred dollars. (Mills, 2819.) 

The mayor is president of the hoard. The board elects other officers, and makes 
rules and by-laws, has exclusive control of the expenditure of all money, and the 
management of all grounds, buildings, rooms, etc., owned, leased, or set apart for 
library purposes. The library fund must be deposited in the city treasury. The 
board has power to appoint a suitable librarian and assistants and to tix their com- 
pensation. (Sess. Laws, 1893, Chap. CXV, sec. 5.) 

All libraries established under this act shall be forever free. The board may 
exclude any person who wilfully violates the library rules. The use of the library 
may be extended to persons residing outside of the city, but within the State. 
(Sess. Laws, 1893, Chap. CXV, sec. 6.) 

The board of directors must make an annual report to the city council. (Sess. 
Laws, 1893, Chap. CXV, sec. 7.) 

The city council of any city has power to pass ordinances imposing suitable penal- 
ties for the punishment of persons injuring any book or other property of the library, 
or for the failure to return books horrowed. (Sess. Laws, 1893, Chap. CXV, sec. 8. ) 

Any person may make any gift, donation, etc., to the library, by vesting the title 
of the same in the library board, as special trustees. (Sess. Laws, 1893, Chap. CXV, 
sec. 9.) 

If fifty legal voters of any incorporated town present a petition asking that an 
annual tax be levied to establish and maintain a free public library, and a majority 
of the legal voters vote in favor of such action at the next annual election th** +«>■▼ 
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mentioned in the petition shall be collected and known as the ''library fund.^' Such 
tax shall cease whenever the majority of legal voters so determine. (Sess. Laws, 
1893, Chap. CXV, sec. 10.) 

At the next regular election after any town shall have voted to establish a free 
public library, a board of six directors shall be elected, one-half to servo one year 
and one-half to serve two years. The bojird shall have the same powers as are con- 
ferred on the library board in a city. (Sess. Laws, 1893, Chap. CXV, sec. 11.) 

The board of any school district may order a levy of not to exceed one-tenth of 
one mill, the proceeds of which shall be used exclusively for the purchase. of books 
for a library which shall be open to the public. (Mills, 4032.) 

Any library association can sell or lease its property in any manner it may desire 
to the board of directors of any public library upon the vote of the majority of its 
subscribers or stockholders. (Sess. Laws, 1893, Chap. CXV, sees. 12 and 13.) 

Public libraries are exempt from taxation. (Mills, 3766; constitution of Colorado, 
Art. X, sec. 4.) 

The State librarian is- directed to turn over to the librarian of any free public 
library in this State, if desired for public use therein, and to take the receipt of such 
librarian therefor, one copy of each and every such book, pamphlet, or ])eriodical 
published by the State as can be spared, now on hand, or which shall be published 
by the State from time to time hereafter. (Mills, 2822.) 

THE STATE LIBRARY. 

The State superintendent of public instruction is ex officio librarian for the State. 
The State library is open to the public from ten a.m. to twelve m., and from two 
p. m. to four p. m. each day, except Sundays and holidays. (Mills, 2802: \ 

The librarian has charge of all books, etc., and keeps a regular file of all such State 
newspapers as may be donated. (Mills, 2803.) 

He may employ an assistant librarian who shall have charge of the State library, 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by the State librarian or by law. The 
salary of the assistant librarian is one thousand dollars per annum. (Mills, 3979.) 

All books sent by other States are received and properly labeled ond arranged by 
the librarian. (Mills, 2804. ) 

Receipt of each book, etc., is acknowledged and a record kept. (Mills, 2805.) 

The librarian makes rules and regulations. (Mills, 2806.) 

Statutes, journals, legislative documents, and other books are to be exchanged with 
other legislative bodies and State libraries as the librarian deems proper. (Mills, 
2807.) 

All persons are permitted to visit the library, examine and read the books therein, 
and may take out any book and retain the same three weeks on depositing with the 
librarian, to insure its safe return, a sum of money equal to double the value of the 
book. State and county officers have free access to the library, but they may not 
obtain books for persons not engaged in public work. (Mills,.2808.) 

The State librarian makes a full and complete report to the general assembly. 
(Mills, 2809. ) 

The librarian must file a bond. (Mills, 2814.) 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 

The qualified electors of any district of the third class, when assembled at any 
regular or special meeting, may order a sufficient levy on all the taxable property of 
the district to procure libraries for the schools. (Mills, 4027. See also p. 159, Mills, 
4032.) 

[Section 67 of the school laws of the State of Colorado as amended to date, 1893.] 

Section 67. On or before the day designated by law for the commissioners of each 
county to levy the requisite taxes for the then ensuing year, the school board in 
each district shall certify to the county commissioners the number of mills per dollar 
which it is necessary to levy on the taxable property of the district to raise a special 
fund for any of the purposes specified in section fifty-one of this chapter, and tbo 
county commissioners shall cause the same to be levied at the same time that other 
taxes are levied, and the amount of such special tax which shall bo assessed to each 
taxpayer of such district shall be placed in a separate column of the tax book, which 
shall be headed ** Special school tax:" Providedf That a school board of a di.strict 
of the third class shall not certify, as above, to a higher rate than fifteen mills per 
dollar. There shall also be a column in said tax book in which shall be designated 
the number of the school district in which the property is listed. This tax shall bo 
collected in cash only, and placed to the credit of the proper district as fast as col- 
lected, and the amount placed to the credit of each district shall bo reported to the 
secretary of such district at the end of every month, and shall be subject to the order 
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of tlio district board. It is hereby ma<lo tlio daty of tho county assessor and connty 
treasurer to so arraugo their tax schedules and books as to conform to the above 
provisions: Provided^ That the couuty assessor shall list all property, both real and 
personal, in the school district in which the same may be on the first day of May : 
And lyyorided furtive)', That tlio boatd of any district may onler the levy of not to 
exceed one-tenth of one mill, the proceeds of which shall be used exclusively in the 
purcliase of books for a library, to bo open to the public, under such rules as the 
district board may deem ueedful for the proj»er care of tho said library. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Below will be found the law relating to libraries passed by the general assembly 
of 1893, and found on page 321 of the Public Acts: 

Skctiox 1. Any town, borough, or city may establish a public library, the use of 
wliich, under proper regulations, shall bo free to its inhabitants. Any to^vll, 
borough, or city may expend such sum of money as may be necessarj- to provide 
and furnish suitable rooms or a suitable building for the library so established, or 
for a previously existing public library, the use of which is free to its inhabitants. 

Sec. 2. Any town, Iwrough, or city may annually expend such sum of money as 
shall be necessary for the proper maintenance and increase of a public library 
within its limits whose use is free to its inhabitants. A-ny town shall have power 
at any meeting, duly called for the purpose, to fix by a proper by-law the amount 
which shall bo annually expended for the public library therein. The treasurer of 
such town shall thereafter annually pay upon the order of the officer designated by 
the directors.or trustees managing its public library the bills incurred for the main- 
tenanco and increase of said library, not exceeding in the aggregate the sum speci- 
liod in said by-law. The town clerk may deposit in a public library within his 
town any books other than records placed by law or otherwise in his custody. 

Sec. 3. Any town, borough, or city may receive, hold, and manage any devise, 
bequest, or donation for the establishment, increase or maintenance of a 2)ablic 
library within its limits. 

Sec. 4. In the absence of any other lawful provision for the management of a 
public library in any town or borough, the said town or borough shall elect a board 
of directors who shall manage said public library. Said board may, from time to 
time, make by-laws not inconsistent with the laws of this State for its own government 
and may adopt rules controlling the use of tho libraxy and the administration of its 
affairs. Said board shall have the exclusive right to expend, according to its best 
judgment, all money ap])ropriated by the town or borough for the library, aud shall 
have control of tho grounds, buildings, aud rooms used for the purposes of tho 
library. 

Sec. 5. The first election of directors may take place at any meeting of the town 
or borough called for that purpose, it shall first be determined by a by-law of the 
town to be adopted a*t this meeting what the number of directors constituting said 
1 oard shall be, such number to be in all cases one divisible by three. One-third 
of this number shall then bo elected to hold office until the next annual meeting, 
one-third until tho second annual meeting, and tho remaining one-third until the 
third annual meeting thereaiter. At each annual meeting of said town or borough, 
one-third of the directors shall be elected by ballot to hold office for three years. 

Sec. 6. No director of a public library elected as above provided shall receive 
compensation for any services rendered as director. 

Sec. 7. Tho State board of education shall annually apjioint five pcr.sous who shall 
be known as tho Connecticut Public Library Committee. 

Sec. 8. No member of said library committee shall receive any compensation for 
his services as such member, but the board may expend a sum not exceeding five 
hundred dollars annually for clerical assistance and incidental and necessary 
expenses incurred in the discharge of its duties. 

Sec. 9. The librarian or director of any public library and the teachers of any 
public school may ask said committee for advice and assistance in regard to the selec- 
tion and purchase of books, the cataloguing of books and any other matters pertain- 
ing to the maintenance or administration of the library, and the committee shall 
give advice and assistance in regard to said matters so far as it shall find it practica- 
ble to do so. The committee shall bienniallj^ make a report of its doings to tho gen- 
eral assembly. 

Sec. 10. If any town having no free public library shall establish a free public 
library and shall i>rovide for the care, custoily, and distribution of books and for the 
future maintenance and increase of such library in a manner satisfactory tG said 
library commitiee, said committee is hereby authorized to expend for books to be 
sehicted by the said committee a sum not to exceed the amount expended by the said 
town for the establishment of such library and not to exceed two hundred dollars. 

Sec, 11. The treasurer of the State shall pay the bills incurred uuder this act upon 
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the order of the secretary of the State Loard of education. Said board slinll keep 
an account of all money expended nnder this act, and the comptroller shall annually 
audit said account. The provisions of sections 405 and 407 of the General Statutes 
shall not apply to the payment of money expended under this act. 

Sec. 12. No person shall be ineligible by reason of sex to servo on the board of 
directors of any public library or on the Connecticut public library committee. 

Sec. 13. Sections 143, 144, and 153 of the General Statutes are hereby repealed. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

AN ACT to establiah and provide for the maintenanco of a free public library and reading room in 

the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Bepresentatives of the United States ofAvncrica 
in Congress assembled, That a free public library and reading room is hereby estab- 
lished and shall bo maintained in the District of Columbia, which shall be the 
property of the said District and a supplement of the public educational system of 
said District. All actions relating to such library, or for the recovery of any penal- 
ties lawfully established in relation thereto, shall be brought in the name of the 
District of Columbia, and the Commissioners of said District arc authuriztrd on 
behalf of said District to accept and take title to all gifts, bequests, and devises for 
the purpose of aiding in the maintenance or endowment of said library; and the 
Commissioners of said District are further authorized to receive as component parts 
of said library collections of books and other publications that may be trauslerred 
to them. 

Sec. 2. That all persons who are permanent or temporary residents of the District 
of Columbia shall be entitled to the privileges of said library, including the use of 
the books contained therein, as a lending or circulating library, subject to such rules 
and regulations as may be lawfully established in relation thereto. 

Sec. 3. That the said library shall be in charge of a board of library trustees, who 
shall purchase the books, magazines, and newspapers, and procure the necessary 
appendages for such library. The said board of trustees shall be composed of nine 
members, each of whom shall be a taxpayer in the District of Columbia, and shall 
serve without compensation. They shall be appointed by the Commissioners of the 
Distiict of Columbia and shall hold office for six years: Proridedy That at the first 
meeting of the said board the members shall be divided b.7 lot into three classes. 
The lirst class, composed of three members, shall hold oflice for two years; the 
second class, composed of three members, shall hold office for four years; the third 
class, composed of three members, shall hold office for six years. Any vacancy 
occurring iu said board shall be filled by the District Commissioners. Said board 
shall have power to provide such regulations for its own organization and government 
as it may deem necessary. 

Sec. 4*! That the said board shall have power to provide for the proper care and 
preservation of said library, to prescribe rules for taking and returning books, to lix, 
assess, and collect fines and penalties for the loss of or injury to books, and to estab- 
lish all oth6r needful rules and regulations for the management of the library as the 
said board shall deem proper. The said board of trustees shall appoint a librarian 
to have the care and superintendence of said library, who shall bo responsible to the 
"board of trustees for the impartial enforcement of all rules and regulations lawfully 
established in relation to said library. The said librarian shall appoint such assist- 
ants as the board shall deem necessary to the proper conduct of the library. The 
said board of library trustees shall make an annual report to the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia relative to the management of the said library. 

Sec. 5. That said library shall be located in some convenient place in the city of 
Washington to be designated by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
upon the recommendation of the trustees of said library: Provided^ That in any 
municipal building to be hereafter erected in said District suitable provision shall 
be made for said library and reading room sufficient to accommodate not less than 
one hundred thousand volumes. 

Approved, June 3, 1896. 

FLORIDA. 

[Digest and compilation of the school laws of Florida, etc., 1893, pa|^ 4, soctions 10 and 11. pa/i^e 14, 
c&uso XII. Constitution of Florida, Article XII, Education, sections 10 and 11. School Laws of 
the State of Florida, 1893; clause XII of section 28. J 

Section 10. The legislature may provide for the division of any county or counties 
into convenient school districts; and for the election biennially of three school 
trustees, who shall hold their office for two years, and who shall have the super- 
vision of all the schools within the district; and for the levying and collection of a 
district school tax, for the exclusive use of public free schools within the district, 
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whenever a majority of the c|ualificd electors thereof that pay a tax on real or per- 
.soual property shall vote in iavor of such levy. Providedy That any tax authorized 
by this section shall not exceed three mills on the dollar in any one year on the tax- 
able property of the district. 

Sec. 11. Any incorporated town or city may constitute a school district. The fund 
raised by section ten may bo expended in the district where levied for bulldinj:: or ^" 
repairing schoolhouses, for the purchase of school libraries and tpxt-books, for salaries 
of teachers, or for other educational purposes, so that the distribution among all 
the schools of the district be equitable. 

School Laws, etc., section 28, clause XII: Each county board of public instruction 
is directed * * * to perform all acts re<a8onable and necessary for the promotion 
of the educational interests of the county and the general dili'usion of knowledge 
among the citizens. 

IDAHO. 

There is no direct or mandatory legislation as to libraries for the schools of the 
State, still there is a permissive one, giving the districts authority to make pur- 
chases not to exceed 25 per cent of the school fund for any one year. 

Section 45. (Chapter VI of the school laws of 1893.) The trustees of the respective 
districts must furnish all things, not herein otherwise provided for, necessary for the 
use and comfort of the schools in their district, such as fuel, improvements, maps, 
apparatus, and library, and for such purpose may audit and allow accounts against 
the school fund of their district, not to excjeed twenty-five per cent of the amount of 
such school fund in any one year. 

ILLINOIS. 

AN ACT to authorize cities, incorporated towns, and townships toestabhsh and maintain free public 

libraries and reading rooms. 

Section 1. (Library and library fund.) Be it enacted hy the people of the State of 
Illinois, represented in the general assemhlyi That the city council of each incorpo- 
rated city shall have power to establish and maintain a public library and reading 
room for the use and beneiit of the inhabitants of such city, and may levy a tax of 
not to exceed one mill on the dollar annually, and in cities of over one hundred thou- ^ 
sand inhabitants not to exceed one-fifth of one mill annually on all the taxable prop- 
erty in the city, such tax to be levied and collected in like manner with o^her gen- 
eral taxes of said city, and to be known as the ** Library fund." 

Sec. 2. (Nine directors to be appointed.) When any city council shall have decided 
to establish and maintain a public library and reading room under this act, the mayor 
of such city shall, with the approval of the city council, proceed to appoint a board 
of nine directors for the same, chosen from the citizens at large with reference to 
their fitness for such office; and not more than one member of the city council shall 
be at any one time a member of said board. 

Sec. 3. (Expiration of office, etc.) Said directors shall hold oflSce one-third for 
one year, one- third for two years, and one- third for three years, from the first of 
July following their appointment, and at their first regular meeting shall cast lots 
for the respective terms, and annually thereafter the mayor shall, before the first of 
July of each year, appoint as before three directors to take the place of the retiring 
directors, who shall hold office for three years, and until their successors are appointed. 
The mayor may, by and with the consent of the ^ity council, remove any director 
for misconduct or neglect of duty. 

Sec. 4. (Vacancies.) Vacancies in the board of directors, occasioned by removals, 
resignation, or otherwise, shall be reported to the city council, and be filled in like 
manner as original appointments, and no director shall receive compensation as such. 

Sp:c. 5. (Powers, officers, etc.) Said directors shall, immediately after appointment, 
meet and organize by the election of one of their number president, and by the 
election of such other officers as they may deem necessary'. They shall make and 
adopt such by-laws, rules, and regulations for their own guidance and for the gov- 
ernment of the library and the reading room as may be expedient, not inconsistent 
with tills act. They" shall have the exclusive control of the expenditure of all 
moneys collected to the credit of the library fund, and of the construction of any 
library building, and of the supervision, care, and custody of the grounds, rooms, or 
buildings constructed, leasod, or sot apart for that purpose: Provided, Th&t all S^ 
moneys received for such library shall be deposited in the treasury of said city to * 
the credit of the library fund, and shall be kept separate and apart from ciher 
moneys of such city, and drawn upon by tho proper officers of said city, upon the 
properly authenticated vouchers of the library board. Said board shall have power 
to ))urchase or lease grounds, to occupy, lease, or erect an appropriate building or 
buildings for the use of said library ; shall have power to appoint a suitable librariaa 
and necessary assistants, and fix their compensation, and shall also have power to 
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remove such appointees; and shall, in general, carry out the spirit and intent of this 
act, in establishing and maintaining a public library and reading room. 

Sec. 6. (To be free.) Every library and reading room establislied under this act 
shall be forever free to the use of the inhabitants of the city where located, always 
sabject to such reasonable rules and regulations as the library board may adopt, in 
order to render the use of said library and reading room of the greatest benefit to the 
greatest number; and said board may exclude from the use of said library and read- 
ing room any and all persons who shall willfully violate such rules. 

Sec. 7. (Annual report.) The said board of directors shall make, on or before the 
second Monday in June, an annual report to the city council, stating the condition 
of their trust on the first day of June of that year, the various sums of money received 
from the library fund and from other sources, and how such moneys have been 
expended, and for what purposes; the number of books and periodicals on hand; the 
number added by purchase, gift, or otherwise during the year; the number lost or 
missing; the number of visitors attending; the number of books loaned out, and the 
general character and kind of such books, with such other statistics, information and 
suggestions as they may deem of general interest. All such portions of said report 
as relate to the receipt and expenditure of money, as well as the number of books on 
hand, books lost or missing, and books purchased, shall bo verified by affidavit. 

Sec. 8. (Penalties by ordinance.) 'The city council of said city shall have power 
to pass ordinances imposing suitable penalties for the punishment of persons com- 
mitting injury upon such library, or the grounds or other property thereof, and for 
injury to or failure to return any book belonging to such library. 

Sec. 9. (Legacies and bequests.) Any person desiring to make donations of money, 
personal property, or real estate for the benefit of such library shall have the right 
to vest the title of the money or real estate so donated in the board of directors 
created under this act, to be held and controlled by such board, when accepted, 
according to the terms of the deed, gift, devise, or bequest of such property; and as 
to such property the said board shall be held and considered to be special trustees. 

Sec. 10. (Towns, villages, and townships — submission to popular vote. ) When fifty 
legal voters of any incorporated town, village, or townahi]) shall present a petition to 
the clerk of the town, village, or township (or trustee of schools in counties not under 
township organization), asking that an annual tax may be levied for the establish- 
ment and maintenance of a free public library in such town or township, and shall 
specify in their petition a rate of taxation not to exceed two mills on the dollar, such 
clerk (or trustee of schools in counties not under township organization) shall in the 
next legal notice of the regular annual election in such town or township, give 

notice that at such election every elector may vote "For a mill tax for a free 

public library," or **Against a mill tax for a free public library," specifying in 

such notice the rate of taxation mentioned in said petition, and if the majority of 
all the votes cast in such town, village, or township shall bo *'For the tax for a free 
public library," the tax specified in such notice shall be levied and collected in like 
manner with other general taxes of said town or township, and shall be known as 
the ''Library fund:' Provided^ That such tax shall cease in case the legal voters of 
any such town, village, or township shall so determine by a majority of votes at any 
annual olf ction held therein, and the cori)orate authorities of such towns or Villages 
may exercise the same powers conferred upon the corporate authorities of cities 
under this act. 

Sec. 11. (Election of six directors.) At the next regular election after any town, 
village, or township shall have voted to establish a free public library there shall be 
elected a library board of eix directors, one-third for ono year, one-third for two 
years, and one-third for three years, and annually thereafter there shall be elected 
two directors, who shall hold their office for three years and until their successors 
are elected and qualified; which board shall have the same powers as are by this act 
conferred upon the board of directors of free public libraries in cities. 

Sec. 12. (Emergent.) Whereas, all the libraries of Chicago were destroyed by 
the recent fire in that cit}-, and large donations of books have been made to found a 
free library, and whereas no suitable building or organization exists to receive or 
preserve them, therefore an emergency exists that this law shall take effect imme- 
diately ; therefore this act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

Approved March 7, 1872. In force March 7, 1872. Statutes of Illinois; Myers, 
1871-72. 

INDIANA. 

Article IX. — Free libraries, 

[1883, page 103. Approved March 5, 1883, and in force June 6, 1883.] 

4524. (In cities and towns.) In all the cities and incorporated towns in this State 
the board of school trustees, board of school conmiissioners, or whatever board may 
be established by law to take charge of the public or common schools of such city 
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or incorporated town, shall have power, if in their discretion thoy deem it to be the 
public interest, to establish a free public library, and for the caro of the books pro- 
vided therefor, and for the taking from and rotnmiug to said library of such books, 
as the said board may deem necessary and proper, and to provide penalties for the 
violation thereof: Pj'oridedj That in any city or incorporated town where there is 
already established a library open to all the people no tax Bhall bo levied for the '" ~^ 
purpose herein named. 

1. (Amendment.) As enacted in 1881, the benefits of this law were confined to 
cities of ten thousand inhabitants, but the amendment of this section, in force 
June 5, 1883, extended them to all cities and incorporated towns, 

2. See sections 3782-3815, R. S. 1881, and for amendments to these sections seo acts 
1883, page 200; acts 1885, pages 9 and 120. 

[1885, page 120. Approved and in force April 2, 1885.] 

4524a. (Libraries in certain cities.) Wherever the board of directors of a library 
heretofore situate within the limits of any incorporated town may have filed the agree- 
ment and request with the board of trustees of said town, provided for in an act 
entitled "An act supplomcntarj'^ to an act entitled an act to establish public libra- 
ries,'' approved February 16, 1852, approved March 8, 1883, and the board of trustees 
of such town may have levied a tax for the support of such library in pursuance of 
such request and agreement and in accordance with said act, and such town may 
afterwards haA'o become incorporated as a city, the common council of such city shall 
have all powers to levy tax, and do all other things granted by said act above named 
to trastees of towns, and all the provisions of said act applicable to such library, 
and its relations to the town before its incorporation as a city shall, after such 
incorporation, be applicable to such library, and its relations to such city. 

[1881, page 47. Approved and i:i force March 7, 1881.] 

4525. (Tax to maintain.) Such board shall also have power to levy a tax of not 
exceeding one-third of a mill on each dollar of taxable property assessed for taxa- 
tion in such city in each year; which tax shall be placed on the tax duplicate of 
Buch city, and collected in the same manner as other taxes; and, when said taxes 

are collected, they shall be paid over to the said board for the support and main- ^ 
tenance of said public library. Such board shall have power, and it shall be its 
duty to disburse said fund, and all revenues derived from gift or devise, in providing 
and fitting up suitable rooms for such library; in the purchase, care, and binding 
of books therefor; and in the payment of salaries to a librarian and necessary 
assistants. 

4526. (Real estate.) Any such city in which a free public library may be estab- 
lished in accordance with the terms of this act may acquire by purchase, or take and 
hold gift, grant, or devise, any real estate necessary for, or which may bo donated 
or devised for, the benefit of such library, and all revenues arising therefrom, and 
the proceeds of the same, if sold, shall be devoted to the use of said library. 

[1885, page ICO. Approved and in force April 8, 1885.] 

4526a. (Real estate for libraries.) In any case in which the board of school trus- 
tees of any city of this State have purchased any real estate for the use of a public 
library of said city, under sections 4524, 4525, and 4526 of the Revised Statutes of 
1881, and the revenue derived from taxation under said sections may have l>een or 
shall bo insufiScient to pay for such real estate, then said trustees be and they are 
hereby authorized to pay for the same out of any money in the treasury of such 
school city belonging to the special school fund thereof. 

[1891, page 37. Approved and in force February 20, 1891.] 

4527. (School and library tax in cities of 30,000.) In all cities of the State of 
Indiana where boards of school commissioners have been elected and are managing 
the school affairs of said city under an act of the general assembly of the State of 
Indiana entitled *'Au act providing for a general system of common schools in all 
cities of thirty thousand or more inhabitants, and for the election of a board of school 
commissioners for such cities, and defining their duties and prescribing their powers, ^ 
and jn-oviding for common-school libraries within such cities," ap]>rovcd March 3, ^ 
1871, and the various acts of the general assembly amendatory thereof, and supple- 
mental thereto, and in which the office of city treasurer has been or hereafter may 

be abolished under and by virtue of an act of the general assembly of the State of 
Indiana, entitled ''An act concerning taxation for city and school j>urposes in cities 
containing a population of over seventy thousand, as shown b3' the last census of 
the United States; to abolish the offices of city assessor and city treasurer in such 
cities, and provide for the discharge of the duties of such offices, and repealing laws 
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in conflict tlierewitli, approved February 21, 1885/^ such boards of school commis- 
sioners be, and they are hereby, authorized and empowered, in the manner and form 
in which they are now by law atithorized to levy taxes, levy taxes for the sujiport of 
the schools within such city, including such tuxes as may be required for paying 
teachers, in addition to the taxes now authorized to be levied by the general 
'^ assembly of the State of Indiana, not to exceed, however, in any one jear the sum 
of twenty-live cents on the one hundred dollars of the taxable property, as shown 
by the certificate showing the assessment and valuation for taxation of all taxable 
real and pergonal and railroad property of such city, required to bo delivered to said 
board of school commissioners by section 8 of the said act of tho general assembly 
of tho State of Indiana, approved February 21, 1885, and also to levy a tax each 
year not exceeding four cents on each one hundred dollars of tho taxable property 
in said city, as shown by said certificate, for the support of free public libraries in 
connection with the common schools of said city, and to disburse any and all reve- 
nues raised by sneh tax levied for library purposes in the purchase of books and in 
the fitting up of suitable rooms for such libraries, salaries to librarians, and other 
expenses necessarily incident to the maintenance of such library ; al^o to make and 
enforce such regulations as they may deem necessary for the taking nnf. and return- 
ing to and lor the proper care of all books belonging to such libraries, nnd to pre- 
scribe i)enalties for tho violations of such regulations. 

4527a. (County treasurer reports to board of school commissiouers.) In all cities 
in tho State of Indiana where boards of school commissioners have been elected aud 
arc managing tho school affairs of said city, under and by virtue of said act of tho 
general assemblj' of the State of Indiana, ai)proved March 3, lb71j and in wliich tho 
oflfico of city treasurer lias been, or may hereafter bo aliolished, undir and by virtue 
of said act of the general assembly of tho State of Indiana, approved February 21, 
1885, as mentioned and described in tho first section of this act, it shall be the duty 
of the county treasurer, on and after making his settlement Avith tho county auditor 
on tho third Monday of April, 1891, and the payment to the board of school commis- 
sioners of tho amount by such settlement found to bo duo to it, as required by section 
13 of the last above-named act, at the close of each calendar month, to make report, 
duly veriHed by his oath, to said board of school commissioners of all taxes and 
delinquent taxes collected within said month, and thereafter, upon demand of tho 
^ treasurer of said board of school commissiouers, to pay to him, for tho uso of said 
board of school commissioners, the full amount of said taxes and delinquent taxes 
shoAvn by said report to have been collected. Upon such payment being made, tho 
treasurer of tho board of school commissioners shall execute to said county treasurer 
his receipt for tho amount of money so paid, Avhich receipt tho latter shall deliver to 
tho secretary of tho board of school commissioners, Avho shall give him a quietus 
therefor, aud credit said county treasurer with the amount thereof, and charge such 
amount to the treasurer of said board of school commissioners. 

4o27d. (County treasurer's credits.) Said county treasurer shall thereafter, in his 
settlement with'tho county auditor, made as required by law on tho third Monday 
of April and the first Monday of November iu each year, i>re8ent such quietuses to 
tho couuty auditor, who shall give such county treasurer credit therefor as against 
tho sums with which he is chargeable upon account of the collection of such school 
taxes. 

Note. — ^This act has a general repealing section. Tho act repeals the act of 1889, 
page 132, on tho same subject. 

[1891, page 35. Ajiproved and iu force February 20, 1891.] 

4527c. (Bonds for library buildings.) In all cities in tho State of Indiana where 
boards of school commissioners have been elected and are managing tho school afiairs 
of said city under an act of tho general assembly of the State of Indiana, entitled 
**Au act providing for a general system of common schools in all cities of thirty 
thousand or more inhabitants, and for the election of a board of school comnnssion- 
ers for such cities, and defining tlieir duties and prescribing their powers, and i)ro- 
viding for common school libraries within such cities,'' approved March 3, 1871, aud 
the various acts of the general assembly amendatory thereof and supplemental 
thereto, such board of school commissioners be, and they aro hereby, authorized and 
empowered to issue bonds in any sum not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars 
for tho purpose of erecting buildings for library and school offices to be used in con- 
-V nection Avitli the common schools of said city. Such bonds to bear interest not 
. exceeding five per cent i>er annum, payable after eleven years from tho dale thereof 
and within twenty years from tho dato thereof as follows, to wit: One-tenth thereof 
to bp paid eleven years from date, aud one tenth thereof to bo paid each succeeding 
year until all are paid; the money obtained from the sale of such bonds shall be dis- 
bursed by said board of school commissioners in the erection of a building for the 
library and school offices, to be used in connection with tho common schools of said 
city. Such bonds shall bo designated ''Library building bonds," aud may be issued 
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in such denominatiouS; and in sucli Bums, from time to time, as tlie board of school 
commissioners may deem expedient; and each of said bonds shall npon its face des- 
ignate the date of the maturity thereof: Providedj That at no time shall the amount 
of bonds BO issued for such purpose by any such board exceed the sum of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars; and that said board of school commissioners shall have no 
power to issue any renewal thereof, but the same shall be paid at maturity, as here- 
inafter provided: And provided further, That such bonds shall not bo sold for less 
than their par value. 

4527f. (Payment of bonds.) If the board of school commissioners in any city shall 
exercise the powers grauted to it by this act, it shall provide for the payment of said 
bonds as follows : At the time of the levying of the taxes for the year, which shall be 
collectible immediately before the maturity of the iirst maturing of said bonds, 
said board of school commissioners shall levy, in addition to the levy of taxes they 
may bo authorized to make for other purposes, a tax ui)on all property subject to 
taxation by it, suflacient to pay the iirst maturing of such bonds, and apply the 
money raised thereby to the payment thereof; and each year thereafter said board 
of school commissioners shall levy such tax, and apply the proceeds thereof to the 
payment of the bonds successively maturing until all have been paid. 

Note. — This act has a general repealing section. 

TOWNSniP LIBRARIES. 
[1865, page 3. Approved and in force !!i£arch 6, 1865.] 

4529. (Township trustee in charge.) Such library shall be in charge of the town 
ship trustee, shall be deemed the property of the township, and f^hall not be subject 
to sale or alienation from any cause whatever. 

4530. (Trustee's duties.) Such trustee shall be accountable for the preservation of 
said library; may prescribe the time of taking and the period of retaining books; 
assess and recover damage done to them by any person ; and adopt regulations neces- 
sary for their preservation and usefulness. Ho shall provide bookcases; also, blank 
books, ruled, in which to keep an account of books taken out and returned; and 
report the number each year to the county superintendent. At the commencement 

of each school term, at each schoolhouse in the township, he shall cause a notice to ^ 
bo posted up, stating where the library is kept, and inviting the tree use of the ^ 
books thereol by the persons of the township. 

4531. (Use of books.) Every family in the township shall be entitled to the use 
of two volumes at a time from said library, whether any member of such family shall 
attend school or not. 

4532. (Where kept.) The trustee may deposit the library at some central or eligi- 
ble place in the township, for the convenience of scholars and families, and luay 
appoint for that pur])ose a librarian to have the care and superintendence thereof. 

1. (Pay of librarian.) When the township trustee emi)loy8 a township librarian, 
ho has authority to make a contract to pay him so much a year. The power to 
appoint a librarian gives tho trustee the power to secure the acceptance of such 
appointment by paying a sufficient, but reasonable, compensation. There is no 
statute iixing a feo for such work, but the same is to bo i)aid for out of the town- 
ship's general fund for ordinary township purposes. (Baldwin, attorney-general.) 

4533. (When open.) Tho library shall be open to all persons entitled to its privi- 
leges throughout the year without regard to school sessions, Sundays and holidays 
excepted. 

[1885, page 9. Approved and in force February 18, 1885.] 

4533a. (Tax levy for library.) Any township in which there has been or may here- 
after be established by private donations a library of the value of one thousand 
dollars or more for tho use and beneiit of all the inhabitants thereof, the township 
trustee of such townsliip shall annually levy and collect not more than one cent ou 
tho hundred dollars upon tho taxable i)roperty within the limits of such township, 
which shall be paid to tho trustees of such library, and be applied by them to the 
purchase of books for said library, and may, with the consent of the board of com- 
missioners of tho county, when it shall become necessary to erect or enlarge a library- 
building, annually, for such period as may be necessary, levy and collect not more 
than live cents on tho one hundred dollars upon the taxable ])roperty of said town- , 
ship for not more than three ycais successively, which shall be cxi)euded by the trua- ^^ 
tees in the erection or enlargement of a library building. ^ 

1. When the Young People's Reading Circle books shall, collectively, even though 
they may bo distributed to the sevi'ral district schools in tho township, amount to 
one thou8a]»d dollars in value, I think the trustee of such township would bo war- 
ranted by tho above statute in levying a tax of one cent on the one hundred dollars 
of taxables for the support and addition to such library. (H. D, Vories, superintend- 
ent of public instruction.) 
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2. If the people of the several districts, or the pupils of the several schools, should 
appoint trustees, in some uniform way, as they may choose, I think the intent of the 
above section would be fully complied with. (H. D. Vories, superintendent of public 
instruction. ) 

~^' ^ [18e5, page 240. Approved March 11, 1895. In force ,1895.] 

4533b. (Tax levy for large library.) In any township in which there has been or 
may hereafter be established by private donations a library of the value of twenty- 
iiye thousand dollars or more, including the real estate and buildings used for said 
library, for the use and benetit of all the inbabitants thereof, the township trustee 
of such township shall annually levy and collect not more than six cents on the 
hundred dollars on the taxable property within the limits of such township, which 
shall be paid to the trustees of such library and be applied by them to the purchase 
of books for said library and to the cost of themainteuance thereof, und said trustee 
may, with the consent of the board of commissioners of the county, iN^hen it shall 
become necessary to purchase additional ground for the extension or protection of 
library buildings already established by such private donatiou, annually levy and 
collect not more than five cents on the hundred dollars upon all taxable property of 
said township for not more than three years successively, which shall be expended 
by said trustees in the purchase of said property and the erection and enlargement 
of the library building thereon. (School Laws of Indiana, 1895, pp. 184-190.) 

IOWA. 

The establishment and maintenance of a free public library is hereby declared to 
be a proper and legitimate object of municipal expenditure; and the council or 
trustees of any city or incorporated town may assess, levy, and tax appropriate 
money for the formation and maintenance of such a library, open to the free use of 
all its inhabitants under proper regulations, and for the purchase of land and erec- 
tion of buildings, or for the hiring of buildings or rooms suitable for tnat purpose, 
and for the compensation of the necessary employees : Provided, That the amount 
assessed, levied, and taxed in any one year for the maintenance of such a library shall 
not exceed one mill upon the doUar upon the assessed valuation of such city or town. 
Any such city or incorporated town may receive, hold, or dispose of any and all gifts, 
donations, devises, and bequests that may be made to such city or incorporated town 
for the purpose of establishing, increasing, or improving any such public library, 
and the city or town council thereof may apply the use, profits, proceeds, interests, 
and rents accruing therefrom in such manner as will best promote the prosperity and 
utility of such library. Every city or incorporated town in which such a i)ublio 
library shall be maintained shall be entitled to receive a copy of the laws, journals, 
and all other works published by authority of the State after the establishment of 
such library for the use of such library, and the Secretary of State is hereby author- 
ized and required to furnish the same from year to year to such city or incorporated 
town. But no appropriation of money can be made under this section, unless the 
proposition is submitted to a vote of the people; and at the municipal election of 
such city or town the question, '^ Shall the city (or town council, as the case may be) 
accept the benefit of the provisions of this section?" 

[Chapter 18, acts twenty-second general assembly.] 

That all cities of the first class, organized as such since January 1, 1885, that have 
accepted the benefits of the provisions of section 461 of the Code of Iowa, shall, in 
addition to the powers conferred by said section, have power to levy and collect a 
tax not to exceed three mills on the dollar of the assessed valuation of such city or 
town to pay the interest on any indebtedness heretofore contracted, or that may 
hereafter be contracted or incurred, for the purchase of land and the erection of build- 
ings for a public library, or the hiring of rooms or buildings for such purposes, or 
for the compensations of the necessary employees, as provided in section 461 of the 
code, and to create a sinking fund for the extinguishment of such indebtedness. 

[Chapter 41, acts twenty -fifth general assembly.] 

_y There shall be established and created in any city or incorporated town that has 

^ heretofore accepted or may hereafter accept the benefits of the provisions of section 

461 of the Code of Iowa, a board of library trustees, consisting of nine members, to 
be appointed by the mayor by and with the approval of the council. 

Said trustees first appointed shall hold office, viz : One- third for two years, one- 
third for four years, and one-third for six years from the first day of July following 
their appointment, and at their first meeting shall cast lots for the respective terms, 
reporting the result of such lot to the council ; and biennially thereafter, before the 
first day of July, the mayor shall appoint, by and witk the approval of the council, 

ED 96 ^18 
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tlirco trustees to succeed the trustees retiring on the following first day of July, and 
who sliall bold oflBce for six years from such first day of July. Trustees shall hold 
until their successors arc appointed and qualified. 

Vacancies occumng in the board shall be filled by appointment by the mayor in 
like manner, such ai)pointeo to iill out the unexpired term for which the nj)point- 
ment is made. Bona fide citizens and residents of the city or incorporated town 
(inalo or female) over the ago of tweiitj'-one years are alone eligible to membership. 

The removal of any trustee permanently from the city shall render his ofiSce as 
trusteo vacant. 
I Members of snid board shall receive no compensation for their services. 

} Said board of library trustees shall have and exercise the following i^owers: To 

meet and organize by the election of one of their number as i>re8ident of the board, 
and by the election of a secretary and such other oflicers as the board may deem 
necessary; to have charge, control, and suj^ervision of the public library, its a^jpur- 
tenani es and fixtures and rooms containing the same, directing and controlling all 
the affairs of such library; to employ a librarian and such assistants and employees 
as may be necessary for the j^roper management of said library, and fix their com- 
pensation, but prior to such employment the compensation of such librarian and 
assistants shall bo fixed for the term of employment by a majority of the members of 
said board voting in favor thereof; to remove such librarian, assistants, or employees 
by a vote of two-thirds of such board for misdemeanor, incomj)etency, or inattention 
: to the duties of such eini)loyment; to select and make ])iirchases of books, pam- 

i phli'ts, magazines, ])eriodi(al8, pai)er8, maps, journals, furniture, iixtures, stationery, 

and supplies for such library; to make and adopt, amend, modify, or repeal by-laws, 
rules, and regulations not inconsistent with law, for the care, use, government, and 
management of such library and the business of said board, fixing and enforcing 
penalties for the violation thereof; to have exclusive control of the expenditures of all 
taxi'S levied under section 461 of the Code of Iowa and collected for, and all moneys 
belonging to tho library fund; also to perform and exercise such other duties and 
it powers as may be conferred by this act or by law. Said board shall keep a record 

of its proeeedings. 

All moneys received or set a])art for the maintenance of such library shall be depos- 
ited in the treasury to the credit of the library fund, and shall be kept by the treas- 
urer separate and apart from other moneys of such city or incorporated town and 
paid out upon the orders of the board of library trustees, signed by its president and 
secretary, and countersigned by the mayor. 

The board of library trustees shall, before the first day of August in each year, 
401 determine and fix the amount or rate tobeapproi)riated for one year under section 
of the Code of Iowa for the maintenance of such library, and cause the same so fixed 
to be certilied to the council, and the council shallmake such appropriation and levy 
the necessary tax for such year to raise said sum and certify the percentage or rate, 
not exceeding one mill on the dollar, of such tax to the county auditor, with other 
taxes levied by the city or incorporated town for said year under section 495 of the 
Code of Iowa: Proi'ldedy That in cities of the first class the city council may and 
shall h^vy and certify such further sum of tax as it may deem expedient to create a 
sinking fund and i)ay interest under the provisions of ehai)ter 18, acts of the twenty- 
second general assembly, and acts amendatory thereof. 

The board of library trustees shall also each year make to the council a report for 
the year ending June 30, containing a statement of the condition of the library, the 
number of books added thereto, the number of bookseireulated, the number of books 
not returned or lost, tbe amount of tines collected, and the amount of money expended 
in tbe nuiintenance of the library during such year, together with such further 
information as the board may deem imiiortant. 

[Chapter 42, acts twenty-liftli general assembly.] 

That where in any city of the first class incorporated under the general incorpora- 
tion laws of the State, whose jiopulation according to the census of 1875 was not less 
th;tu nineteen thousand, the city council of such city has heretofore levied a tax 
known as or called a ^'liluary tax" upon the taxable property of such city, the le^'y 
and the assessment and collection of such tax shall be and are hereby declared to be 
legal and valid, in all respects the same as though such tax had been fully authorized 
by law, 

Tbat where any of such taxes now remain uncollected, the treasurer of the county 
in which such city is situated is hereby authorized to collect the same as other taxes 
are collected. (Code of Iowa, sec. 461.) 

LOUISIANA. 

There shall be established a public library of the State of Louisiana, which shall 
hajyJaccd in tho State House. 
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Section 1392. It shall be the duty of the secretary of state aDDually to eraploy 
a competent librarian at an annual salary of nine hundred dollars, and an assistant 
librarian at an annual salary of six hundred dollars, and both librarian and assist- 
ant librarian shall be required to enter into good and solvent bond in the sum of five 
hundred dollars with the governor of the State for the faithful performance of their 
respective duties. 

Sec. 1393. Before the librarian shall take possession of the State library an 
inventory shall be taken of the books and papers, clearly setting forth all the printed 
books and the manuscripts which shall be placed under the care and custody of the 
librarian. The inventory shall be taken under the inspection of the secretary of 
state and State treasurer. 

Sec. 1394. Two copies of said inventory shall be made, both certified to bo correct 
by the signatures of the secretary of state, the librarian, aud the State treasurer. 
One of said copies shall be deposited in the office of the secretary of state and the 
librarian shall retain the other. 

Sec. 1395. All books, statutes, manuscripts, plans, maps, papers, aud documents of 
every descrix)tion belonging to the State shall be placed under the charge and respon- 
sibility of the said librarian. 

Sec. 1396. In addition to the inventory required to be made, it shall be the duty 
of the librarian immediately after his appointment to make two exact catalogues, 
so as to class separately the books and documents which are to be preserved from 
those which are to bo distributed or for sale. 

Sec. 1397. The secretary of state shall establish such rules, regulations, aud 
restrictions not inconsistent with law in relation to the library as he maj^ deem 
proper, and from time to time alter and amend the same. 

Sec. 1398. It shall bo the duty of the librarian to attend every day, Sundays and 
legal holidays not excepted, and to see that the library confided to his care shall 
suffer no injury, and in case of neglect or inattention to his duties, the secretary of 
state shall forthwith remove him. 

Sec. 1399. The librarian shall keep the library open daily from 8 o'clock a. m. to 
9 o'clock p. m., Sundays aud legal holidays not excepted. 

Sec. 1400. The librarian, ou retiring from office, shall bo bound to account for all 
the books and papers which may have been mentioned in the inventory aud such 
■t^ as he may have received since ; and in case the books can not bo accounted for or 
procured, ho shall pay such sura, not exceeding the amount of the bond, as by the 
secretary and treasurer of stato shall be deemed a sufficient compensation for the loss 
of such books. 

Sec. 1401. Every citizen of the State shall have free access to the library, provided 
no book be taken out of the same, except when for the use of either branch of the 
legislature. 

Sec. 1402. The State librarian is authorized, under tho direction of the secretary 
of state, to exchange with the several States of the Union, or with any foreign (iov- 
ernnient, scientificiustitute, or person, any books of this State, such as reports of 
the supreme court, codes, digests, statutes, etc., for other books. 

Sec. 1103. All tho books of tho State, those for distribution among the courts and 
parishes and public officers, as Avell as those remaining permanently in the State 
library, shall be placed uuder the control of the secretary of state, who shall direct 
and see that this duty is performed by tho State librarian. 

Sec. 1404. All books distributed to State and other officers, except to members of 
the legislature, shall be aud remain tho property of the State of Louisiana, and such 
books shall be for the use of tho office, aud shall be, by the officer receiving them, 
delivered over to his successor in office, except in case of tho removal or resignation 
of such officer, he shall deliver such books forthwith to tho clerk of tho district court 
iu tlio parish in which his said office is located, taking a receipt therefor from such 
successor or clerk, which said receipt or a copy thereof, duly certified by such clerk, 
shall be filed in the office of secretary of state by such clerk or successor so receiving 
the same. It shall be proper for the secretary of state to cause to be delivered ail books 
authorized to bo delivered to parish, city, or town officers to tho clerk of court in and 
for the parish in which said offices are located, to be by such clerk delivered to such 
officers, and such clerk shall take a receipt for all books so delivered from the officer 
receiving the same, and file a certified copy thereof in the office of the secretary of 
state. Any person neglecting or refusing to deliver such books to his successor in 
ifT office or to the clerk of the district court, as hereinbefore provided, after demand 
thereof made, shall be subject to a fine of fifteen dollars for each and every book so 
withheld, to bo recovered before any justice of the peace, with costs of suit, at the 
complaint of such successor, or clerk, or the district attorney, to be prosecuted, on 
request, by the district attorney. 

Sec. 1405. The secretary of state shall cause to be marked in a proper manner 
upon the outer cover of each book distributed the name of the State of Louisiana 
and for what use such book is intended. The secretary of state shall keep a 
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record of all books so distributed, and be sball take a receipt tberefor from tbe per- 
son to "wbom tbe same are delivered. Ho sball furnisb to eacb person bereafter 
elected or appointed to any office entitling sucb person to tbe receipt of any book 
or books within a reasonable time after tbe election or appointment of sucb person 
to sucb office a certified list, under tbe seal of State, of all books to wbicb sucb per- 
son is entitled. 

Sec. 1406. Tbe secretary of state sball transmit free of postage to tbe Library of 
Congress, to tbe Smithsonian Institute, and to tbe governor of eacb State and Ter- 
ritory of tbe United States a copy of sucb acts, journals, documents. Revised 
Statutes, and sucb reports of tbe decisions of tbe supreme court as may be necessary 
to complete tbeir sets of tbe same, accompanied witb a request of a similar favor 
and like return to be made to tbe governor of tbis State of tbe laws, documents, 
and reports of tbe United States and of tbe respective States and Territories. 

Sec. 1407. Tbe remainder of said books not so distributed as aforesaid sball 
be deposited in tbe State library, five copies of wbicb sball not be permitted to be 
taken from tbe library, tbe remaining copies only for tbe use of tbe members of tbe 
legislature and State officers on tbeir receipt tberefor duly given ; and in sucb case 
tbey sball not be removed from tbe State buildings, but shall be returned to tbe 
library at tbe close of tbe session of tbe then legislature, or within one week from 
the date of such removal. (Revised Statutes, 1886.) 

MAINE. 

AN ACT to amend chapter flfty-flve of the Bevised Statutes relating to free public libraries. 

Section 1. Section nine of chapter fifty-five of tbe Revised Statutes is amended 
by striking out all of said section and inserting tbe following: 

" Section 9. Any town may establish a free public library therein for the use of its 
inhabitants and provide suitable rooms tberefor, nnder sucb regulation for its gov- 
ernment as tbe inhabitants from time to time prescribe, and may appropriate for tbe 
foundation and commencement of such library a sum not exceeding two dollars, and 
for its maintenance and increase annually a sum not exceeding one dollar, for each 
of its ratable polls in the year next preceding." 

Sec. 2. The municipal officers in any town or city where a free public library is 
established sball annually^ on the first day of May, certify to the State treasurer tbe 
amount of money appropriated and expended by said town or city during tbe pre- 
ceding year for tbe purchase of books and documents for tbe use and benefit of such 
free public library ; and tbe State treasurer thereupon sball pay to said town from 
the State treasury for the purchase of books for tbe use of such library a sum equal 
to ten per cent of the amount so expended by said town as certified by its municipal 
officers. 

Sec. 3. Any town or city in which there is a library owned or controlled by a cor- 
poration or association may appropriate a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars 
yearly to procure from such library tbe free use of its books for all tbe inhabitants of 
the town or city under sucb restrictions and regulations as sball insure tbe safety 
and good usage of the books, and such library may then be considered a free public 
library, and said town or city shall be entitled to tbe benefits of tbe preceding sec- 
tion, provided that any books and documents donated by the State sball be and 
remain tbe property of said municipality. 

Sec. 4. In every town and city where a free public library exists, tbe State libra- 
rian shall transmit to such library all laws, Maine reports, and other documents 
which the town or city is by law entitled to receive from the State, and tbe same 
shall be constantly kept in such library for tbe use and benefit of all tbe citizens; 
and tbe municipal officers of said town or city sball transfer to said library all the 
laws, Maine reports, and other documents heretofore received from tbe State and 
now in custody of any of tbe officers of said town or city ; and tbe officers of said 
library, on or before the first day of April of each year, sball send to tbe State libra- 
rian a report containing a list of all books and documents purchased witb tbe State 
stipend for tbe preceding year, and of all books and documents received from tbe 
State in said library. 

Sec. 5. The State librarian is hereby authorized and directed to donate from the 
Maine State library to any town of less than fifteen hundred inhabitants, and having 
no free public library owned and controlled by tbe town, books purchased for that 
purpose not exceeding fifty per cent in value the books and documents purchased by 
said town for tbe purpose of founding a free public library therein, said donation in 
no.case to exceed one hundred dollars. 

Sec. 6. No town sball be entitled to the benefits of tbis provision until its legal 
voters, at a regularly called town meeting, have raised and api)ropriated not less 
than one hundred dollars for the purchase of books, and have provided for the care, 
custody, and distribution of its own books and of those to be donated by the State. 

Sec. 7. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may ask the governor 
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and council for advice in regard to the selection of books, and may receive instruc- 
tion at the State library in cataloguing, and any other matters pertaining to the 
maintenance or administration of the library. 
Approved, March 21, 1893. (Revised Statutes, chapter 242.) 

MARYLAND. 

The Maryland Code, article 77, section 87, provides as follows: **For the further 
encouragement of education, district school libraries ought to be established in each 
schoolhouse district, under the care of the teacher as librarian. For this purpose 
the sum of ten dollars per annum is ordered to bo paid by the board of county school 
commissioners, ou1; of the State school fund, to any schoolhouse district as library 
money as long as the people of the district raise the same amount annually. The. 
books must be selected by the board of district school trustees.^' 

To aid in the execution of this law, the State board of education resolved some 
months since to publish a list of books suitable for school libraries, and requested 
the undersigned to prepare a list to be submitted to the board. The several mem- 
bers of the board furnished valuable lists, and from these, and by aid of the cata- 
logues of the principal publishers of the country, and of published lists for public 
school libraries, prepared by the State superintendents af public instruction of several 
of the States, who kindly furnished us the results of their labor, this list has been 
compiled. 

It is arranged under three general heads, viz: (1) Books suitable for primary 

grades; (2) books suitable for grammar school grades, and (3) books suitable for 
igh school grades. 

Under the first head the subdivisions are fiction and miscellaneous; under the 
second and third, history, bionjraphy, travels, science and natural history, fiction, 
poetry, and miscellaneous. A list of reference books and one of professional books 
for teachers are added. 

We have endeavored to exclude all sectarian and partisan books. 

The books for primary grades have been selected with special care, and we hope 
will be found to be especially interesting and instructive. We have aimed to include 
the works of only the best writers of each class of books. 

The list gives the retail price of each book. Baltimore booksellers have agreed to 
furnish the books on the list to public school libraries at a discount of from 10 to 33^ 
per cent. We respectfully recommend you to deal with them. Some publishers 
allow a larger discount to dealers than others, and we consider the above offer fair 
•and liberal. You can select a list of books and send it to your bookseller for net 
prices before purchasing. 

It is recommended that libraries be kept in substantial bookcases, and that books 
bo covered with stout paper before they are used. 

This list will be furnished to district schools having libraries or proposing to pur- 
chase libraries, through the school examiner or directly from this office, upon applica- 
tion, inclosing 4 cents in postage stamps. — E. B. Prettyman, State superintendent 
ofpuMic instruction, (School laws, 1893.) 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

LIBRARY LEGISLATION. 

1798. 

AN ACT to enable the proprietors of social libraries to manage the same. 

[Chapter 45, Laws of 1798, repealed by the act of March 8, 1806.] 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives in general court 
asseinhledf and hy the authority of the samCj That any seven or more persons capahle of 
contracting, in any towns or districts in this Commonwealth, who have or shall become 
proprietors in common of any library, may form themselves into a society or body 

f politic for the express purposes of holding, increasing, preserving, and using such 
ibrary, and to that end any five or more of them may apply in writing by them 
signed, to any justice of the peace within the county wherein the same town or 
district maybe, stating the purposes of their meeting, and requesting him to issue his 
warrant for calling a meeting of the said proprietors, which justice may grant his 
warrant to some one of them, directing him to call a meeting of the said proprietors 
at the time and place and for the purposes in such warrant expressed; which pro- 
prietors shall notify such meeting by posting up the substance of said warrant in 
some public place in the said town or district where the said library shall be kept 
seven days at least before the time of said meeting. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That any seven or more of the proprietors of such 
library, met in pursuance of such notice, shall have power to choose a moderator, 
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clerk, librarian, collector, treasurer, and other necessary officers and committees; 
Avliicli clerk shall be sworn to the faithful and impartial performance of his duties; 
and 1 ho said proprietors, Avhon so incorporated, shall Jjave power to raise snch moneys 
by assessments on tlie several shares in such library as they may judge necessary for 
preserving and increasing the same, and for the management [ol*] the affairs of the 
corjioration, to make by-laws for the duo regulation of its concerns, not repugnant 
to tho constitution and laws of this Commonwealth, and to annex and recover pen- 
alties for any breach of such by-laws, not exceeding three dollars for any one breach 
thereof. 

Sec. 3. Be it further cna-ctedj That the proprietors of any such library, so incorpor- 
ated, shall be called and known by tho name of the Proprietors of the Social Library 

in tbo town of , and by that name shall sue and be sued, prosecute and defend, 

plead and be impleaded in all actions and processes in law, and when there shall be 
more than one such library in any town or district the proprietors thereof shall be 
known and called by the name of *' The Proprietors of the Second, Third, Fourth, etc. 
(as the case may be) Social Library ih. the town of ." 

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted^ That when any such meeting shall be dissolved 
the ])roprietors may again incorporate themselves and proceed in all respects as 
aforesaid; and in any meetings of such proprietors there shall bo allowed one vote 
for each share. And the proprietors of any such library shall have power to hold, to 
them, their successors and assigns, real or personal estate to the amount of live 
hundred dollars over and above the value of tiieir books, and shall have power at 
any regular meeting to fix tho mode and manner of calling future meetings. [Passed 
March 3, 1798.] 

180G. 

AN ACT to enable the proprietors of social libraries to manage the same. 

[Passed March 8, 18CC; repealed by chapter HC of the Eevised Statutes.] 

Section 1. lie it enacted hy the senate and Iwuse of representatives in general court 
assembled, and hy the authority of the aamCf That any seven or more persons, capable 
of contracting, in any town or district in this Commonwealth, who shall become 
proprietors in common of any library, may form themselves into a society or body 
politic for tho express purposes of holding, increasing, preserving, and using such 
library; and to that end any iive or more of them may by au application in writ- 
ing, by«them signed, to any justice of the peace within the same county wherein the 
said town or district may bo, stating the purposes of their meeting, and requesting 
him to issue his warrant for calling a meeting of tho said proprietors; and the said ' 
justice may grant his warrant to ono of them, directing him to call a meeting of the 
said proprietors, at the timo ami place, and for the purposes expressed in such war- 
rant ; and said meeting shall bo called by posting up the purport of said warrant in 
some public place in the said town or district where the said library shall be kept 
seven days at least before the time of said meeting; and the proprietors being 
thus met and organized, they may then agree and determine upon a method of call- 
ing future meetings; and in all cases votes shall bo determined by counting and 
allowing ono vote to each share; and tho proprietors of any such library shall have 
power to possess and hold, to them, their successors and assigns, real or personal 
estate to any amount not exceeding five thousand dollars over and above the Value 
of other books. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That any seven or more of tho proprietors of such 
library, met in pursuance of such notice, shall have power to choose a moderator, 
clerk, librarian, collector, treasurer, and snch other otlicers as they may find neces- 
sary; and the clerk shall be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties; and 
tho treasurer shall give bond, with sufficient surety or sureties, faithfully to account 
for all moneys ho may receive by virtue of this act. And the said proprietors, when* 
so incorporated and organized, shall have power to raise moneys by assessments on 
the several shares in such library, as they may judge necessary for preserving and 
increasing the same: to make by-laws for the due regulation of the concerns of the 
said corporation not repugnant to the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth, 
and to annex and recover penalties for any breach of such by-laws not exceeding 
three dollars for any one breach thereof. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. That the proprietors of any snch library, so incorpo- 
rated, shall be called and known by the name of tho Proprietors of the Social 

Library in the town of , and by that name shall sue and be sued, prosecute 

and defend, plead and be impleaded in all actions and processes in law; and when 
there shall be more than one such library in any town or district the proprietors 
thereof shall be known and called by the name of the Proprietors of the Second, 
Third, Fourth, etc. (as the case may be), Social Library in the town of . 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That an act passed the third day of March, in the 
jrear of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, entitled "An act to 
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enable the proprietors of social libraries to manage the same,'' be, and hereby is, 
repealed : Provided^ veveriheleaSf That with regard to all suits and causes of suits, 
and all rights existing under and by force of said act, it shall be considered as in 
full force. 

181G. 

AN ACT autborizing the establisbment of law libraries. 
[Chapter 177, laws of 1815.] 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the senate and house of representatives, in getieral court 
assemhledf and hy the authority of the same, That in every county within this Common- 
wealth wherein there shall reside iivo or more attorneys at law regularly admitted 
and sworn to practice before the circuit court of common pleas it shall bo lawful 
for any five or more of them to make application in writing to any justice of the 
peace within and for said county, requesting him to issue his warrant for calling a 
meeting of the practitioners at law within the same county to meet at some certain 
time and place for the purpose of organizing the establishment of a law library ; and 
such justice shall thereupon issue a warrant under his hand and seal, directed to 
some practitioner at law residing within the shire town of said connty, requiring 
him to notify the other menibers of the bar residing therein, cither personally or by 
written notification posted up at some conspicuous place in the court-house in said 
county, at least seven days before the time of meeting as mentioned in said warrant, 
which meeting shall be holden at the next succeeding term of tho circuit court of 
common pleas in said county, on some day subsequent to the second day from tho 
comiuencement of its session ; and the person to whom such warrant is directed 
shall serve the same in manner as aforesaid, and make return thereof under his hand 
to the justice who issued the same, or to some other justice of tho peace within and 
for said county, whose duty it shall bo to preside lit said meeting in the choice of a 
clerk, a treasurer, aud librarian, each of whom shall thereupon bo sworn by the pre- 
siding officer, to the faithful discharge of their respective duties, and to hold tbeir 
offices during the pleasure of the association; and the said members of tbe bar so 
notified and met, to tho number of five or more, shall at their first meeting jjrescribe 
tho mode of calling future meetings of said association and establish such rules aud 
regulations as may be found necessary from time to time to carry tbe purposes of 
this act into effect not repugnant to tho constitution and laws of this Common- 
wealth ; and at all future meetings the oldest member of the bar residing within 
said county, who is present, shall preside. 

Sec. 2, Be it further' enacted, Tliat the sum of twenty dollars, which by law is now 
paid into tho county treasury on tho admission of all practitioners at the bar of the 
circuit court of common pleas, shsill hereafter be paid to the treasurer of every law 
library association in any county in this Commonwealth that shall be formed in }>ur- 
suance of this act, which treasurer shall give his receipt therefor to tho person paying 
the same, which sum so paid, as duty or excise as aforesaid, together with all bequests 
and donations made thereto, t^hall bo applied, under the direction of said association, 
to form a law library for the use of said couuty, under such reasonable regulations 
as the said association may appoint. And tho clerk of said association shall keep an 
exact record of all the proceedings thereof, aud the said treasurer shall keep an exact 
account of all moneys, donations, and bequests belonging to said association, which 
account he shall be holden annually to settle under oath with the association, in such 
manner as they shall prescribe; and the librarian, as well as tlio treasurer and clerk, 
shall be answerable in an action on tho case for all malfeasance or misfeasance in 
their respective offices to the association aforesaid, by the name of ** The Law Library 
Association,'' for the county within which it is formed: Provided, however, That the 
law library aforesaid shall be kept in a shire town within the county. 

Sec. 3. Beit farther enacted, That the act i)assed on the twenty -seventh day of Feb- 
ruary, in tho year of our Lord oue thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, so far as 
it relates to tbe payment of twenty dollars into tbe county treiisury by persons 
admitted to practice law before the circuit courts of common ideas, as it relates to 
the counties in this Commonwealth in which law library associations are, or shall 
be, formed in pursuance of this act, and as to the receipt to be given by the county 
treasurer therefor, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. [Apiiroved by the governor, 
March 2, 1815.] 

18S3. 

AN ACT respecting law libraries. 
[Chapter 51, laws of 1823.] 

Be it enacted hy the senate and house of representatives, in general court assenihled, and 
hy the authority of the same, That the excise paid by attorneys on their admission to 
the supreme judicial court shall hereafter be paid and appropriated in the same 
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way and manner as the excise now paid by attorneys on their admission to the court 
of common pleas is paid and appropriated, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 
[Approved by the governor, January 30, 1823!] 

18S5. 

AN ACT in addition to an act entitled "An act in addition to an act entitled *An act to enable the 

proprietors of social libraries to manage the same.' " 

[Chapter 65, laws of 1825; repealed by chapter 146 of the Revised Statutes.] 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives, in general court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, That any seven settled and ordained min- 
isters of the gospel within this Commonwealth who shall become proprietors in 
common of any theological library, may form themselves into a society or body 

politic, by the name of the *' Theological Society in the Town of ," for the express 

purpose of holding, increasing, preserving, and using such library ; and shall have 
all the powers and privileges and be subject to all the duties and requirements con- 
tained m an act passed the eighth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and six, entitled ''An act to enable the proprietors of social 
libraries to manage the same;'' and to this end any five of them may make applica- 
tion to any justice of the peace within the county in which the library is to be kept, 
stating the purposes of their meeting and requesting him to call a meeting of said 
proprietors ; and the said justice may thereupon grant his warrant to any one of 
them, directing him to call such meeting accordingly; and said meeting shall be 
called by posting up the purport of said warrant in such public places in said county 
as said justice shall order; and the proprietors, thus met and organized, may then 
agree upon the method of calling future meetings. [Approv^ by lieutenant- 
governor, February 12, 1825.] 

18S9. 

AN ACT in further addition to an act entitled "An act to enable proprietors of social libraries to 

manage the same. 

[Chapter 138, laws of 1829.] 

Section 1. Beit enacted by the senate and house of representativesAn general court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, That any twenty or more persons in any 
town or county within this Commonwealth who snail, by writing, associate them- 
selves for the purpose of mutual improvement and for raising the standard of com- 
mon education, may become a bodj^ politic, by the name of " The Lyceum of the Town 

of ," or "the County of " (as the case may be), by observing and pursuing 

the provisions of the act to which this is in addition in regard to forming proprietors 
of libraries into bodies politic, and being so formed shall be entitled to all the pow- 
ers and capabilities to which the proprietors of said libraries are entitled by that act; 
and such lyceum shall have the further power to possess and hold to them, their suc- 
cessors, and assigns, real and personal estate not exceeding ten thousand dollars. 

Sec 2. Be it further enacted, That this act may be altered or repealed at the pleas- 
ure of the legislature. [Approved by the governor, March 4, 1829.] 

1S36. 

SOCIAL LIBRARIES. 

[Revised Statutes, 1836, chapter 41.] 

Section 1. Any seven or more proprietors of a library may form themselves into a 
corporation, under such corporate name as they shall adopt, for the purpose of pre- 
serving, enlarging, and using such library; and for that purpose any justice of the 
peace may, on the application of five or more of such proprietors, issue his warrant 
to one of them, directing him to call a meeting of the proprietors at the time and 
place and for the purposes, expressed in the warrant; and said meeting shall be 
called by posting up the substance of the warrant in some public place in the town 
where the said library is kept, seven days at least before the time of meeting. 

Sec. 2. Any seven or more of the proprietors of such library, met in pursuance of 
such notice, may choose a president, a clerk, who shall be sworn to the faithful dis- 
charge of his duty; a librarian, collector, treasurer, and such other officers as they 
may find necessary ; and they may also determine upon the mode of calling future 
meetings. 

Sec. 3. When such proprietors shall be organized as a corporation, in the manner 

before provided, they shall have all the powers and privileges and be subject to all 

the duties and liabilities of a corporation organized according to the provisions of 

the forty-fourth chapter, so far as the said provisions shall be applicable in such case 

and notinconaiat&nt with this chapter. 



^ 



LIBRARY LEGISLATION IN THE UNITEI> STATES. 553 

Sec. 4. The treasurer shall give bond, with sufficient sureties, to the satisfaction 
of the proprietors, for the faithful discharge of his duties. 

Sec. 5. The said proprietors may raise such money, by assessments on the several 
shares, as they shall judge necessary for the purposes oi preserving, enlarging, and 
using the library ; and the shares may be transferred according to the provisions of 
the forty-fourth chapter. 

Sec. 6. The said proprietors may hold real and personal estate to any amount not 
exceeding five thousand dollars, in addition to the value of their books. 

±&3V. 

m 

AN ACT authorizing school districts to estahlish libraries for the use of common schools. 
[Chapter 147, acta •f 1837; rei)eal©d by chapter 81, acts of 1849.] 

I^e it enacted by the senate and house of representatives , in general court assenihled, and 
hy the authority of the samCy as follows: 

Section 1. Each legally constituted school district in this Commonwealth is 
hereby athorized to raise money for the purpose of establishing and maintaining a 
common-school library and apparatus for the use of the children therein, under 
such rules and regulations as said district may adopt : Provided, That no greater sum 
than thirty dollars the first year, or ten dollars in any subsequent year, shall be 
expended for the purpose aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. Any sum of money raised by virtue of this act at a meeting called for the 
purpose, shall be assessed, collected, and paid over as other school district taxes are. 
[Approved by the governor, April 12, 1837.] 

AN ACT in relation to law Ubrary associations. 
[Chapter 94, acts of 1842.] 

Be it enacted "by the senate and house of representatives , in general court assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows: 

Section 1. The counsellors and attorneys at law, duly admitted to practice in the 
courts of this Commonwealth, resident in the several counties thereof except Suif oik, 
are hereby constituted corporations within their respective counties, for the purpose 
of holding and managing the law libraries belonging to said counties, by the name 
of the Law Library Association for the county in which it is formed, and may adopt 
by-laws for that purpose : Provided, the same shall be approved by the justices of the 
court of common pleas ; and the officers of such associations shall be a clerk, treasurer, 
and librarian, whose duties shall be defined by the by-laws, which shall be adopted 
and approved as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. The clerks of the several courts shall, within sixty days after this law shall 
take effect, call and notify the first meeting of the corporations in their respective 
counties, by posting up notifications thereof in some conspicuous ]>lace in the court- 
house of such county, to be held during the term of the court of common pleas, 
which shall be held next after ten days from the time of posting up such notification, 
at which meetings said clerks shall preside until a clerk of such association shall be 
chosen : Provided, That any inhabitant of the county shall have the right to use the 
books in said library, subject to such regulations as 'shall be prescribed by the asso- 
ciations, with the approval of the court of common pleas. 

Sec. 3. This act may be altered, amended, or repealed by any future legislature of 
this Commonwealth. [Approved by the governor, March 3, 1842.] 

RESOLVE concerning school district libraries. 

[Resolves of 1842, chapter 74; amended by chapter 63, resolves of 1844; repealed by chapter 99, 

resolves of 1850.] 

Resolved, That the sum of fifteen dollars, to be taken from the school funds, be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated to every school district in the Commonwealth, 
to be expended in books for a school district library ; and that the treasurer ])ay said 
sum for said purpose to the order of the mayor of every city and the selectmen of 
every town, for each and every school district within the same which shall have 
produced evidence of having raised and appropriated fifteen dollars or more for the 
same object. [Approved by the governor, March 3, 1842.] 

ED 96 18* 
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lS4r3. 

BESOLYES in additSon to a resolve concerning school district libraries. 
[Resolves of 1843, chapter 6; amended by chapter 63 of the resolves of 1844.] 

Besolved, That tho provisions of the resolve of March third, eighteen linndred and 
forty-two, conoeTning school district libraries be, and the same is hereby, extended 
to every city an«l town in the Commonwealth, not heretofore divided into school 
districts, in such manner as to give as many times fifteen dollars to every such city 
or town as the number sixty is contained, exclusive of fractions, in the number of 
children between the ages of four and sixteen years in said city or town : Provided, 
evidence be produced to the taeasurer, in behalf of said city or town, of its having 
raised and appropriated, for the establishment of libraries, a sum equal to that 
which, by the provision of this resolve, it is entitled to receive f^om the school 
fund. 

lieaohed, That the treasurer be instructed, under the advice and direction of the 
governor and council, to make sales from time to time of notes of hand, bank stock, 
and other securities belonging to the school fund, to such amount as shall enable 
him to comply Avith the jirovisions of the above resolve, and with those of the resolve 
of March third, eighteen hundred and forty-two, concerning school district libraries. 
[Approved by the governor, March 7, 1843.] 

1844.. 

AX ACT in addition to "An act in relation to law library associations." 

[Chapter 157, acts of 1844.] 

Be it enacted hy the senate and house of representatives, in general court assembled, and 
hy authority of the same: 

Section 1. Tlie counsellors and attorneys at law, duly admitted to practice in the 
courts of this Commonwealth, resident in either of tho counties, who have omitted 
to organize a law library association in their respective counties, within the time and 
pursuant to the provisions of the act to which this is in addition, are hereby author- 
ized to organize themselves in their counties respectively, into an association by the 
name of the Law Library Association for such county, under the like provisions, 
and with the same rights, powers, and duties, as if the said association had been 
organized within the time prescribed by the act to Avhich this is in addition, passed 
the third day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-two; and 
said association, when so organized, shall be deemed. and taken to be a corporation, 
and entitled to all the privileges and subject to all the provisions applicable to law 
library associations, created under and pursuant to the act aforesaid ; Provided, how- 
evei'f This act shall have no effect upon any asso{iiation which shall not become 
organized within ninety days from the passing thereof. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved by the 
governor, March 16, 1844.] 

RESOLVE concerning school lihraries. 

[Chapter G3, resolves of 1844.] 

Resolved, That tho provisions of the resolve of March third, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-two, and the resolve of March the seventh, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-three be, and the same are hereby, extended 
to cA^ery school district of every town in the Commonwealth. [Approved by the 
governor, March 11, 1844.] 

KESOLYES in addition to the resolves concerning school district libraries. 

[Chapter 113, resolves of 1845.] 

Jiesolred, That tho provisions of the resolve of March third, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two, be extended to the Latin school, English high school, and 
grammar and writing schools of the city of Boston, in such manner as to give as 
many times fifteen dollars towards a purchase of a library or libraries for said schools 
as the number sixty is contained, exclusive of fractions, in the number of children 
belongin*? to said schools between tho ages of seven and sixteen years, said number 
to be estimated by the mayor of said city, provided the said mayor shall certify to 
tho treasurer of tho Comu/onwealth that an equal sum of money has been raised and 
appropriated subsequent to the first day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
i?u2»(lred and fortj^-tive, for the same purpose. 
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Besolvedf That tlie apportionment or distribution of the books purchased as above 
provided for shall be determined by the school committee of the city of Boston. 

Beaolvedy That these resolves shall take effect ii'om and after their passage. [Ap- 
proved by the governor, March 25, 1845.] 

1S49. 

AN ACT relating to school libraries and school apparatus. 

[Chapter 81, acts of 1849.] 

Be it enacted hy the senate and house of representatives , in (general court assembledj and 
by the authority of the same, as follows: 

Section 1. The inhabitants of any school district, in any city or town, and of 
any city or town not divided into school districts, in this Commonwealth, may, at 
any meeting called for that purpose, raise money for the purchase of libraries and 
necessary school apparatus, in the same manner as school districts may now raise 
moucy for erecting and repairing schoolhouses in their respective districts. 

Sec. 2. The one hundred and forty-seventh chapter of the statutes, passed in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, is hereby repealed. [Ai)proved 
by the governor, April 5, 1849.] 

185 O. 

REPEAL OF STATE APPROPRIATION FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIES. 

[Chapter 0», resolves of 1850.] 

Bcsolvcdj So much of the resolve of the third of March, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, as appropriated to every school district in the Commonwealth fifteen dol- 
lars, "to be expended for books for a school district library," is hereby repealed. 
This resolve was to take effect August 1, 1850. [Approved by the governor. May 2, 
1^0.] 

ISol. 

AN ACT to authorize cities and towns to establish and maintain pnhlic libraries. 
[Chapter 305, acts of 1851 ; amended by chapter 25, acts of 1859.] 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representativesj in general court assembled^ and 
by the authority of the same, as follows : 

Section 1. Any city or town of this Commonwealth is hereby authorized to estab- 
lish and maintain a public library within the same, with or without branches, for 
the use of the inhabitants thereof, and to provide suitable rooms therefor, under 
such regulations for the government of such library as may, from time to time, be 
prescribed by the city council of such city, or the inhabitants of such town. 

Sec. 2. Any city or town may appropriate for the foundation and commencement 
of such library, as aforesaid, a sum not exceeding one dollar for each of its ratable 
polls, in the year next preceding that in which such appropriations shall be made; 
and may also appropriate, annually, for the maintenance and increase of such libr.iry, 
a sum not exceeding twenty-five cents for each of its ratable polls, in the year next 
l)receding that in which suck appropriations shall be made. 

Sec. 3. Any city or town may receive, in its corporate capacity, and hold and 
manage any devise, bequest, or donation for the establishment, increase, or mainte- 
nance of a public library within the same. [Approved by the governor, May 24, 1851.] 

185 G. 

AN ACT in further addition to an act in relation to law library associations. 

[Acts of 1856, chapter 71.] 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of re-prescntativcSj in yeneral court assembled, and 
by the authority of ike same, as follows: 

Section 1. The county commissioners of the several counties are hereby authorized 
to pay and disburse, from the treasuries of their respective counties, to the treasurers 
of the law library associations now existing, or that may hereafter be duly organized 
therein, such a sum or sums as they may deem necessary and proper, for maintaining 
and enlarging the public law libraries for the use of tjfie courts and citizens of the 
several counties ; such sum not to exceed the amount paid into the treasury of any 
county by the clerks of the courts. 

Sec. 2. The treasurer of any such law library association, before receiving said 
moneys, shall give a bond, with sureties, to the satisfaction of the commissioners, 
for the faithful application of the same, and that he will make a return annually to 
them, under oath, of the manner in which all such applications are made. [Approved 
by the governor, March 28, 1856.] 
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AN ACT in addition to an act in relation to law library associations. 

[Acts of 1856, chapter 184.] 

Be it enacted "by the senate and "house of representatives ^ in general court assembled^ and 
hy the authority of the same, as follows: 

The counsellors and attorneys at law duly admitted to practice in the courts of 
this Commonwealth, resident in either of the counties, who have omitted to organize 
a law library association in their respective counties, are hereby authorized to 
organize themselves in their counties respectively, into an* association by the name 
of the law library association for such county, under the like provisions and with 
the same rights, powers, and duties, as if the said association had been organized 
within the time prescribed by the ninety-fourth chapter of the statutes of the year 
eighteen hundred and forty -two, and said association, when so organized, shall be 
deemed and taken to be a corporation, and entitled to all the privileges, and subject 
to all the provisions applicable to law library associations, created under and pur- 
suant to the act aforesaid. [Approved by the governor, May 24, 1856.] 

18S8. 

RESOLVE injavor of law library associations. 

[Resolves of 1858, chapter 1.] 

Resolved, That the secretary of the Commonwealth be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to furnish upon application one copy of the acts and resolves passed by the general 
court, and also one copy of such volumes of the special laws of tbe Commonwealth 
as he may have in his possession, not otherwise appropriated or required for the use 
of the Commonwealth, to the social law library located in the county of Suffolk : and 
also to each law library association which shall have been duly organized in' con- 
formity witli the ninety-fourth chapter of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, or the one hundred and eighty-fourth chapter of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six. {Approved February 23, 1858.] 

1859. 

AN ACT to amend an act to anthorize cities and towns to establish and maintain pnblic librariea. 

[Acts of 1859, chapter 25.] 

Be it enacted f etc», as follows : 

Section 1. The three hundred and fifth chapter of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-one, is so far amended as to allow any city or town to appropriate 
annually, for the maintenance and increase of a public library within the same, a 
sum not exceeding fifty cents for each of its ratable polls in the year next preceding 
that in which such appropriation shall be made. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved Febru- 
ary U, 1859.] 

AN ACT in addition to tbe acts in relation to law library associations. 

[Acts of 1859, chapter 172.] 

Be it enacted, etc, asfolloivs : 

Section 1. Tbe several county treasurers shall, on tbe first day of January in every 
year, pay to the treasurers of the county law library associations now existing, or that 
may hereafter be duly organized in their respective counties, one-quarter part of all 
the sums which said treasurers may have respectively received from the clerks of the 
courts during the preceding j'^ear; provided such quarter part in any year does not 
exceed the sum of one thousand dollars ; and if said quarter should exceed one thou- 
sand dollars, then said treasurers shall pay one thousand dollars, and all sums so paid 
to the treasurers of the law library associations shall be applied to maintain and 
enlarge the public law libraries for the use of the courts and citizens in the several 
counties. 

Sec. 2. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed to prevent county com- 
missioners from authorizing other payments from the county treasuries, under the 
seventy-first chapter of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-six. [Ap- 
proved April 5, 1859.] 
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X860. 

Genebal Statutes, 1860, Chapter 33. 

law libraries. 

[See 1871, chapter 317.] 

Section 1. Law library associations heretofore organized in any county except Suf- 
folk shall remain corporations in the same manner as if organized under this chapter. 

Sec. 2. The attorneys at law admitted to practice in the courts of the Common- 
wealth and resident in a county for which there is no law library association may 
organize themselves by the name of the law library association for such county, 
and when so organized shall be a corporation for the purpose of holding and manag- 
ing the law library belonging to the county, and may adopt*by-law8 for that pur- 
pose, subject to the approval of the justices of the superior court. 

Sec. 3. The clerk of the courts in any county in which no association has been 
organized, upon the application of seven attorneys at law resident therein, may call 
a meeting for the purpose of such organization by posting up notifications thereof 
in some convenient place in any court-house of the county; which meeting shall be 
holden during the term of the superior court commencing next after ten days from 
the time of posting up such notification. The clerk shall preside at such meeting 
until a clerk of the association is chosen. 

Sec. 4. The officers of such association shall be a clerk, treasurer, and librarian, 
whose duties shall be defined by the by-laws. 

Sec. 5. Every inhabitant of a county in which such association is organized may 
use the books in the library, subject to such regulations as may be i^rescribed by the 
association with the approval of the superior court. 

[Section 6, amended by chapter 215, acts of 1863, and chapter 156, acts of 1874.] 

Sec. 6. County treasurers shall annually, on the first day of January, pay fco the 
county law library associations in their respective counties one-quarter part, not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, of all sums which said treasurers have received from 
the clerks of the courts during the preceding year; and they may also pay such fur- 
ther sums, not exceeding the amount paid into the respective county treasuries by 
the clerks of the courts, as the county commissioners deem necessary and proper. 
All sums so paid shall be applied to maintain and enlarge such libraries for the use 
of the courts and citizens. 

Sec. 7. The treasurer of a law library association, before receiving said money, 
shall give a bond with sureties, to the satisfaction of the commissioners, for the faith- 
ful application thereof, and that he will make a return annually to them, under oath, 
of the manner in which all such applications are made. 

TOWN AND city LIBRARIES. 

[See 1866, 222; 1871, 26.] 

Sec. 8. Each town and city may establish and maintain a public library therein, 
with or without branches, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, and provide suit- 
able rooms therefor, under such regulations for its government as may from time to 
time be prescribed by the inhabitants of the town or the city council. 

[Section 9, repealed by chapter 222, acts of 1866.] 

Sec. 9. Any town or city may appropriate money for suitable buildings or rooms, 
and for the foundation of such library a sum not exceeding one dollar for each of its 
ratable polls in the year next preceding that in which such appropriation is made; 
may also appropriate annually, for the maintenance and increase thereof, a sum not 
exceeding fifty cents for each of its ratable polls in the year next preceding that in 
which such appropriation is made, and may receive, hold, and manage, any devise, 
bequest, or donation for the establishment, increase, .or maintenance of a public 
library within the same. 

SOCIAL libraries. 

[Public library corporations See 1872, 217.] 

Sec. 10. Seven or more proprietors of a library may form themselves into a corpo- 
ration, under such corporate name as they may adopt, for the purpose of preserving, 
enlarging, and using such library; with the powers, privileges, duties, and liabili- 
ties of corporations organized according to the provisions of chapter sixty-eight, so 
far as the same may be applicable, and may hold real and personal estate to an 
amount not exceeding five thousand dollars in addition to the value of their books. 
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Sec. 11. Upon application of five or more such proprietors, a justice of the peace 
may issue his warrant to one of them, directing him to call a meeting of the pro- 
prietors at the time and place and for the purposes expressed in the warrant. The 
meeting shall be called hy posting up the substance of the warrant in some public 
place in the town where the library is kept seven days at least before the time of the 
meeting, at which, if not less than seven of the proprietors meet, they may choose 
a president, a clerk who shall be sworn, a librarian, collector, treasurer, and such other 
officers as they may deem necessary, and may determine upon the mode of calling 
future meetings. 

Sec. 12. Tbo treasurer shall give bond with sufficient sureties, to the satisfaction 
of the proprietors, for the faithful discharge of his duties. 

Sec. 13. Such proprietors may, by assessments on the several shares, raise such 
money as they judge necessary for the purposes of preserving, enlarging, and using 
the library. 

18G3. 

A'N ACT relating to the county law library associations. 
[Chapter 215, acts of 1863; repealed by chapter 158, acts of 1874.] 

Beit enactedy e/c, as follows : 

Section 1. The sixth section of the thirty-third chapter of the General Statutes 
is 60 far amended that tlie several county treasurers shall pay to tin- county law 
library associatious the whole amount received from the clerks of the courts during 
the preceding year, provided tbo same does not exceed four hundred dollars. And 
in case the same exce(*<ls four hundred dollars, they shall pay over in addition thereto 
one quarter part of the surplus, jff'ovidedf however, that the whole amount paid to 
said association in any county in any one year shall not exceed one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. This act shall not be deemed to prevent the county commissioners from 
allowing any further payment as provided in the said sixth section of the said thirty- 
third chapter of the General Statutes. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take eft'ect upon its passage. [Approved April 29, 1863.] 

ISGG. 

AN ACT in relation to town lihrariea. 
[Acts of 18S6, chapter 222, incorporated in section 40, Puhlic Statutes.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Any town may, at a legal meeting, ^rant and vote money for the estab- 
lishment, maintenance, or increase of a public library therein, and for erecting or 
providing suitable buildings or rooms therefor, and may receive, hold, and manage 
any devise, bequest, or donation for the establishment, increase, or maintenance of 
any such library. 

Sec. 2. Section nine of chapter thirty-three of the General Statutes is hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 9, 1866.] 

iser. 

AX ACT for the preservation of hooks and other property belonging to puhlic libraries. 
[Acts of 1867, chapter 69; rei>ealed by chapter 42, acts of 1872.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Whoever willfully and maliciously writes upon, injures, defaces, tears, or destroys 
any book, plate, picture, engraving, or statute belonging to any law, town, city or 
other public library, shall bo punished by a fine of not less than five dollars nor 
more than one thousand dollars for every such ofiense. [Approved March 16, 1867.] 

RESOLVE for the distribution of the annual reports to public libraries. 

[Resolves of 1867, chapter 36.] 

Efsolred, That after the current year it shall be the duty of the secretary of the 
Comm(mw(»alth to furnish each public library organized under the laws of this 
Commonwealth, on the application of the librarian thereof, with the annual reporta 
described in the General Statutes as the '^Public Series." [Approved April 22, 1867.] 
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1869. 

AN ACT in addition to an act concerning dogs. 
[Chapter 250, act« of 1869; incorporated in section 107, chapter 102, Public Statutes.] 

Be it enacted, etc,, as follows: 

Section 1. Moneys received by the treasurer of any county under the provisions 
of chapter one hundred and thirty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, and not expended in the payment of damages done by dogs, in accord* 
auce with the provisions of said act, shall be paid back to the treasurers of the 
several cities and towns of said county, in the month of January of each year, in 
proportion to the amount paid by said city or town to said county treasurer ; and 
the money so refunded shall be expended for the support of public libraries or schools, 
in addition to the amount annually appropriated by said city or town for those pur- 
poses. In the county of Suffolk moneys received by any treasurer of any city or 
toAvn under the provisions of said act, and not expended in accordance Avith the pro- 
visions of the same, shall be appropriated by the school committee of said city or 
town for the support of the public schools therein established. 

Sec. 2. The last clause of section twelve of chapter one hundred and thirty of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 10, 1869.] 

1870. 

AN ACT to authorize the establishment of districts, for maintaining street lamps, and for other 

purposes. 

[Acta of 1870, chapter 332; incorporated in sections 37-40, chapter 27, Public Statutes.] 

Be it cnactedy etc^ as follows : 

SEcriox 1. Any town, at a legal meeting, having an article in the warrant for the 
purpose, may authorize a village or district in such town containing not less than 
one thousand inhabitants, the limits of which shall be accurately defined, to organize 
under such name as may be authorized by such town, for the purpose of erecting 
and maintaining street lamps, establishing and maintaining libraries, building ana 
maintaining sidewalks, and employing and paying watchmen and police officers, or 
any of such purposes. 

Sec. 2. The provisions of sections thirty-five, thirty-six, thirty-nine, forty-three, 
forty-four, forty-five, andforty-sevenof chapter t wen ty -four of the General Statutes, 
and chapter two hundred and fifty-seven, of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and sixty-five, shall, so far as applicable, apply to such districts. 

Sec. 3. The officers of such districts, in addition to a clerk and prudential com- 
mittee, may be a treasurer, and such other officers as the district may decide to elect; 
and all of nuch officers shall hold their offices for one year, and until others are chosen 
and qualified in their stead. 

Sec. 4. Such districts may adopt such by-laws as they may deem proper, to define 
the duties of their offi«^ers, and the manner of calling meetings of the districts. 

Sec. 5. Such districts may sue and be sued in the name of the inhabitants of such 
districts. [Approved June 10, 1870.] 

1871. 

AN" ACT in relation to depositing hooks in puhlic libraries. 
[Acts of 1871, chapter 26; incorporated in section 11, chapter 40, Puhlic Statutes.] 

Be it enacted^ etc,, as follows: 

Section 1. The city government of the several cities, and the selectmen of the sev- 
eral towns in this Commonwealth, in which maj^ now or hereafter bo public libraries, 
owned and maintained by said cities and towns, are hereby authorized to place in 
the public libraries, for the use of the inhabitants, such books, reports, and laws as 
have been or may be received from the Commonwealth. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take off*ect upon its passage. [Approved February 17, 1871.] 

AX ACT to provide for fnmisliing certain documents to the law library societies in each county. 
[Acts of 1871, chapter 387; incorporated in section 8, chapter 40, Public Statutes.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. In addition to the volumes now required bylaw to be furnished to the 
law library societies in each county, the sergeant-at-arms shall, imm«*diatt*ly after 
their publication, distribute, as far as practicable, to such societies one volume each 
of the following documents, viz: Legislative documents (sen«ate and liouse), journal 
of the senate, journal of the house, and the manual of the general court. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 26, 1871.] 
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AK ACT for the proservation of books and other property belonging to pnblic libraries. 
[Acts of 1872, chapter 42; incorx>orated in section 79, chapter 203, Pnblic Statutes.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause 
writes upon, injures, defaces, tears, or destroys any book, plat«, picture, engraving, 
or statute belonging to any law, town, city, or other public library, shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than five dollars nor more than fifty dollars, or by imprisonment 
in the jail not exceeding six months, for every such offense. 

Sec. 2. Chapter sixty-nine of the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-seven is hereby repealed. [Approved February 26, 1872.] 

AN ACT to provide for the formation of library corporations. 
[Acts of 1872, chapter 217; incorporated in sections 16-19, chapter 40, Public Statutes.] 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows : 

Section 1. Three or more persons within this State who shall have associated 
themselves together by an agreement in writing, such as is described in section 
seven of chapter two hundred and twenty-four of the acts of the year eighteeu hun- 
dred and seventy, with the intention to constitute a corporation, under any name 
by them assumed, for the purpose of establishing and maintaining a public library, 
with or without reading rooms connected therewith, shall become a corporation upon 
complying with the provisions of sections eight, nine, ten, and eleven of said act, 
and shall remain a corporation with all the powers, rights, and privileges belonging 
to any corporations organized under the provisions of said act, and subject to all the 
duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in all general laws which now are or 
hereafter may be in force applicable to such corporations. 

Sec. 2. Any name may be assumed by such corporation not previously in use by 
any existing corporation or association, and shall contain therein the word '^library." 
Upon filing the certificate named in section eleven of said act with the indorsement 
of the commissioner of corporations thereon, and the payment of the fees named in 
section fifty-nine of said act, the secretary of the Commonwealth shall sign and issue 
to such corporation a certificate in the form prescribed and having the same force 
and effect named in said eleventh section of said act. 

Sec. 3. Any existing library association under general law may, by complying with 
the provisions of section twelve of said act and payment of the fees aforesaid, obtain 
of the secretary of the Commonwealth the certificate therein prescribed. 

Sec. 4. Corporations formed under the provisions of this act may hold real and 
personal estate necessary for the purposes of their organization to the amount named 
in their agreements of association not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, exclusive of 
books, papers, collections in natural history, and works of arts; may receive and hold 
for the purposes aforesaid any grants, donations, or bequests under such conditions 
and rules as may be prescribed in such grants, donations, and bequests: Provided, 
The same are not inconsistent with the provisions of law. And so long as any cor- 
poration formed under this act shall allow the inhabitants of the city or town wherein 
the same is located free access to and use of its library, such city or town may 
annually appropriate and pay to the said corporation established therein money to 
aid in supporting its library. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved April 17, 1872.] 

AN ACT to amend an act to provide for the formation of library corporations. 
[Acts of 1872, chapter 326; incorporated in section 20, chapter 40, Public Statutes.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Nothing contained in the provisions of chapter two hundred and sev- 
enteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two shall be construed 
to require library corporations, formed under the same, to have a capital stock when 
it is otherwise provided in the agreement of association. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved IViay 4, 1872.] 

1873. 

AN ACT to authorize towns and cities to appropriate money toward dcfrnviiiff the expenses of main« 

taining libraries. 

[Acts of 1873, chapter 306; incorporated in section 10, chapter 27, Public Statutes.] 

Be it enacted, etc.^ as follows: 

Any city or town may appropriate and pay such sum annually as it may see fit 
tofVHrd defray Jug the expenses of maintaining any library within such city or town 
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to which the inhabitants are allowed free access for the purpose of using the same 
on the premises. [Approved May 23, 1873.] 

AN ACT relating to the county law library associations. 
[Acts of 1874, chapter 156; repealed by chapter 89, acts of 1881.] 

Be it enacted^ etc., as foUows: 

Section 1. The sixth section of the thirty-third chapter of the General Statutes is 
so far amended that the several county treasurers shall pay to the county law library 
associations the whole amount received from the clerks of courts during the preced- 
ing year: Provided^ The same does not exceed one thousand dollars; and in case the 
same exceeds one thousand dollars they shall pay in addition thereto one-quarter 
part of the surplus : Provided, however , That the whole amount paid to said association 
in any county in any one year shall not exceed two thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. This act shall not be deemed to prevent the county commissioners from 
allowing any further payment as provided in the said sixth section of the said thirty- 
third chapter of the General Statutes. 

Sec. 3. Chapter two hundred and fifteen of the acts of eighteen hundred and sixty- 
three is repealed. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved April 9, 1874.] 

1880. 
AK ACT to authorize towns to establish and maintain pnblio reading rooms. 

[Acte of 1880, chapter 111.] 

Beit enacted f etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Any town which now maintains in whole or in part a public library 
therein, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, or which may hereafter do so, may, at 
a legal meeting, grant and vote money for the establishment and maintenance of a 
public reading room, in connection with said library, and for the use of the inhabit- 
ants of said town, to be under the control and management of the board of trustees 
of said library, or of such other persons as have control and management of said 
librarj' ; and such town may receive, hold, and manage any devise, bequest, or dona- 
tion for the establishment or maintenance of any such reading room. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved March 17, 1880.] 

1881. 

AN ACT relative to law library associations. 
[Acts of 1881, chapter 89; incorporated in section 6, chapter 40, Public Statutes.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Section six of chapter thirty-three of the General Statutes is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows : County treasurers shall annually pay to the county 
law library associations, in their respective counties, all sUms paid into the county 
treasuries by the clerks of the courts during the year, but not exceeding fifteen hun- 
dred dollars in any one year ; and they may also pay such further sums from the county 
treasury as the county commissioners deem necessary and proper. All sums so paid 
shall be applied to maintain and enlarge such libraries for the use of the courts and 
citizens. This act shall apply to all sums paid into the county treasuries by the 
clerks of the courts from and after the first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-one. 

Sec. 2. Chapter one hundred and fifty-six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy -four is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved March 16, 1881.] 

188S. 

The Public Statutes, Chapter 40. 

law libraries. 

Section 1. Law library associations heretofore organized in any county, except 
Suffolk, shallbesubject to the provisions of this chapter relating to such corporations. 

Sec. 2. The attorneys at law admitted to practice in the courts of the Common- 
wealth, and resident in a county for which there is no law library association, may 
organize themselves by the name of the Law Library Association for such county: 
and, when so organized, shall be a corporation for the purpose of holding ana 
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managing tlie law library belonging to the county, and may adopt by-laws for that 
purpose, subject to the approval of the justices of the superior court. 

Sec. 3. The clerk of the courts in any county in which no such association has 
been organized may, u]}on the application of seven attorneys at law resident therein, 
call a meeting for the purpose of such organization by posting up notifications 
thereof in some convenient i>laco in any court-house of the county; which meeting 
shall be held during the term of the superior court commencing next after ten days 
from the time of posting up fiuch notification. The clerk shall preside at such meet- 
ing until a clerk of the association is chosen. 

Sec. 4. The officers of such an associatitm shall be a clerk, treasurer, and librarian, 
and their duties shall be defined by the by-laws. 

Sec. 5. Every inhabitant of a county in which such association is organized may 
use the books in the library, subject to such regulations as may be prescribed by the 
association with the approval of the superior court. 

[Section C nmendcd bj- chapter 246, acta of 18S2.1 

Sec. 6. County treasurers shall annually pay to the law-library associations in 
their respective counties all sums iiaid into the county treasuries during the year by 
the clerks of the courts, to an amount not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars in any 
one year; and said treasurers may also pay such further sums as the county commis- 
sioners may deem necessary and proper. All sums so j)aid shall be applied to main- 
tain and enlarge such libraries for the use of the courts and of citizens. 

Sec. 7. The treasurer of a law library association, before receiving any money from 
the county treasury, shall give a bond, with sureties, to the satisfaction of the com- 
missioners, for the faithful application of such money, and that ho will make a 
return ar.nually to them, under oath, of the manner in Avhich such application has 
been made. 

Sec. 8. Each law library association shall be entitled to receive from the sergeant- 
at-arms one copy of each of the following volumes immediately after their publica- 
tion, namely, legislative documents (senate and house), journal of the senate, and 
journal of the house. 

TOWN AND city LIBRARIES. 

Sec. 9. Any town or city may establish and maintain a public library therein, 
with or Avithout branches, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, and may provide 
suitable rooms therefor, under such regulations for its government as may from 
timo to time be prescribed by the inhabitants of the town or by the city council. 

Sec. 10. Any town may, at a legal meeting, grant and vote money for the estab- 
lishment, maintenance, or increase of a public library therein, and for erecting or 
providing suitable buildings or rooms therefor; and may receive, hold, and manage 
any devise, bequest, or donation for the establishment, increase, or maintenance of 
any such library. 

Sec. 11. The city government of a city or the selectmen of a town in which there 
is a public library, owned and maintained by such city or town, may place in such 
library, for the use of the inhabitants, such books, reports, and laws as have been 
or may be received from the Commonwealth. 

SOCIAL LIBRARY CORPORATIONS. 

Sec. 12. Seven or more proprietors of a library may form themselves into a corpo- 
ration under such corporate name as they may adopt, for the purpose of preserving, 
enlarging, and using such library, and with the powers, privileges, duties, and 
liabilities of corporations organized according to the provisions of chapter one hun- 
dred and five, so far as tlie same may be applicable, and such corporation may hold 
real and personal estate to an amount not exceeding five thousand dollars in addition 
to tlie value of its books. 

Sec. 13. Upon application of five or more of such proprietors, a justice of the peace 
may issue his warrant to one of them, directing him to call a meeting of the pro- 
prietors at the time and place and for the purposes expressed in the Avarrant. The 
meeting shall be called by posting up the substance of the warrant in some public 
place in the town where the library is kept, seven days at least before the time of 
the meeting, at which time, if not less than seven of the proprietors meet, they may 
choose a president, a clerk, who shall be sworn, a librarian, a collector, a treasurer, 
and such other officers as they may deem necessary, and may determine upon the 
mode of calling future meetings. 

Sec. 14. The treasurer shall give bond, with sufficient sureties, to the satisfaction 
of the proprietors, for the faithful discharge of his duties. 

Sec. lo. Such proprietors may, by assessments on the several shares, raise such 
mnnoy as the3'' judge necessary for the purposes of preserving, enlarging, and using 
^^o library. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY CORPORATIONS. 

Sec. 16. Three or more persoDS within tliia Commonwealth who associate them- 
selves together by an agreement in writing, such as is described in section sixteen of 
chapter one hundred and six, with the intention of forming a corj)oration, under any 
name by them assumed, for the purpose of establishing and maintaining a public 
library, with or without reading rooms connected therewith, shall become a corpora- 
tion upon complying with the provisions of sections seventeen, eighteen, twenty, 
and twenty-one of said chapter, and shall remain a coi*poration, with all the powers, 
rights, and privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities, 
applicable to such corporations. 

8ec. 17. Any name may be assumed by such corporation which is not in use by an 
existing corporation or association, and which contains the word ** library." Upon 
filing the certificate named in section twenty-one of chapter ono hundred and six, 
with the indorsement of the commissioner of corporations thereon, and the payment 
of the fees named in section eighty-four of said chapter, the secretary of the Com- 
monwealth shall sign and issue to such corporation a certificate in the form pre- 
scribed, and having the force and effect named in said section twenty-one of said 
chapter. 

Sec. 18. Any existing library association organized under general latvs may, by 
complying with the provisions of section twenty -two, of chapter ono hundred and 
six, and payment of the fees aforesaid, obtain of the secretary of the Commonwealth 
the certificate therein prescribed. 

Sec. 19. A corporation formed under section sixteen may hold real and personal 
estate necessary for the purposes of its organization, to the amount named in its 
agreement of association, not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, exclusive of books, 
papers, collections in natural history, and Avorks of art, and may receive and hold 
for the purposes aforesaid, any grants, donations, or be(xuests under such lawful con- 
ditions and rules as may bo prescribed therein. 

Sec. 20. Nothing contained in the four preceding sections shall be construed to 
require a corporation formed in accordance with the provisions thereof to have a 
capital stock, when a different provision is made in the agreement of association. 

APPROPRIATION OF MONEY FOR LIBRARIES. 

Section I'O of chapter 327 of the public statutes provides that the towns may at 
legal meetings grant and vote such sums as they judge necessary for maintaining 
any library therein to which the inhabitants are allowed free access for tlie purpose 
of using the books on the i)remises, and for establishing and maintaining a public 
reading room in connection with and under the control of the manager of such 
library-. 

THE DOG TAX. 

Section 107 of chapter 102 of the public statutes provides that the money received 
for dog licenses and refunded to the towns shall be expended for the eui)port of 
public libraries or schools. 

DEFACING BOOKS, PAPERS, ETC. 

Section 79 of chapter 253 of the public statutes provides that whoever wilfully 
and maliciously or wantonly and without cause writes upon, injures, defaces, tears, 
or destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving, or statue belonging to a law, town, 
city, or other public library, shall be punished by a fine of not less than five nor 
more than fifty dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months, 

LIBRARY CORPORATIONS. 

Seven or*inore persons may form a corporation for the establishment and mainte- 
nance of places for reading rooms, libraries, or social meetings, under the provisions 
of the general law for the incorporation of associations for charitable, educational, 
and other purposes, contained in chapter 115 of the Public Statutes. 

AN ACT iu relation to law library associations. 
[Acts of 18fi2, chapter 24C.] 

Be ii enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Section six of chapter forty of the Public Statut-es, providing for 
annual payments to the law library associations of the several counties, is amended 
by striking out in the fourth line thereof the words "fifteen hundred dollars," and 
inserting iu place thereof the words "two thousand dollars.'' This act shall apply 
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to all Bums paid into the connty treasuries by the clerks of the courts on and after 
the first day of January in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-two. 
Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 19, 1882.] 

1883. 

AJN" ACT to prevent the wilful detention of books, newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, or mann- 

scripts of certain hbraries. 

[Chapter 77, acts of 1883.] 

Be it enactedj etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause 
detains any book, newspaper, magazine, i)amphlet, or manuscript belonging to a law, 
town, city, or other public or incorporated library, for thirty days after notice in 
writing, from the librarian of such library, given after the expiration of the time 
which by the regulations of such library such book, newspaper, magazine, pam- 
phlet, or manuscript may be kept, shall be punished by a tine of not less than one 
nor more than twenty-five dolhirs, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six 
months. 

Sec 2. The notice required by the foregoing section shall bear upon its face a 
copy of this act. 

Sec 3. This act shall take eftect upon its passage. [Approved March 24, 1883.] 

AN ACT for the better protection of property of certain libraries. 

[Chapter 81, acts of 1883.] 

Beit enactedy etc,, as follows: 

Section 1. Section seventy-nine of chapter two hundred and three of the Public 
Statutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows : Whoever wilfully and maliciously 
or wantonly and without cause writes upon, injures, defaces, tears, or destroys a 
book, plate, picture, engraving, map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manuscript, 
or statue belonging to a law, town, city, or other public or incorporated library, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months. 

Sec 2. This act shall take eftect upon its passage. [Approved March 24, 1883.] 

1885. 
AN ACT to protect persons using public libraries from disturbance. 

[Acts of 1885, chapter 225.] 

Be it enactedy etc. , as folloics : 

Whoever wilfully disturbs persons assembled in a public library or reading room 
connected therewith, by making a noise or in any other manner, during the time in 
which such library or reading room is open to the public, shall be punished by 
im])risonment in the jail not exceeding thirty days, or by a fine not exceeding fifty 
dollars. [Approved May 12, 1885.] 

1888. 

AN ACT concerning the election and the powers and duties of trustees of free public libraries or of 

free public libraries and reading rooms, in towns. 

[Acts of 1888, chapter 304.] 

Be it enacied, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for the support of a 
free public library, or free public library and reading room that is owned by the 
town, shall at its annual meeting, or at a legal town meeting appointed and notified 
for that purpose by the selectmen, elect a board of trustees, except in cases where 
such library has been or may be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by some 
donation or bequest containing other conditions or provisions for the elections of its 
trustees or for its care and management, which conditions have been accepted and 
agreed to by a vote of the town. 

[Section 2, amended by chapter 112, acts of 1889.] 

Sec 2. Said board of trustees shall consist of any number of persons divisible by 

three, not exceeding nine in all, which the town may decide to elect, one-third 

thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office for three years, except that 

the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees for one year, one-third for two 

years, and one-third for three years, and thereafter one- third the number annually 
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for the term of three years. No person shall be ineligible to servo upon said board 
of trustees by reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, and 
shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary from their own 
number. 

Sec. 3. If any person elected a member of the board of trustees, after being duly 
notified of his election in the manner in which town officers are required to be 
notified, refuses or neglects to accept said office, or if any member declines further 
service, or from change of residence or otherwise becomes unable to attend to the 
duties of the board, the remaining members shall in writing give notice of the faci 
to the selectmen of the town, and the two boards may thereupon, after giving public 
Aotice of at least one week, proceed to fill such vacancy until the next annual town 
meeting; and a majority of the ballots of persons entitled to vote shall be necessary 
to an election. 

Sec. 4. The trustees so elected by the town shall have the entire custody and man- 
agement of the library and reading room and all property owned by the town 
relating thereto ; and all money raised or appropriated by the town for its support 
and maintenance, and all money or property that the town may receive by donation 
from any source, or by bequest, in behalf of said free public library and reading 
room, shall be placed in the care and custody of the board of trustees, to be 
expended or retained by them for and in behalf of the town for the support and 
maintenance of its free public library and reading room, in accordance with the 
conditions of each or any donation or bequest accepted by the town. 

Sec. 5. In every town which shall, by a majority of the votes cast at its annual 
town meeting or at a legal town meeting appointed and notified for that purpose by 
the selectmen, so direct, the board of trustees shall, in addition to the officers 
named in section two of this act, elect from among their own number a treasurer, 
who shall give a bond to the town similar to the bond given by the town treasurer, 
for such an amount and with such sureties a« may be satisfactory to the selectmen; 
and until a town directs otherwise, the town treasurer shall act as treasurer of the 
board of trustees. 

Sec. 6. The trustees shall make an explicit report to the town at each annual town 
meeting of all their receipts and expenditures, and of all the property of the town 
in their care and custody, including a statement of any unexpended balance of money 
they may have, and of any bequests or donations they may have received and are 
holding in behalf of the town, with such recommendations in reference to the same 
as they may deem necessary for the town to consider. 

Sec. 7. Nothing in this act shall be construed to interfere with library associations, 
nor with any library that is or may be organized and managed under special act of 
the legislature. 

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 4, 1888.] 

1889. 

AN ACT relating to the election, powers, and duties of trustees of free public libraries and roadinc 

rooms in towns. 

[Acts of 1889, chapter 112.] 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section two of chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-eight is hereby amended by striking out in lines two and three the 
words "not exceeding nine in all," so fis to read as follows: Section 2. Said board of 
trustees shall consist of any number of persons divisible by three which the town 
may decide to elect, one-third thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office 
for three years, except that the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees for one 
year, one-third for two years, and one-third for three years, and thereafter one-third 
the number annually for the term of three years. No person shall be ineligible to 
serve upon said board of trustees by reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be 
elected by ballot, and shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secre- 
tarj*^ from their own number; provided any town having a free public library which 
has heretofore elected a board of trustees to manage the same, consisting of a number 
divisible by three, and has heretofore elected annually one-third of said board for 
three years, may continue to elect annually one-third of said board for three years, 
and the trustees in office shall hold their offices until the term for which they were 
elected shall expire, unless the town shall vote otherwise. [Approved March 14, 1889.] 

1890. 

AN ACT to promote the establishment and eflRciency of free public libraries. 

Be it enacted, etc, ae follows: 

Section 1. The governor with the advice and consent of the council shall appoint 
five persons, residents of the Commonwealth, who shall coustitnte a board of library 
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con^missiouers. Tho governor Bball designate the chairmau thereof. One member 
of said board sball be appointed for the term of five years, one for foor years, one 
for three years; one for two years, and one for one year; and thereafter the term of 
office of the commissioners shall be five years. All vacancies on said board, whether 
occurring by expiration of term or otherwise, shall be filled by the governor with 
the jidvice and consent of the council. 

Skc. 2. Tho librarian or trustees of any free public library may ask said board for 
advice in regard to tho selection of books, the cataloguing of books, and any other 
mat tors pertainino^ to the maintenance or administration of the library ; and the board 
shall give such advice in regard to said matters as it shall find practicable. The 
board shall make a report of its doings to the general court in January of each year,' 
and fifteen hundred copies of said report shall be printed as one of the public docu- 
ment scries. 

Skc. 3. Said board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, upon the applica- 
tion of the board of library trustees of any town having no free public library owned 
and controlled by the town, a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for books for 
any such town entitled to the benefits of this act ; snch books to be use<l by said 
trustees for the purpose of establishing a free public library, and said commissioners 
shall select and purchase all books to be provided as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. No town shall bo entitled to the benefits of this act until such town has 
acce]>ted the provisions hereof at a regularly called town meeting, and has elected 
a board of library trustees as provided in chapter three hundred and four of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-eight, and until said trustees shall 
have provided, in a manner satisfactory to the board of commissioners, for the care, 
custody, and distribution of the books furnished in accordance with this act. 

Skc. 5. Any town accepting the provisions of this act shall annually appropriate 
from the dou: tax or shall otherwise annually provide for the use and maintenance of 
its free public library, a sum not less than fifty dollars if its last assessed valoatioc 
was one million dollars or upward, or a sum not less than twenty -five dollars if said 
valuation was less than one million and not less than two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars, or a sura not less than fifteen dollars if said valnation was less than 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 6. No member of the board of commissioners shall receive any compensation, 
but the board may expend a sum not exceeding ^yo hundred dollars annually for 
clerical assistance and incidental and necessary expenses in the discbarge of its 
duties; and all sums expended under tho provisions of this act shall be jvaid from 
the treasury after the bills therefor have been approved by the board and sent 
to the auditor of Iho Commonwealth, who shall certify to the governor and council 
tho amount due, as in case of all other bills and accounts approved by him under the 
provisicms of law. 

Sec. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 2S, 1890.] 
(Fifty-fourth Annual Eeport Massachusetts Board of Education, 1889-90, pp. 271-290.) 

ISOS. 

[Acts of 1893, chapter 255.] 

Be it enacted J etc., as follows: 

The board of library commissioners may expend the sum of one hundred dollars 
for books for the free public library of any town whose valuation does not exceed 
six hundred thousand dollars, which maintained a free library before the passage 
of chapter three hundred and forty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and ninety, and which has fully complied or hereafter fully complies with the pro- 
visions of said act. 

MICHIGAN. 

113. Section 1. A township library shall be maintained in each organized town- 
ship, which shall be the property of the township, and shall not be subject to sale 
or alienation from any cause whatever. All actions relating to such library, or for 
the recovery of any penalties lawfully established in relation thereto, shall be 
brought in the name of the township. 

114. Sec. 2. All persons who are residents of the township shall be entitled to the 
privileges of the township library, subject to such rules and regulations as may be 
lawfully established in relation thereto: Provided, That persons residing within the 
boundaries of any school district in which a district library has been established 
shall be entitled to the privileges of such district library only. 

115. Sec. 3. Tho township board of school inspectors shall have charge of town- 
shi]> library, and shall apply for and receive from the township treasurer all moneys 
appropriated for the township library of their township, and shall purchase the 
books and procure the necessary appendages for such library. 
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116. Sec. 4. Said board shall be held accountable for the proper care and preser- 
vation of the township library, and shall have power to provide for the safe-keepinff 
of the same, to prescribe the time for taking and returning books, to assess ana 
collect fines and penalties for the loss or injury of said books, and to establish all 
other needful rules and regulations for the management of the library as said board 
shall deem proper or the superintendent of public instruction may advise. 

117. Sec. 5. The board of school inspectors shall cause the township library to be 
kept at some central or eligible place in the township, which it shall determine ; such 
board shall also, within ten days after the annual township meeting, appoint a libra- 
rian for the term of one year, to have the care and superintendence of said library, 
who shall be responsible to the board of school inspectors for the impartial enforce- 
ment of all rules and regulations lawfully established in relation to said library. 

118. Sec. 6. Any school district, by a two-thirds vote at any annual meeting, may 
establish a district library, and such district shall be entitled to its just projjortion 
of books from the library of any township in which it is wholly or partly situated, 
to be added to the district library, and also to its equitable share of any library 
moneys remaining unexpended in any such township or townships at the time of the 
establishment of such district library, or that shall thereafter be raised by tax in such 
township or townships, or that shall thereafter be apportioned to the township to the 
inspectors of which the annual report of its director is made. 

119. Sec. 7. The district board of any school district in which a district library 
may be established in accordance with the provisions of this act shall have charge 
of such library; and the duties and responsibilities of said district board in relation 
to the district library, and all moneys raised or apportioned for its support, shall be 
the same as those of the board of school inspectors are to the township library. 

120. Sec. 8. The school ins|>ectors shall give, in their annual report to the superin- 
tendent of public instruction, such fact« and statistics relative to the management 
of the township li brary and the library moneys as tJie superintendent of public instruc- 
tion shall direct; and the district board of any school district having a library shall 
cause to be given in the annual report of the director to the board of school inspect- 
ors like facts and statistics relative to the district library, which items shall also be 
included by the said inspectors in their annual report. 

121. Sec. 9. In ease the board of school inspectors of any township, or the district 
board of any school district, shall fail to make the report required by the preceding 
section, or in case it shall appear from the reports so made that any township or school 
district has failed to use the library money in strict accordance Avith the provisions 
of law, such township or district shall forfeit its share of the library moneys that 
are a]>portioned, and the same shall be apportioned to the sever<il other townships 
and districts in the county as hereinafter provide<i: Providedy That in townships 
where the boards thereof shall determine and report to the superintendent that the 
public will be better served by using the said money for general school purposes no 
such forfeiture shall occur. 

122. Sec. 10. Thosnperintondont of public instruction shall annually, and previous 
to the tenth day of May, transmit to the clerk of each county a statement of the 
townships in his county that are entitled to receive library' moneys, giving the num- 
ber of children in each of such townships between the ages of five and twenty years 
as shall appear from the reports of the board of school inspectors for the school year 
last ending; said clerk shall file such statement in his office and shall forthwith 
furnish a copy thereof to the county treasurer. 

123. Sec. 11. The clear proceeds of all fines for any breach of the penal laws of 
this StTite and for penalties, or upon any re<*ognizance in criminal proceedings, and 
all equivalents for exemptions [exemption] from military duty, when collecte<l in any 
county and paid into the county treasury, together with all moneys heretofore col- 
lected! and paid into said treasury on account of such fines or equivalents and not 
already appropriated [apportioned], shall be apportioned by the connty treasurer, 
before the first day of June in each year, among the several townships in the county 
according to the number of children therein between the ages of five and twenty 
years, as shown by the statement of the superintendent of public instruction pro- 
vided for in the preceding section, which money shall be exclusively applied to the 
support of the township and district libraries, and to no otlier purpose: Provided, 
That from and after January first, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two, such 
money may bo used for general school purposes in any township wherein the town- 
ship board thereof shall so determine. 

124. Sec. 12. The qualified voters of each township shall have power, at any 
annual township meeting, to vote a tax for the support of libraries established in 
accordance with the provisions of this act, and the qualified voters of any school dis- 
trict in which a district library shall be established shall have power, at any annual 
meeting of such district, to vote a district tax for the support of said district library. 
When any tax authorized by this section shall have been voted, it shall be reported 
to the supervisor, levied, and collected in the same manner as other township and 
school district taxes. 
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125. Sec. 13. The district board of any school district may donate or sell any 
library book or books belonging to such district to the board of school inspectors of 
the township or townships in which said district is wholly or partly situated^ which 
book or books shall thereafter form a part of the township library. [Chapter XI, 
school laws of 1893.] 

MINNESOTA. 

Par. 239. (School library list.) The superintendent of public instruction and the 
presidents of the normal schools of this State are directed to prepare a list of books, 
to be amended from time to time, suitable for school libraries, to include books of 
reference, history, biography, literature, political economy, agriculture, travel, and 
natural science; they shall advertise in at least two leading papers for the lowest 
rates at which sellers will fill orders of school districts for books selected from this 
list, and make contracts accordingly with the lowest responsible bidder for a period 
not to exceed two years. (1887, c. 121, $ 1.) 

240. (State aid.) Any school district having purchased under this contract any one 
year a selection of books from the list prepared and recommended by the State 
superintendent of public instruction, and having provided for their care a suitable 
bookcase, and for their distribution by the appointment of a librarian, and by the 
adoption of suitable rules and regulations, and having forwarded a certified state- 
ment of the same through the county superintendent, with his endorsement, to the 
superintendent of public instruction, shall make requisition upon the State auditor 
for one-half the amount to be expended, who shall issue his warrant in favor of said 
district for said amount. 

Provided^ first, That no district shall receive more than twenty dollars upon the 
first statement, nor more than ten dollars upon the second statement, nor more than 
five dollars upon any subsequent statement. 

Provided, second, That for the purposes of the provision immediately preceding, 
each township organization of schools shall be estimated as equal to four districts, 
and shall be entitled to a proportionate aid in the establishing of a school library. 

Provided, third, That whenever the county superintendent shall make report to the 
superintendent of public instruction that upon satisfactory investigation he finds 
that the books of any district are not properly cared for or properly used, it shall be 
his duty to exclude or suspend such district from the benefits of this act. (Id., § 2.) 

241. (Statement.) No more than one statement shall be made by any one district 
in any one school year. (Id., $ 3.) 

242. (Fund.) The sum of ten thousand (10,000) dollars, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary to meet the provisions of this act, is hereby annually appropriated. 
(Id., $ 4') [School laws of Minnesota, 1891.] 

MISSOURI. 

Section 7979, item 5. To vote such a sum as they may deem proper for the pur- 
chase of books for a district library. 

Sec. 8089. (Duties, restrictions, and liability of board.) The board shall, except as 
herein provided, perform the same duties and be subject to the same restrictions and 
liabilities as the boards of other school districts acting under the general school 
laws of the State: Provided, however. That in cities as hereinafter specified the board 
of education shall have power to establish and maintain a library for the use of the 
public school district therein, and to appropriate such sums as they may deem proper 
for the support thereof, not to exceed in any one year two thousand five hundred 
dollars for cities of twenty thousand and under one hundred thousand inhabitants, 
and not to exceed five hundred dollars for cities of five thousand and under twenty 
thousand inhabitants, and not to exceed two hundred and fifty dollars for cities of 
one thousand and under five thousand inhabitants, the population to be determined 
by the last United States or municipal census. (Laws, 1893, p. 250, amended.) 

NEBRASKA. 

AN ACT to authorize incorporated towns and cities to establish and maintain free pnblic libraries 

and reading rooms. 

Be it enacted by the legislutnre of the State of Nebraska : 

Section 1. The city or town council of each incorporated city or town shall have 
power to establish and maintain a public library and reading room for use of the 
inhabitants of such city or town, and may levy a tax of not more than one mill on 
the dollar annually, to be levied and collected in like manner as other taxes of said 
city or town, and to be known as the library fund. 

Sec. 2. When any city or town council shall have decided by ordinance to establish 
and maintain a public library and reading room under this act, they shall elect ft 
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library "board of nine directors, to be cboson from the citizens at large, of which 
board neither the mayor nor any member of the city or town council shall be a 
member. Snch directors, first elected, shall hold their office, three for the term of 
one year, three for the term of two years, and three for the term of three years, from 
the first day of July following their appointment, and three directors shall be chosen 
annually thereafter ; and in cases of vacancies by resignation, removal, or otherwise 
the council shall fill such vacancy for the unexpired term, and no director shall receive 
any pay or compensation for any services rendered as a member of such board, and 
such directors shall give such bond as the council may require. 

Skc. 3. Such directors shall, immediately after their appointment, meet and organ-" 
ize, by electing one of their number president, and such other officers as may be 
necessary. Five of such board shall be a quorum. They shall have power to make 
and adopt such by-laws, rules, and regulations for their own guidance and for the 
government of the library and reading room as they may deem expedient, subject to 
supervision and control of the city or town council, and not inconsistent with this 
act. They shall have exclusive control of expenditures of all moneys collected or 
donated to the credit of the library fund and of the renting or construction of any , 
library building, the supervision, care, and custody of the grounds, rooms, or build- ' 
ings, constructed, leased, or set apart for that purpose. 

Sec. 4. Any tax levied or collected or funds donated thereto shall be kept for the 
use of such library separate and apart from other funds of said city or town and 
shall be drawn upon by the proper officers upon the authenticated vouchers of the 
library board and shall not be used or disturbed for any other purpose. 

Sec. 5. The library board shall have power to purchase or lease grounds ; to erect,^ 
lease, or occupy an appropriate building or buildings for the use of such library ; to 
appoint a suitable librarian and assistants, to fix their compensation, and to remove 
their appointments at pleasure ; and shall have power to establish regulations for 
the govemmei?t of such library as may be deemed necessary for its preservation and 
to maintain its usefulness and efficiency, and to fix and impose by general rules 
penalties and forfeitures for trespasses or injury upon or to the library grounds, 
rooms, books, or other property, or failure to return any book, or for violation of any 
by-law or regulation ; and shall have and exercise such power as may be necessary 
to carry out tne spirit and intent of this act, in establishing and maintaining a public 
library and reading room. 

Sec. 6. Every library and reading room established under this act shall be for- 
ever free to the use of the inhabitants of the city or town, subject always to such 
reasonable regulations as the library board may adopt to render said library and 
reading room of the greatest use to the inhabitants of said city or town, and the 
board may exclude from the use of the library and reading rooms any person who 
shall wilfully violate or refuse to comply with rules and regulations established for 
the government thereof. 

Sec. 7. The library board shall, on or before the second Monday in June in each 
year, make a report to the city or town council of the condition of their trust on the 
first day of Juno in such year, showing all moneys received and expended, the num- 
ber of books and periodicals on hand, newspapers and current literature subscribed 
for or donated to the reading-room department; the number of books and periodicals 
ordered by purchase, gift, or obtained during the year, and the number lost or miss- 
ing; the number of visitors attending; the number of and character of books loaned 
or issued, with snch statistics, information, and suggestions as they may deem of 
general interest, or as the city or town council may require, which report shall be 
verified by affidavit of the proper officers of said board. 

Sec. 8. Any by-law or regulation established by the library board may be amended 
or annulled by the council of said city or town. 

Sec. 9. Penalties imposed or accruing by any by-law or regulation of the library 
board may be recovered in a civil action before the police judge, or any justice of the 
peace, or other court having jurisdiction; such action to bo instituted in the name 
of the "library board of the city or town library,'' and moneys collected in such 
action shall be forthwith placed in the city treasury to the credit of the library fund. 

Sec. 10. Any person may make any donation of money or lands for the benefit of 
Buch library, and the title to property so donated may be made to and shall vest in 
the library board, and their successors in office, and such board shall thereby become 
the owners thereof in trust to the uses of the public library of such city or town. 

Sec. 11. The property of such library shall be exempt from execution, and shall 
also be exempt from taxation as other public property. 

Sec. 12. The library board shall have power to authorize any circulating library, 
reading matter, or work of art, of any private person, association, or corporation, 
to be deposited in the public library rooms, to be drawn or used outside of the rooms 
only on payment of such fee or membership as the person, corporation, or association 
owning the same may require. Deposits may be removed by the owner thereof at 
pleasure, but the books or other reading matter so deposited in the rooms of any 
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sucli public library shall bo separately and distinctly marked, and kept upon shelves 
apart from the books of the public city or town library, and every such private or 
associate library, or other property so deposited in any public library, while so 
placed or remaining shall be subject to use and reading within the library room 
without charge by any person an inhabitant of said city or town, and entitled to the 
use of the free library. [Approved February 17, A. D. 1877. I^aws of Nebraska, 1877.] 

AN ACT regulating the State librarj'. 

Section 1, Be it cuacted hy the legislature of the State of Xeh'aslaj That the books, 
pamphlets, maps, and charts bclon«i:iug to the State, now in the State library, or which 
shall hereafter be added to the same, shall constitute the State library. 

Sec. 2. There shall bo two divisions of the State library, one of which shall embrace 
all miscellaneous works, books, pamphlets, maps and charts, and the statutes and 
other books required by law, to bo deposited in the oflice of the secretary of state, 
and shall be known as the miscellaneous division of the State library, which shall be 
kept under the charge of the secretary of state, and of which he shall bo librarian. 
The other shall embrace all books of reports, and other law books, and shall be 
knoAvn as the law division of the State library, which shall be kept under the charge 
of the clerk of the supremo court, and of which he shall bo librarian. 

Sec. 3. The governor, secretary of state, and auditor shall constitute a board of 
directors of the miscellaneous division, and the judges of the supreme court shall 
constitute a board of directors of the law division of the State library. 

Sec. 4. Each board of directors shall have power to make such rules, not incon- 
sistent with this act, for the regulation of the division of the library under their 
direction as they may elect proper, and may prescribe penalties for any violations 
thereof, which shall bo collected in the same manner as for the nonreturn or injury 
of any books. 

Sec. 5. Books may be taken from the State library by the members of the legisla- 
ture and its officers during the session of the legislature, and by the ofBcers of the 
executive department of the State, and judges of the supreme court and district 
courts; and no other ])crson shall be permitted to take or detain from the library 
nunc than two miscellaneous works at one time, or take the same away from the 
ca])itol. 

Sec. 6. Each librarian shall cause to be kept a register of all books issued and 
returned at the time tliey shall be so issued and returned, and none of the books, 
except the laws, journals, and reports of this State, which may be taken from the 
library, shall bo detained more than ten days, and all the books taken out by officers 
or members of the legislature shall be returned at the closo of the session. 

Sec. 7. If any person injure or fail to return any book taken from the library, he 
shall forfeit and pay to the librarian of the division to Avhich it belongs, for the use 
of the library, double the value thereof, or of the set to which it belongs, if a set is 
broken by its loss, to be recovered in an action, in the name of the people of the 
State, in any court of competent jurisdiction; and before the auditor shall issue his 
warrant in favor of any person authorized to take books from the library for the 
value of his services or amount of his salary he shall be satisfied that such person 
has returned all books taken from the library or settled for the same; otherwise he 
shall deduct all accounts for the detention or injury of such books. 

Sec. 8. Each librarian shall, on or before the twentieth day of December in each 
year, report to the governor the condition of the division under his charge, stating 
the number of volumes contained therein, the number of volumes purchased during 
the past year, and the cost thereof, the number of A'olumes received by donation, the 
number of volumes injured, or not returned, if any, and the amount received in com- 
pensation therefor, and such suggestions and further information as may bo deemed 
by him desirable. 

Sec. 9. The librarian of each division of tho library shall give bond to the people 
of tho Stale, in the sum of five thousand dollars each, with good and sufficient 
sureties, to be approved by tho board of directors of their respective division, con- 
ditioned for tho faithful performance of the duties of their respective offices, which 
bonds shall be filed in the office of tho State auditor. 

Sec. 10. Each librarian shall receive for his services tho sum of four hundred and 
fifty dollars per annum, to be paid quarterly, and tho State auditor is authorized to 
draw his warrant on the treasurer for such amounts as they become due. 

Sec. 11. Two hundred dollars shall be annually paid out of the State treasury for 
the use of the library, one half to each division, which amount, together with the 
amounts received from fines and forfei tures under this act, shall be annually expended 
in the purchase of additional books, under the direction of the board of directors. 

Sec, 12. It shall be the duty of each librarian to cause each book in his division to 
"be labeled with a printed or stamped label containing the words, ^* Nebraska State 
UbniTy,^^ and also to write the same words on the thirtieth page of each volume. 
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Sec. 13. The directors of the law division of the State library may sell or exchange 
any surplus or duplicate sets of reports or law books iu such division of the library, 
and use the money arising from such sale in purchasing other law books or reports for 
such library. 

Sec. 14. If either librarian shall permit or allow any person not authorized by this 
act to remove a book from the library, he shall bo liable on conviction thereof to x)ay 
a fine of not less than live nor more than fifty dollars for every book so taken. 

Sec. 16. Chapter 32, entitled Library of part one (1) of the Revised Statutes, 
approved in 1866, and also an act entitled "An act to create the office of State 
librarian, and to define the duties of the same," approved'Juuo 22, 1867, are hereby 
repealed: Provided, however ^ That no causes of action for fines, penalties, or forfeit- 
ures, and no prosecutions for misdemeanors to Avhich any person may have become 
liable under any of the jirovisions of the chapter or of the act hereby repealed, shall 
bo barrod or in any manner affected by this act; but such actions and prosecutions 
may bo commenced and carried on as if this act had not been passed. 

Sec. 17. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 18. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage, 
[Approved March 3, 1871. Laws of Nebraska, 1870-71.] 

NEW HAMrSHIRE. 

tree public librakies. 

Section 21. The governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall 
appoint four persons, residents of the State, who, together with the State librarian, 
shall constitute a board of library commissioners. The governor shall designate 
the chairman thereof. Two members of the board shall be appointed for the term 
of four years and two for two years, and thereafter the term of office of the com- 
missioners shall be two years. All vacancies on the board shall be filled by the 
governor, with the consent of the council. 

Sec. 22. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may ask the board for 
advice in regard to the selection of books, cataloguing of books, and any other 
matters pertaining to the maintenance or administration of the library; and the 
board shall give such advice in regard to the matters as it shall find practicable. 
The board shall make a rei>ort of its doings to the legislature biennially, which shall 
be printed in the report of the State librarian. 

Sec. 23. The board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, upon the appli- 
cation of any town having no free public library owned and controlled by^ the town, 
a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for books for such town entitled to the 
benefits of these provisions, such books to be used by the town for the purpose of 
establishing a free public library; and the commissioners shall select and purchase 
all books to bo so provided. 

Sec. 21. No town shall be entitled to the beneGts of these provisions relative 
to free public libraries, until such town has accepted the provisions at a regularly 
called town meeting, and until the town shall have provided in a satisfactory man- 
ner to the board of commissioners for the care, custody, and distribution of the 
books furnished in accordance therewith. 

Sec. 25. Any town accepting the provisions aforesaid shall annually appropriate 
for tlio use and maintenance of its free public library, a sum not less than fifty dol- 
lars if its last assessed valuation was one million dollars or upward, or a sum not 
less than twenty-five dollars if the valuation was less than one million and not less 
than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen dollars 
if the valuation was less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 26.^ The board of library commissioners shall receive no compensation, but 
shall be allowed such reasonable sum for clerical assistance and other necessary 
expenses, in the discharge of its duties, as the governor and council shall determine, 
not exceeding five hundred dollars in any one year; and all sums expended under 
the provisions of this act shall be paid from the State treasury after the bills there- 
for havo been approved by the board and by the governor and council. 

Chapter 11, Section 1. The secretary of state shall procure and furnish to each 
public library in this State and the Soldiers' Homo one copy of each history of New 
Hampshire organizations in the war of the rebellion which is not out of print, and 
has been or may hereafter bei)ublished in accordance with the provisions of existing 
laws. 

Sec. 2. This act shall be in aid only of such libraries as are regularly open for the 
nse of the public in the towns and cities where they may be located and which are 
duly designated as public libraries, entitled to receive State publications by the 
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governor and council, in accordance with existing laws, on the first day of February- 
next following the publication of such history. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take eftoct upon its passage. [Approved March 12, 1891. 
Public Statutes of New Hami)shiro, 1891. Also annual report of board of library 
commissioners of New Hampshire for 1894, pp. 75-77.] 

NEW JERSEY. 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 

192. The treasurer of the school fund, upon the order of the State superintendent 
of education, is hereby authorized and directed to pay over the sum of twenty rlol- 
lars, out of the income of the school fund, to every public school for which there 
shall have been raised by subscription or eutertaiument a like sum for the same 
purpose, to establish in such school a school library and to procure philosophical 
aud chemical apparatus; and the further sum of ten dollars annually, upou a like 
order, to the said public school, upou condition that there shall have been raised by 
subscription or entertainment a like sum for such year for the purposes aforesaid. 

193. In all school districts where there are more than one schoolhouse, it shall be 
lawful to receive from the State treasury, as in said bill directed, the sum prescribed 
to be paid to each schoolhouse, and that such district shall have power to consoli- 
date and establish a library in one place in said district as may be designated by 
the board of education or such power as has control of the public schools in said 
district. 

194. The selection of books and apparatus shall be approved by the school trustees 
of such district. 

195. The school trustees of each district shall make proper rules and regulations 
for the management, use, and sale-keeping of such libraries. 

196. Whenever, in any county in this State, there shall have been raised by sub- 
scription a sum of money not less than one hundred dollars for the establishment of 
a library of pedagogical books for the use of the teachers of public schools in such 
county, the treasurer of the school fund, upon the order of the State superintendent 
of public instruction, is hereby authorized and directed to pay the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars, out of the income of the school fund, to the county superintendent of 
said county; and the further sum of fifty dollars annually thereafter, upon a Uke 
order, upon conditions that there shall have been raised by subscription a like sum 
for such year for the purpose aforesaid. 

197. The county superintendent and three teachers of public schools in such county, 
apx)oiuted by him, shall constitute a committee for the selection of said books and 
the necessary apparatus aud the making of rules and regulations for the manage- 
ment, use, and safe-keeping of such libraries. 

198. The governor, the State comptroller, and the State superintendent of public 
instruction be and they are hereby authorized, upon its publication, to purchaae and 
pay for, out of any funds not otherwise appropriated, as many copies of a political 
and legislative history of the State for the last twenty-five years, now being prepared 
by William Edgar Sackett, as they may deem proper for distribution among the public 
school libraries of this State. (School Laws of New Jersey, 1895.) 

NEW YORK. 

35. (Public and free libraries and museums.) All provisions of sections 35 to 51 
shall apply equally to libraries and museums, and the word ** library " shall be con- 
strued to include refereuco and circulating libraries and reading rooms. 

36. (Establishment.) By majority vote at any electi<m, any city, village, town, 
school district, or other body authorized to levy and collect taxes, or by vote of its 
common council, any city, or by vote of its trustees, auy village, may establish and 
maiutain a free public library, with or without branches, either by itself or in con- 
nection with any other body authorized to maiutain such library. Wheuever tweuty- 
five taxpayers shall so petition, the question of providing library facilities shall be 
voted on at the next election or meeting at which taxes may be voted, provided that 
due public notice shall have been given of the proposed action. 

37. (Subsidies.) By similar vote money may be granted toward the support of 
libraries not owned by the public, but maintained for its welfare and free use: Pro- 
vidcdf That such libraries shall be subject to the inspection of the regents and regis- 
tered by them as maintaining a proper standard; that the regents shall certify wiiat 
number of the books circulated are of such a character as to merit a grant of public 
money, and that the amount granted yearly to libraries on the basis of circulation 
shall not exceed ten cents for each volume of the circulation thus certified by the 
regents. 

38. (Taxes.) Taxes in addition to those otherwise authorized may be voted by any 
authority named in section 36, and for any purpose specified in sections 36 and 37, and 
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shall^ unless otlierwiso directed by sucli vote, be considered as annual appropriations 
therefor till changed by further vote, and shall be levied and collected yearly, or as 
directed, as are other general taxes; and all money received from taxes or other 
sources for such library shall be kept as a separate library fund, and expended only 
under direction of the library trustees on properly authenticated vouchers. 

39. (Trustees.) Such libraries shall be managed by trustees, who shall have all 
the powers of trustees of other educational institutions of the university as defined 
in this act : Provided^ Unless otherwise specified in the charter, that the number of 
trustees shall be five ; that they shall be elected by the legal voters, excei)t that in 
cities they shall be appointed by the mayor, with the consent of the common council, 
from citizens of recognized fitness for such position ; that the first trustees determine 
by lot whose term ot office shall expire each year, and that a new trustee shall be 
elected or appointed annually, to serve for five years. 

40. (Incorporation.) Within one month after taking office the first board of 
trustees shall apply to the regents for a -charter in accordance with the vote estab- 
lishing the library. 

41. (Reports.) Every library or museum which receives State aid or enjoys any 
exemption from taxation or other privilege not usually accorded to business cor- 
porations shall make the report required by 25 of this act, and such report shall 
relieve the institution from -making any report now required by statute or charter to 
be made to the legislature, or to any department, court, or other authority of the 
State. These reports shall be summarized and transmitted to the legislature by the 
regents with the annual reports of the State library and State museum. 

42. (Use.) Every library established under this act shall be forever free to the 
inhabitants of the locality which establishes it, subject always to rules of the 
library trustees, who shall have authority to exclude any person who wilfully 
violates such rules; and the trustees may, under such conditions as they think 
expedient, extend the privileges of the library to persons living outside such locality. 

43. (Injuries to property.) Whoever intentionally injures, defaces, or destroys any 
property belonging to or deposited in any incorporated library, reading room, 
museum, or other educational institution, snail be punished by imprisonment in a 
State prison for not more than three years, or in a county jail for not more than one 
year, or by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

44. (Detention.) Whoever wilfully detains any book, newspaper, magazine, pam- 
phlet, manuscript, or other property belonging to any public or incorporated library, 
reading room, museum, or other educational institution, for thirty days after notice 
in writing to return the same, given after the expiration of the time which by the rules 
of such institution such article or other property may be kept, shall be punished by 
a line of not less than one nor more than twenty-five dollars, or by imprisonment in 
the jail not exceeding six months, and the said notice shall bear on its face a copy of 
this section. 

45. (Transfer of libraries.) Any corporation, association, school district, or com- 
bination of districts may, by legal vote duly approved by the regents, transfer the 
ownership and control of its library, with all its appurtenances, to any public library 
in the university, and thereafter said public library shall be entitled to receive any 
money, books, or other property from the State or other sources to which said cor- 
poration, association, or school district would have been entitled but for such trans- 
fer, and the trustees or body making the transfer shall thereafter be relieved of all 
responsibility pertaining to property thus transferred. 

46. (Local neglect.) If the local authorities of any library supported wholly or in 
part by State money fail to provide for the safety and public usefulness of its books, 
the regents shall in writing notify the trustees of said library what is necessary to 
meet the State's requirements, and on such notice all its rights to further grants of 
money or books from the State shall be suspended until the regents certify that the 
reciuiremonts have been met; and if said trustees shall refuse or neglect to comply 
with such requirements within sixty days after service of such notice, the regents 
may remove them from office and thereafter all books and other library property 
wholly or in part paid for from State money shall be under the full and direct control 
of the regents who, as shall seem best for public interests, may appoint new trustees 
to carry on the library, or may store it or distribute its books to other libraries. 

47. (Loans of books from State.) Under such rules as the regents may prescribe, 
they may lend from the State library, duplicate department, or from books specially 
given or bought for this purpose, selections of books for a limited time to any public 
library in this State under visitation of the regents, or to any community not yet 
having established such library, but which has conformed to the conditions required 
for such loans. 

48. (Advice and instruction from State library officers.) The trustees or librarian 
or any citizen interested in any public library in this State shall be entitled to ask 
from the officers of the State library any needed advice or instruction as to a library 
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building, furnitnre and equipment, government and service, rules for readers, select- 
ing, buying, cataloguing, shelving, lending books, or any other matter pertaining to 
the estaldishment, reorganization, or administration of a public library. The regents 
may provide for giving such advice and instruction either personally or through 
printed matter and correspondence, either by the State library staff or by a library ^ _ 
commission of competent experts appointed by the regents to serve without salary. 
The regents may, on request, select or buy books, or furnish iusteacl of money appor- 
tioned, or may make exchanges and loans through the duplicate department of the 
State library. Such assistance shall be free to residents of tiiis State as far as prac- 
ticable, but the regents may, in their discretion, charge a proper fee to nonresidents or 
for assistance of a pei*8<mal nature or for other reason not 7)roperly an ex]>ense to the 
State, but which may be authorized for the accommodation of users of the library. 

40. (Use of fees and lines.) The regents may use receipts from fees, fines, gifts from 
private sources, or sale of regents' bulletins and similar printed matter, for buying 
books or for any otlior proper ex])enses of carrying on thoir work. 

50. (Apportionment of public library money.) Such sum as shall have been appro- 
priated by the legislature as public library money shall be paid annually by the 
treasurer, on the warrant of the controller, from the income of the United States 
deposit fund, according to an apportionment to be made for the benefit of free libra- 
ries by the regents in accordance with their rules and authenticated by their seal: 
rroridcdf That none of this money shall be spent for books except those approved or 
selected and furnished by the regents; that no locality shall share in the apportion- 
ment unless it shall raise and use for tho same purpose not less than an equal amount 
from taxation or other local sources ; that for any part of the apportionment not pay- 
able directly to the library trustees the regents shall file with the controller proper 
vouchers showing that it has been spent in accordance with law exclusively for 
books for free libraries or for proj>er expenses incurred for their benefit, and that 
books paid for by the State shall be subject to return t-o the regents whenever the 
library shall neglect or refuse to conform to the ordinances under which it secured 
them. 

51. (Abolition.) Any library established under this act may bo abolished only by 
a majority vote at a regular annual election, ratified by a majority vote at the nexc 
annual election. If any such library is abolished its property shall bo used first to 
return to the regeutvS, for tho benefit of other x>ublic libraries in that locality, the >-^ 
equivalent of such sums as it may have received from the State or from other sources 

as gifts for public use. After such return any remaining property may be used as 
directed in the vote abolishing the library; but if the entire library property does 
not exceed in value the amount of such gifts it may be transferred to the regents for 
public use, and the trustees shall thereupon be freed from further responsibility. 
No abolition of a public library shall be lawful till the regents grant a certificate 
that its assets have been properly distributed and its abolition completed in accord- 
ance with tho law. 

52. ( Laws repealed.) Of the laws enumerated in tho schedule hereto annexed that 
portion specified in tho last column is repealed. 

53. (Saving clause.) The repeal of a law or any part of it by this act shall not 
affeft or impair any act done or right accruing, accrued, or acquired, or liability, 
penalty, forfeiture, or punishment incurred prior to such rojjcal, under or by virtue 
of any law so rei)ealed, but tho same may be asserted, enforced, prosecuted, or 
inflicted as f.illy and to the same extent as if such law had not been repealed; and 
all actions and proceedings, civil or criminal, commenced under or by virtue of the 
laws so repealed and pending at the time of such repeal, may be prosecuted and 
defended to final effect in the same manner as they might under the laws then exist- 
ing, unless it shall be otherwise specially provided by law. 

51. (Construction.) The provisions of this act, so far as they are substantially the 
same as those of the laws herein repealed, shall be construed as a continuation of 
such Inws, nu)dified or amended according to tho language employed in this act, and 
not as new enactments. Kepeals in this act shall not revive any law repealed by any 
law hereby repealed, but shall include all laws amendatory of the laws hereby 
repealed. References in laws not repealed to provisions of law incorporated in this 
chai^ter and repealed shall be construed as applying to the provisions so incorporated. 
Nothing in this act shall be construed to repeal any provision of the criminal or, 
penal code. ^ 

55. (To take effect.) This act shall take effect immediately. [Approved, May 14, > 

1802. Laws of New York, 1892, chapter 573.] 

COMMON SCHOOL AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

Section 1. So much of the school library money as shall be needed for that pur- 
post^ shall be apportioned among the several cities and school districts by the State 
Kuperintcndent of public instruction, who may, so far as consistent with law, make 
alter, or repeal any rules that he may deem proper for regulating the expenditure of 



/■ 



LIBRARY LEGISLATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 575 

the school library money and the administration and care of school libraries estab- 
lished or maintained under authority of this act : Provided, That no portion of the 
school library money shall be expended except for books approved by the said superin- 
tendent. Said school libraries shall consist of reference books for use in the school- 
Toom, suitable supplementary reading books for children, or books rolatiuj^ to 
branches of study being pursued in the school^ and pedagogic books as aids to teachers. 
And no city or school district shall share in the apportionment unless it shall raise 
and use for the same purpose an equal amount from taxation or other local sources, 
and shall also comply with the requirements of the superintendent as to the care of 
such libraries and otherwise. Library moneys shall bo apportioned to the school 
districts and parts of school districts joint with parts in any city or in any adjoining 
county which shall be entitled to participate therein, as follows : To each of said dis- 
tricts an amount equal to that which shall have been raised in said district for library 
purposes, either by tax or otherwise; and if the aggregate amount so raised in the 
districts Avithin the county shall exceed the sum apportioned to the county the said 
districts respectively shall be entitled to participate in such apportionment pro rata 
to the total amount apportioned to the county. All school library money unappnr- 
tioned by school commisioners and remaining in the hands of county treasurers shall, 
in each succeeding year, be added to the school library money apportioned by the 
superintendent of public instruction to the counties of the State. 

Sec. 2. The school library shall be a part of the school equipment and shall be kept 
in the school building at all times, and shall not be used as a circulating library, 
except that, so far as the rules fixed by the State superintendent shall allow, teachei-s 
and school oflBcers or pupils, with the leave of the librarian, may borrow from said 
library any book not needed for reference in the schoolroom, but such persons shall 
not borrow more than one volume at a time and shall not keep tho same more than 
two weeks. Tho board of education or trustees shall appoint a teacher of the schools 
under their charge as librarian, who, with the trustees, shall bo responsible for tho 
safety and proper care of the books, and shall annually, and whenever required, 
make such reports concerning tho library as tho State superintendent niaj' direct. 

Skc. 3. All existing provisions of law and rules established by the 8n]>erintendent 
of public instruction for the management of district li])rarie3 shall hold good as to 
the management of school libraries till altered by or in pursuance of law. 

Skc. 4. Each city and school district in tho State is hereby authorized to raise 
moneys bj' tax in the same manner as other school moneys aro raised, or to receive 
moneys by gift or devise, for starting or extending or caring for tho school library. 

Si:c. 5. Any board of education in any city or union free school district, or any 
duly constituted meeting in any other district, is hereby authorized to give any or 
all of its books or other library property to any township or other free public library 
under State supervision, or to aid in establishing such free public library, provided 
it is free to tho people of such city or district. A receipt from the ofhcers of tho said 
free public library, and an approval of tho transfer under seal by the regents of the 
univirsity, shall forever thereafter relievo the said school authorities of further 
responsibility for the said library and property so transferred. 

8i:c. 0. Any books or other library property belonging to any district library, and 
which have not been in direct charge of a librarian duly appointed within one year, 
may bo taken and shall thereafter be owned by any public library under State super- 
vision, which has received from the regents of the university written permission to 
collect such books or library property, and to administer tho samo for tho benefit of 
the public: Providedy That said books or other library property shall be found iu 
the territory for which such public library is maintained, as defiued in its charter or 
in tho permission granted by tho regents: And further provided, That, on writt-n 
request of the school authorities, any dictionaries, cyclopedias, and pedagogic books 
shall bo placed in the school library- of the district to which such books originally 
belonged. Anyperson, association, or corporation having possession of books or other 
property belonging to any school, district, or other public library, except books reg- 
ularly borrowed and charged for a period not yet expired, shall deliver tho samo 
within one month from the passage of this law to tho legally appointed librarian of 
such library or of the free public library, duly authorized to take the snme, as i)ro- 
vi Ird in this section, and willful neglect or refusal to comply with this provision 
shall be a misdemeanor. 

Si:c. 7. The public shall not be entitled to use any library, now or hereafter in the 
custody of the school authorities; but said authorities may a]»p()int three trustees 
who shall have the powers, duties, and responsibilities of trustees of public libraries 
incorporated by the regents, and thereafter tho school authorities may transfer to 
tho custody of said trustees, for the purposes of a circulating library, any of their 
library property, as provided in section five. 

Sec. 8. The State superintendent of public instruction is hereby authorized to with- 
hold its share of public school moneys from any city or district which uses school 
librar^^ moneys for any other purpose than that for which they are provided, cr 
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for any willful neglect or disobedience of the law or the rules or orders of said 
superintendent in the premises. 

Sec. 9. The sum of fifty-five thousand dollars, directed to be distributed to the 
several cities and school districts of the State by section four of chapter two hun- 
dred and thirty-seven of the laws of eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, shall con- 
tinue to be appropriated and shall be known as school library moneys, and shall be 
applied to the purchase of books for the formation or extension of common school 
libraries. 

Sec. 10. For the fiscal year beginning October first, eighteen hundred and ninety- 
two, but not thereafter, out of said fifty-five thousand dollars, school library money, 
there shall be paid twenty-five thousand dollars for public library money, and said 
twenty-five thousand dollars shall be paid by the treasurer, ou the warrant of the 
comptroller, according to an apportionment to be made for the benefit of free libra- 
ries by the regents in accordance with their rules and authenticated by the univer- 
sity seal: Provided, That none of this money shall be spent for books except those 
approved or selected and furnished by the regents ; that no locality shall share in 
the apportionment unless it shall raise for the same purpose not less than an equal 
amount from taxation or other local sources ; that for any part of the apportion- 
ment not payable directly to the library trustees the regents shall fil« with the 
comptroller proper vouchers showing that it has been spent in accordance with law 
exclusively for books for free public libraries or for proper expenses incurred for 
their benefit, and that books paid for by the State shall be subject to return to tbe 
regents whenever the library shall neglect or refuse to conform to the ordinances 
under which it secured them. 

Sec. 11. Section four, chapter two hundred and thjrty-seven of the laws of eight- 
een hundred and thirty-eight is hereby repealed, and sections one to nine of this act 
are hereby substituted for title eight, of chapter five hundred and fifty-five of the 
laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-four, which said title eight is hereby repealed ; 
and all other acts repugnant to or inconsistant with the provisions of this act are, 
so far as they are so inconsistent, hereby repealed. 

Sec. 12. This act shall take eftect immediately. [School laws of New York, 1893.] 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

[Sections 19 to 32, inclusive, of Chapter LII of the Laws of North Carolina, 1715.] 

Section XIX. And whereas, at the promotion of the Reverend Doctor Thomas Bray, 
a Library hath been sent over to Bath-Town, for the use of the inhabitants of the 
Parish of St. Thomas, in Pamptico; and it is justly feared that the books belon^ins 
to the same will quickly be embezzled, damaged, or lost, except a law be provided 
for the more effectual preservation of the same : 

XX. Be it therefore enacted, hy the authority aforesaid, That the said Library shall 
be, continue, and remain in the hands, custody, and possession of a Library-keeper, 
to be elected, nominated, and appointed by the Commissioners hereafter by this Act 
appointed, or the major part of them; which said Library-keeper is, and shall be 
hereby bound and obliged, to keep and preserve the several and respective books 
therein, from waste, damage, imbezzlement, and all other destruction, (fire, and all 
other unavoidable accidents, only excepted,) and is and shall be hereby accountable 
for the same, and every book thereof, to the Commissioners hereafter nominated; 
and to that end and purpose, the said Library -keeper shall pa-ss two receipts for 
the Library aforesaid, one to the Commissioners hereafter named, and the other to 
the Churchwardens of the said Parish for the time being, in which receipts the title 
of each book shall be inserted : And in case all or any of the books is or shall be 
found to be wasted, damaged, or embezzled, or otherwise destroyed, (except as 
before excepted,) the said Library-keeper, his heirs, executors, and administrators, 
are and shall be hereby bound and obliged to answer double the value of the same : 
and tbe said Commissioners are hereby empowered to sue for the same, in any court 
of record in this Province, by bill, plaint, or information, or other action; wherein 
no essoign, protection, injunction, or wager of law, shall be allowed; and that 
what thereby shall be recovered, (reasonable charges and expences deducted,) to 
employ and dispose of towards the compleating and perfecting the aforesaid Library 
so wasted, endamaged, embezzled, or otherwise destroyed, within the space of 
twelve months after such recovery. 

XXI. And he it further enacted, hy the authority aforesaid, That in case of the death 
or removal of the said Library-keeper, th« Churchwardens of St. Thomas's Pariah 
shall immediately take into their custody, possession, and safe keeping, all the books 
belonging to the said Library, and shall be answerable for the same to the Com- 
missioners hereafter in this Act nominated. 

XXII. And he it further enacted, hy the authority aforesaid, That the Churchwardens 
of St. Thomas's Parish, in Pamptico, upon the receiving the books belonging to the 
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laid Library, shall compare the same with tlio catalogue and receipt for the same in 
their custody; and if any of the books are wanting or damaged, they shall give an 
account thereof, in twenty days at farthest, to the Commissioners hereafter men- 
tioned, who are im powered to sue the said Library-keeper, or in case of his death, 
liis executors or administrators, for the same: And in 'case the said Churchwardens 
refuse or neglect to give such account, then the said Churchwardens, their heirs, 
executors, or administrators, and every of them, are hereby made accountable to 
the Commissioners hereafter named for all the books belonging to the said Library, 
and contained in the catalogue thereof. 

XXIII. AnA he it fm-tlier enacted^ by the authority aforesaid^ That the said Commis- 
sioners, or any five of them, within twenty days alter such notice given, shall forth- 
with proceed to tlie electipn of another Library -keeper, to whose custody and safe 
keeping the said Library, and every book therein contained, shall be forthwith 
delivered by the said Churchwardens, by order of the said Commissioners; which 
said Library-keeper so elected, shall continue in the same office, unless removed by 
the said Commissioners, or the major part of them, (which they are, upon a just 
occasion, hereby irapowered to do,) or until the settlement of a minister in the said 
Parish ; which said minister or incumbent shall, ex officio, be Library-keeper, and 
shall be answerable for the same to the Commissioners aforesaid, in manner as is by 
this Act directed. 

XXIV. Provided always^ That the said Library shall not bo removed out of Bath- 
Town, other than to the incumbent's house ; and not thither, without liberty first 
had and obtained from the said Commissioners, or the major part of them. 

XXV. And he it further enacted, hy the authority aforesaid. That the inhabitants of 
Beaufort Precinct shall have Liberty to borrow any book out of th(S said Library, 
giving a receipt for the same to the Library -keeper for the time being, with a prom- 
ise to return the said book or books, if a folio, in four months time; if a quarto, in 
two months time ; if an octavo, or under, in one months time ; upon penalty of pay- 
ing three times the value of the said book or books so borrowed, in case of failure 
in returning the same; And the said Library -keeper is hereby obliged to enter such 
receipt in a book, to be fairly kept for that purpose, and upon the return of any 
book or books so lent, shall note it returned on the opposite side or column of the 
said book, and not cross or blot the same : and in case the person that borrows any 
book or books out of the said Library, doth refuse to return the same, or doth dam- 
nify the said book, upon complaint thereof given by the said Library -keeper, his 
executors or administrators, to two or more of the Commissioners, and by them, or 
any five of them, to the Chief Justice of the Province for the time being, or any 
two Justices of the Peace, it shall be lawful, and the said Chief Justice, or any two 
Justices, are hereby impowered and required, by warrant of distress, directed to 
any of the constables of the said Precinct, to levy three times the value of such 
book or books, on the goods and chattels of the person so refusing to deliver, or 
damnifying the same; and for want of such distress, to commit the person to prison, 
till satisfaction be made to the said Library-keeper. 

XXVI. And he it further enacted, hy the authority aforesaid, That the Commissioners 
hereafter named, shall make, or cause to bo made, several catalogues of all and sin- 
gular the books in the said Library, and the same being fairly written, and signed 
by the said Commissioners, or some five of them, one to be entered upon record in 
the Secretary's office of this Province, one to be in the custody and for the use of 
the Commissioners hereafter named, under which the Library-keeper shall sign a 
receipt for the respective books, one to bo in the custody of the Churchwardens of 
St. Thomas's Parish for the time being, under which the Library-keeper shall also 
sign a receipt for the respective books, and one to be fairly entered in a book for 
that purpose to be kept by the Library-keeper in the said Library; that so any 
person may know what booKs are contained therein. 

XXVII. And heitfurthe}' enacted, hy the authority aforesaid, That the Commissioners, 
or any five of them, hereafter named, after making one exact catalogue of all and 
singular the respective books in the said Library, shall, and are hereby directed, to 
appraise and rate each book, at a price certain in the current money of this Prov- 
ince; which appraisment shall be an established rule to determine the value of the 
said books, in case any suit is brought by the said Commissioners against any person 
who shall detain or damnify any of the said books, or against the Library-keeper, 
his executors or administrators. 

XXVIII. And he it further enacted, hy the authority aforesaid. That the Commission- 
ers hereafter named, or any five of them, shall, every year, on Easter Monday yearly, 
resort to the House w^here the said Library shall be kept, and there examine the 
books thereof by the catalogue, and see that there be the full number, and that they 
are not damaged or spoiled; and therefore the Library-keeper is hereby required, in 
lending any of the said books out of the said Library, notwithstanding the time 
usually allowed by this Act, to oblige the said person to return such books as they 
wrrow to the said Library -keeper ten days before the said Easter Monday, yearly, 
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tliiit so all and singular the books belonging to the Library aforesaid, may be exposed 
to the view of the said Commissioners, tbo better to enable them to judge if tliey be 
any ways damaged or spoiled, and give their order accordingly. 

XXIX. And he it further' enacted, hy the aHthority aforesaid, That the Honorable 
Charles Eden, Esq; present Governor, and the Governor or Commander in Chief for 
the time being, the members of the Council for tho time being, Christopher Gale, 
E8<i; Chief Justice, and the Chief Justice for the time being, Tobias Knight, Esq; 
Secretary, and Secretary for the time being. Col. Edward Moseley, Speaker of this 
present Assembly, and the Speaker for the time being, Daniel Kichardsou, Esq; 
Attorney-General, and the Attoraey-General for the time being, tho members of the 
Precinct Court for the time being, Capt. Frederick Jones, Mr. John Porter, Mr. Joel 
Martin, Caiit. John Drinkwater, Mr. John Clark, Mr. Patrick Maulo, Mr. Thomas 
Worseley, Mr. Lionel Reading, Mr. James Leigh, and Mr. Thomas Harding, or any 
five of them, are hereby nominated to be Commissioners and Trustees, for the due 
inspection and preservation of tho Library aforesaid, and all and singular the respec- 
tive books to the same belonging; and they, or any five of them, shall have power 
to commence or bring any suit or action given by this Act. 

XXX. And in case of the death or ab^nce of any of the Commissioners who arc 
by this Act particularly by name before appointed, then the surviving Commissioners, 
or any five of them, at their next meeting after such vacancy, are hereby fully author- 
ized and impowercdto make choice of another, in the place and stead of him or them 
who shall be dead or absented ; which said Commissioners so elected shall be invested 
with the same authority, as if he had been before in this Act particularly named and 
ajipointed. 

XXXI. And he it further enaciedy by the authority aforesaid, That tho Commissioners 
above named, or any five of them, after having examined the catalogue of books, 
and discovered what are wanting, shall summons such persons as have the said books 
in their custody, to deliver the same, within twenty days after such notice in writing 
left with the person, or at his usual place of abode ; and in case any person shall fail 
or refuse to deliver the said respective books to the said Commissioners, then tho 
said Commissioners, or any five of them, are hereby required, directed, and impow- 
crcd, to take such measure for the recovery of the same, or treble tho value thereof, 
as is before by this Act prescribed. 

XXXII. And he it further enacted, by the authority afoi'esaid, That all jTersons that 
have borrowed, or have in their custody, any of the books belonging to the Library 
aforesaid, shall, on or before tho next Easter Monday, return the same to the present 
Library keeper, under the penalty of tho forfeiture of treble tho value of each book 
not returned as aforesaid ; the better to enable the Commissionets before named to 
make a perfect catalogue of the books belonging to the said Library. 

AN ACT to proA-iile a saitable room for tho supreme court axid State library. 
[Laws of Nortli Carolina, session of 1885, chapter 121.] 

The general assembly of Xorth Carolina do enact: 

Section 1. That it shall be the duty of the governor and his council to cause tho 
west end of tho agricultural building to be so altered and added to as to make it 
available for a supreme court room and office for the supreme court clerk and attorney- 
general, and for tho librarian of tho supreme court and State library. 

Sec. 2. The governor and his council shall determine what alterations are to be 
made in the present building, and what additions shall be made thereto for tho pur- 
poses set out In the first section of this act. 

Sec. 3. That after the plans and specifications of the change and additions to be 
made are agreed upon by the governor and his council, a copy of them shall be given 
to tho architect of tho penitentiary, whose duty it shall be to erect the building and 
make the changes, utilizing therefor all the labor and material possible to bo pro- 
cured or manufactured at tlie penitentiary : Provided, That no plan shall be adopted, 
the completion of which shall exceed in cost the amount provided in this act. 

Sec. 4. In order to pay for such labor and material as can not be supplied by the 
penitentiary, tho sum of ton thousand dollars be and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated, to be paid upon the warrant of tho auditor, upon the application of tho archi- 
tect of tho penitentiary, approved bv the governor and his coan<^. 

Sec. 5. The work shall bo done by the penitentiary authorities, under tho general 
directions of the governor and his council. 

Sec. 6. As soon as said building is completed, tho supreme court shall be moved 
into the room set apart therefor, and the court shall be held therein. 

Sec. 7. The law library, the State library, the supreme court clerk, and the attorney- 
general shall each occupy the rooms set apart for thom in said building. 

Sec. 8. When the supreme court, its library and clerk, and the State library are 
moved out of the capitol, tho auditor shall occupy the rooms now occupied by the 
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supreme court and its clerk, and tbo secretary of state sliall have the room now 
oecnpied by the auditor, in addition to his present room. 

Skc. 9. The room now occupied by the State library shall be set apart for the 
ancient records of the State, and it shall be the duty of the governor and his council 
to have them removed thereto and properly classified and stored. 

Sec. 10. This act shall be in force from and after its ratification. 

In the general assembly read three times, and ratified this the 25th day of Febru- 
ary, A. D. 1885. 

AN ACT to antliorize the governor and council of State, in coii.innction witli Hip wartlen of tho State 

Senitentiary, to provide tor heating tho capitol, supreme court, and library buildings, and the Intro- 
action therein of a necessary water supply. 

[Laws of North Carolina, session of 1887. chapter 225.] 

Tlie general assembly of North Carolina do enact : 

Section 1. That the governor and council of State are hereby authorized and 
empowered, in conjunction with tho warden of the State penitentiary, to provide for 
the heating of the capitol, supreme court, and library buildings, and tho introduc- 
tion therein of a necessary water supply, including water-closets and laboratories, 
and shall within ninety days from the ratification of this act and after due advertise- 
ment contract with the lowest responsible bidder to heat said capitol, supreme court, 
and library buildiugs and supply the same with all necessary water conveniences, 
including water-closets and laboratories, on the best and most approved plan, said 
work to be completed on or before December, one thousand eight hundred and eighty- 
eight, and be paid for upon the warrant of the governor out of any moneys belonging 
to tho general fund in the treasury not otherwise appropriated: rrovided, That the 
said warden of the State penitentiary shall supervise said work ; and no money shall 
be i)aid out on the same, unless said warden shall certify in writing to tho governor 
that the work has been done in first-class workmanship) and of tho best materials. 

Sec. 2. That the governor and his council, with said warden of the State peni- 
tentiary shall employ competent person or persons to pre])are drawings and specifi- 
cations and details for said work, the same to be done under the supervision of the 
said warden, and to bo paid for as provided in section one of this act. 

Sec. 3. That for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act tho sum of 
sixteen tbousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of tho general fund in the treas- 
ury as hereinbefore mentioned : Vrovidedy That if a less sum shall bo found adequate, 
any surplus shall be covered back into the general fund: And provided further y That 
in no case shall the said work cost in tho aggregate moro than sixteen thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 4. That this act shall bo in force from and after its ratification. 

In tho general assembly read three times and ratified this tho 7th da}- of March, 
A. D. 1887. 

Chaptee 208. — AX ACT for tho better preservation of tho records in the clerks' oflSces of the senate 

and house of representatives and the libraries of the two houses. 

Tlie general assembly of North Carolina do enact: 

Section 1. That the State librarian bo and ho is hereby directed to have the 
clerks' offices of tho senate and house of representatives removed to the rooms now 
occupied by the superintendent of public instruction and the State library (when 
these offices arc removed to tho supreme court and library building) and jiroperly 
classified, arranged, and labelled. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the State librarian to procure two copies 
each of the laws and journals of the general assembly and arrange these books on 
tho shelves in chronological order for use of tho two houses of the general assembly, 
respectively. 

Sec. 3. That tho librarian is hereby constituted tho lawful custodian of the record 
rooms and libraries of tho two houses and shall keep the same locked, and for tho 
faithful performance of his duties as such shall receive as compensation the sum of 
two hundred and fifty dollars per annum. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its ratification. 

In the general assembly read three times and ratified this the 7th day of March, 
A. D. 1887. 

Chapter 358.— AN ACT directing the trustees of the public lihrary to secure and puhlish tlio manu- 
script of the late John A. Sloan concerning the North Carolina troops in the late war between tho 
States. 

Whereas, The late John A. Sloan during his lifetime collected and prepared for 
publication all facts and information then to be obtained which illustrate the part 
taken by North Carolina troops during the late war between the States, and died 
before publishing the same; 
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And whereas, Unless immediately printed there is great danger that the manu- 
scripts, papers, and documents collected and prepared hy the saiu John A, Sloan may 
ho lost or destroyed, and thus no record of the gallant actions and soldierly conduct 
of our troops will he preserved; 

The general assembly of North Carolina do enact: 

Section 1. That the trustees of the puhlic library are hereby authorized to 
examine said manuscript, and, if they shall deem it of sufficient importance and 
value, to procure and publish the same as prepared by the said John A. Sloan, as 
aforesaid, m a volume of such size and to such a number of copies as to them may 
seem best. 

Sec. 2. That after supplying the public libraries and the libraries of the university 
and colleges of the State with copies, the said trustees shall cause the remaining 
copies to bo sold, and to this end shall have power to employ an agent or agents whose 
compensation shall be a commission upon the proceeds of sales made by him or them. 

Sec. 3. That in case the library fund shall prove to be insufficient to meet the 
expenses of carrying out the provisions of this act, the auditor is directed to draw 
his warrant for such sum as the said trustees shall certify to him to comjdete the said 
work. 

Sec. 4. That all net proceeds arising from the sale of the said remaining copies 
shall be i)aid into the public treasury for the purpose, first of reimbursing the treasury 
for moneys paid out on the said warrant of the auditor, and second of reimbursing 
the said library fund. 

Sec. 5. That this act shall be in force from and after its ratification. 

In the general assembly read three times, and ratified this the 7th day of March, 
A. D. 1887. 

• 
AN ACT for the better protection of the books in the North Carolina State Jibrary. 

[Laws of North Carolina, session of 1889, chapter 65.] 

Whereas many rare and valuable books are now owned by the State and are kept 
in the State library; and whereas, by their open and exposed condition are liable to 
be stolen or greatly damaged by dust and insects ; therefore. 

The general assembhf of North Carolina do enact: 

Section 1. That the State librarian is hereby directed to have glass doors placed 
to all the cases in the State library containing the general or miscellaneous books of 
literature, for the better protection of such books. 

Sec. 2, That the sum of two hundred and fifty ($250) dollars is hereby appropri- 
ated to cover the cost of such books. 

Sec. 3. That this act shall be in force from and after its ratification. 

Ratified the 5th day of February, A. D. 1889. 

Chapter 535.— AN ACT relating to the laws, reports, etc., received by this State from other States 

and Territories by exchange. 

Whereas, There being no particular department of the State designated to receive 
and preserve a record of the receipts of the X)ubli8hed laws, reports, documents, etc., 
from other States and Territories received by exchange for like documents from this 
State, and for the purx)ose of having such record carefully kept and preserved; 
therefore. 

The general assembly of North Carolina do enact: 

Section 1. That the State librarian be, and he is hereby, directed to keep a record 
of all such receipts, to receipt for the same, and to distribute them to the different 
departments to which they belong immediately on receipt. 

Sec. 2. That all States and Territories exchanging such documents with this State 
are requested to forward all documents direct to the State librarian. 

Sec. 3. That this act shall be in force from and after its ratification. 

Ratified the 11th day of March, A. D. 1889. 

A RESOLUTION in reference to keeping open the State library at night. 

[Resolutions, p. 530.] 

Resolved by the house of representatives, the senate concurring. That the State l»^ra- 
rian is hereby directed and authorized to keep the State library open from 7 ©clock 
until 9 each afternoon: Provided, That the necessary expense of keeping said library 
open be voluntarily paid by the Board of Trade of the city of Raleigh. 

Ratified on the 11th day of March, A. D. 1889. 

A RESOLUTION of instruction to the State printer. 
[Resolutions, p. 534.] 

Resolved by the house of representatives j the senate concurring, That the State printer 
be, and is hereby, directed to do all necessary binding for the State library : Pro- 
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vided further, That tho State treasurer is directed to pay for all such binding for the 
State library from such funds as are now nsed to pay for similar work for the other 
departments of the State : Provided, The cost shall not exceed one hundred dollars. 
Ratified the 11th day of March, A. D. 1889. 

AN ACT in relation to tho enprcmc court library. 

[State laws of North Carolina, session of 1891, chapter 390.] 

The general assemhly of North Carolina do enact : 

Section 1. That section three thousand six hundred and thirty-five of the Code is 
amended by providing that ten volumes of the reports shall be distributed to the 
supreme court library instead of five volumes, as is now provided in line eighteen of 
said section. 

Sec. 2. That for the purpose of rebinding the volumes in the library and for other 
contingent expenses of the supreme court, there shall be annually appropriated one 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

Sec. 3. That this act shall be in force from and after its ratification. 

Ratified the 6th day of March, A. D. 1891. 

Chapter 471.— AN ACT to amend chapter fifty -two, sections three thousand six hundred and thirty- 
two and three thousand six hundred and thirtj'-flve of volume two of the Code, in reference to laws 
and supreme court reports of the State for tho State library. 

The general assembly of North Carolina do enact: 

Section 1. That section three thousand six hundred and thirty-two, chapter fifty- 
two of the Code, bo amended by striking out in line fourteen tho word **ten" and 
insert in lieu thereof the word **two:'' that section three thousand six hundred and 
thirty-five of the same chapter be amended by striking out in line eighteen tho word 
*'ten" and insert in lieu thereof the word "two." 

Sec. 2. That the State librarian is hereby directed to turn over to the secretary of 
state all of the said laws and reports in the library over and above this number, to 
be disposed of as such other documents are for the benefit of the State. 

Sec. 3. All laws in conflict with [this] act are hereby repealed, and this act shall 
be in force from and after its ratification. 

Ratified the 9th day of March, A. D. 1891. 

A RESOLUTION of instruction to tho State printer and binder. 

[Resolutions, p. C55.] 

Whereas under a recent decision of tho attorney-general (September 26, 1890) he 
decided that the annual appropriation for the increase of the State library was 
intended under the law for the purchase of books for the library, and not for tho 
purpose of binding and repairs of books for preservation in the State library: 
Therefore, 

Heaolved, That the State printer and binder, under the direction of the librarian 
and by authority of the trustees, be, and he is hereby, directed to have all the neces- 
sary printing and binding for the State library done under the present laws govern- 
ing the State printing, and the treasurer is directed to pay for the same in such man- 
ner as other work is paid for by the State : Provided, That not more than one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars ($150.00) shall be used during any one year for this purpose. 

Ratified the 3rd day of March, A. D. 1891. 

A RESOLUTION in reference to printing the history of North Carolina soldiers in late war. 
[Public Laws of North Carolina, session of 1893, resolutions, p. 498.] 

Whereas there is on file in the State library manuscript copies of the part taken 
by several regiments from this State in the late war for Southern independence, 
showing the bravo deeds and heroism displayed by tho North Carolina troops, and 
the same has never been published : Therefore*^ for the purpose of doing credit to the 
memory of our brave soldiers, it is therefore 

Resolved by the house of representatives, the senate concurring, That the State librarian, 
under the supervision of the board of trustees of the State library, is hereby directed 
to prepare these papers in proper shape and such others as may be secured, and have 
five hundred copies of the same printed. 

liesolved {M), That when the said manuscripts have been printed it shall be the duty 
of the State librarian to supply one copy to each member of the general assembly, 
one to each State library, and to such schools and colleges of this State as may be 
entitled to receive the publications of this State : Provided, That the cost incurred 
herein shall not exceed one hundred dollars. 

Ratified tho 6th day of March, A. D. 1893. 
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THE CODE OF KORTH CAROLINA, VOLUME II, 1883, CHAPTER FIFTY-OKE-PFBLIC 

LIBRARIES. 

[Section 3604. Libraxian biennially appointed by tLe trustee of public libraries ; Aalarv. 1870-71, 

c. 70, 8.1. 1883,0.216,8.1.] 

A librarian shall be biennially appointed by the trustees of the pnblic libraries, 
at a salary not exceeding seven hundred and fifty dollars a year, who shall give bond 
with security in such sum as the said trustees may determine, payable to the Stato 
of North Carolina, conditioned for the safe-keeping of the books and the faithful 
discharge of his duties, and ho shall hold his place until his successor shall be 
appointed and qualified. 

People V. McKee, 68-429: People r. Bledsoe, 68-427; People v. McGowan, 68-520. 

[Section 3C05. Hours of public librarj', libraries of senate and bouse of rcprescntativca. 1870-71, c. 

70,8.2. 1881, c. 352.] 

The library shall be kept open during such hours as the trustees may prescribe; 
and the librarian shall also keep the libraries of the senate and house of representa- 
tives locked, except during the session of the general assembly. 

[Section 3606. Justices of anpremo court appointed tbo trustees of the supreme court library; to 
appoint, remove, and fix compensation of librarian. 1883, c. 100, ss. 1, 2.] 

The justices of the supremo court and their respective successors in office are 
appointed trustees of the supreme court library, and all moneys appropriated for its 
increase shall be paid out nnder their direction and supervision. The justices afore- 
said shall have charge of the court library, and may, in their discretion, employ a 
librarian, who shall perform his duties under such rules and regulations and shall 
receive such compensation as may bo prescribed by such trustees, not exceeding the 
sum of three hundred dollars per annum. 

[Section 3607. Claims to be audited. 1883, c. 100, s. 3.] 

All claims for such service shall be audited and approved by the auditor, and the 
same shall be paid by the treasurer of the State upon the warrant of the auditor. 

[Section 3C08. Five hundred dollars yearly appropriated for increase of public library. R. C, c. 92, 

8. 1. 1840, c. 46.] 

The sum of five hundred dollars is annually appropriated for the increase of the 
public library. 

[Section 3609. Trustees of public library authorized to publish records, Ac., belonging to the State, 
and bearing date prior to the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty -one, proviso ; printing 
and binding to be done by public printer and binder at rates fixed by law ; how paid. 1881, c. 88, s. I.J 

The trustees of the public library are hereby authorized to publish such number 
of volumes of suitable size of the records, papers, documents, and manuscripts, as 
they may deem proper, bearing date prior to the year one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-one, belonging to the Stato of North Carolina: Provided^ That the print- 
ing and binding shall be done by the public printer and binder at the rates fixed by- 
law, and paid for out of the funds appropriated in the preceding section for the 
increase of the public libraries of the State. 

[Section 3010. Colonial records missing from archives of State to be procured and publish^. 1883, 

pub. res., p. 619.] 

The trustees of the public libraries are authorized and directed to procure such of 
the colonial records of this Stato as may be missing from the archives of the State, 
and to publish them with the records heretofore authorized to be published. And 
in case the library fund shall prove to be insufficient to meet the expenses incurred 
in carrying out this resolution, the auditor is directed to draw his warrant for such 
sums as the trustees aforesaid shall certify to him to bo needed to complete said 
work. 

[Section 3011. Trustees authorized to sell volumes printed under the preceding section. 1881, c. 88, s. 2.] 

The said trustees shall have authority to sell, on such terms as they may deem 
proper, any volume printed under the preceding section that may not be reserved 
for the use of the said public libraries. 

[Section 3612. Governor, superintendent of public instruction, and secretary of state made tmstees 
for public libraries. State papers, etc. ; two may constitute a quorum. 1871-72, c. 169, s. 3.] 

The governor, superintendent of public instruction, and secretary of state, and 
their respective successors in office, are appointed trustees of the public libraries, 
documents, and all books, papers, and manuscripts belonging to the State of North 
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Carolina; and under their direction all moneys appropriated sliall be expended, 
whether to the increase of the library or other purposes, except the salary of the 
librarian. And the board of trustees shall make rules and regulations by which 
the librarian shall be governed for the protection and preservation of the books and 
library. 

[Section 3613. License tax to be applied to library of enprome court. Re«. 1872-73.] 

The clerk of the supreme couTt, under the direction of the justices of said court, is 
authorized, empowered, and directed to expend annually the amount paid in byj 
applicants for license to practice law, who are examined by the court, in the purchase 
of such law books as may bo necessary to keep the supreme court library well 
appointed, and no other appropriation shall bo allowed for that puri^osc. 

• 

[Section 3614. Governor to designate documents to be preserved and bound ; what books to be bound 

and labeled. R. C, c. 92, a. 4. 1840, c. 46, a. G. 1842, c. 68, a. 3.] 

The governor shall designate such portions of the documents. Journals, and acts of 
the Congress of the United States as he may deem proper to be preserved in the 
library; may designate which of them are to be bound, of such pamphlets, acts, aud^ 
journals of the general assembly, works of periodical literature, laws of other States' 
and documents of the general aissembly that may be added to tho library; and the; 
librarian shall have them bound. And all the books belonging to the library, or, 
which may be added thereto, shall be labeled in gilt letters with tho words ** State 
Librar}' ;" and the governor may draw upon the treasurer for such sums as may be 
necessary to defray the expenses thereof. 

[Section 3615. Penalty for injuring books. R. C, c. 92, s. 5. 1842, c. G8, s. 1.] 

Any person who shall damage, deface, or mutilate any book which ho may l»e 
allowed to withdraw from the library, or who shall return any book so damaged,* 
defaced, or mutilated while in his possession, shall forfeit and pay the full amount 
of tho damage, which amount shall be determined by tho librarian, but in no case 
to exceed double the value of the book; and the fines and forfeitures accruing under 
this section shall be sued for and recovered by the librarian in the name of the State, 
before any justice of the peace; and the fines and forfeitures recovered shall be 
added to the fund for the increase of the library. 

[Section 3616. State librarian to be librarian of the aenate and houao of repreacntativea. 1858-59, 

€. 41, a. 1.] 

The State librarian shall be the librarian of the senate and house of representa- 
tives, and he shall collect and arrange in the archives of the senate and houso of 
representatives all the records and papers belonging thereto, wherever they may be 
found. He shall also collect and have bound, or otherwise suitably preserved for 
tho library of tho senate and house of representatives, such acts of our general 
assembly, reports, and documents to the number of three copies each, at least, 
together with such reports and documents as are or may hereafter be printed by tho 
several internal improvement companies, and other companies or associations within 
the State; and also such reports, documents, and papers as have been x)rinted by the 
Federal (rovernment and the States and Territories of the Union, as may be proper 
to place therein, and which have not been obtained, under the act of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, establishing a library of documents." 

[Section 3617. Eecorda, documents, &e., whore to be kept. 1858-59, c. 41, s. 2.] 

For tho better preservation of the records, documents, and other papers by this 
chapter authorized to bo collected, tho State librarian shall cause to be erected in 
tho offices of the clerk of the senate and the house of representatives and iii the 
ante and committee rooms adjoining the chambers of the senate and house of 
representatives, such cases and shelves as will protect the same, and procure such 
furniture therefor as is necessary for the accommodation of 2>Grsons using said 
libraries. 

[Section 3618. Librarian to furnish library with documents, &c. 1858-59, c. 41, 8.3.] 

The State librarian is hereby directed to furnish the libraries of the senate and 
houso of representatives and of tho university with such documents, reports, and 
other publications as are required by this chapter to bo collected for the use thereof, 
and which may be in the State library or in the libraries of any of the departments: 
Provided the same can bo done without diminishing tho number necessary, in his 
opinion, or the opinion of the heads of the departments from which the same 
are taken, to be kept in each respectively ; and the documents now required to be 
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fiirniebed to tlio libraries of the senate and lioqse of representatives shall be arranged 
and bound under the direction of the librarian thereof. 

[Section 3619. Secretary of state to furuisb copies of future sapreme court reports and acts of 
assembly to colleges, &c., Laving libraries of not loss than iivo thousand volumes. 1881, c. 277.] 



The secretary of state, upon application made by the president of the university, 
or of any chartered institution of learning in the Stjito which has a library or 
!;■ libraries of not less than five thousand volumes, shall furnish each of said institu- 

p: tions, to be kept in the college library, a copy of all future supreme court reports 

r. and acts of the general assembly, and journals of both houses, whenever the same 

I' shall bo ready for distribution. 

NORTH DAKOTA. 

Articlk XXIV. — Educational library. 

Skc. 252. (S. 1. c. 32, 1891. Appropriation, how paid.) There is hereby appropri- 
ated, out of any funds in the State treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
three hundred (300) dollars annually, to bo paid by warrant of the State auditor 
on the State treasurer upon the presentation of an itemized bill in duo form by the 
State superintendent, for the purchase of reference and pedagogical books for a State 
educational library in the office of the superintendent of public instruction. 

AuTiCLE XXVIII. — Law library for university. 

Sec. 273. (S. 1. c. 179, 1890. Secretary of state to deliver certain books.) The 
secretary of state shall deliver to the University of North Dakota lifty copies of each 
volume of the general and special laws of the State, the reports of the decisions of 
the supreme court hereafter published, for use in the way of exchanges and other- 
wise, in the establishment and maintenance of a law library for the law department 
of said university. 

Sec. 274. (S. 2, c. 179, 1890. Extra copies of the supreme court reports, etc.) The 
secretary of state is hereby authorized and directed to procure for the purpose afore- 
said, from the publishers of the supreme court reports, fifty copies of each volume 
thereof hereafter published, in addition to the number authorized for other purposes, 
to bo paid for at the same price and in the same manner as such reports are delivered 
to the secretary for other purposes. 

Sec. 275. (S. 3, o. 179, 1890. Secretary to furnish certain laws, reports, etc., heretofore 
published.) The secretary of state is hereby authorized and directed to deliver to the 
University of North Dakota, for the purpose aforesaid, five copies of each volume of 
thegeneralandspeciallawsandsupremecourt reports heretofore published, if he shall 
have in his possession so many copies not required by law to be disposed of for other 
specific purposes, or so many of each of said volumes, not exceeding five, as he shall 
have in his possession, not so required by law for other specific purpose; and if he 
shall not have in his possession, subject to delivery to the university under the pro- 
visions aforesaid, five copies of each volume of said reports, of which additional 
copies may now be obtained from the publishers by the State under existing con- 
tracts, at the price now paid by the State for such reports, he is authorized and 
directed to procure from the publishers, to be i>aid for at the price and in the manner 
aforesaid, and deliver to the university enough additional copies of every such vol- 
ume to make the number of five. 

Article VI. — District school board library. 

Sec. 74. (S. 14, c. 56, 1891.) It shall have power to purchase and keep for the use 
of the inhabitants of the school district a circulating library of the value of not 
more than fifty (50) dollars, to be selected by the school board from any list of books 
approved by the State superintendent and furnished to the county superintendents 
for that purpose, and it shall not purchase any books not contained in such list. 
With the consent of a majority of the voters of the school district at a meeting duly 
called for that purpose, due notice of which has been given as provided by law for 
other meetings of the voters of a school district, tho district school board may pur- 
chase and select a library of tho value of more than fifty (50) dollars but not to 
exceed five hundred (500) dollars in value. It shall have the care and custody of 
the library, and may appoint jis librarian any person suited thereto, including one 
of their number. It shall make rules to govern the circulation and care of the books 
while in the hands of the pupil or other person, and shall prescribe and collect penal- 
ties for the injury done any book by the act, negligence, or permission of the person 
who draws the same or while in his possession. No book shall bo loaned for a longer 
period than two weeks at any time to any one person, and never to any person not a 
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resident of the district. The library shall bo open at least once cacli week for the 
accommodation of its patrons. It shall; under proper rules, permit teachers to tako 
books from the library to their schools for use in illustrating any subject, and for 
instruction. It may at any time exchange any part or all of its library -with any 
district or person, so far as different books may bo so obtained for equal values of 
the books exchanged, and may at any time accept donations of boolts for the library^ 
but it shall exclude therefrom all books unsuited to the cultivation of good char- 
acter and good morals and manners, and no sectarian publications, devoted to dis- 
cussions of sectarian differences and creeds, shall be admitted to the library. 

OHIO. 

LIBRARY LEGISLATION. 

Section 3995. (a) In any district the board of education may appropriate money 
from the contingent fund'for the purchase of such books, other than school books, as 
it may deem suitable for the use and improvement of the scholars and teachers of the 
district and in the purchase of philosophical or other apparatus for the demonstra- 
tion of such branches of education as may be taught in the schools of the district,, 
or for either of such purposes; but not more than one-half of the amount herein 
authorized to be appropriated shall be expended in the purchase of such apparatus; 
(6) such appropriations shall not exceed, in any one year, twelve hundred dollars in 
city districts containing cities of the first grade of the first class, three hundred dol- 
lars in other city districts of the first class, one hundred and fifty dollars in city 
districts of the second class, and seventy-five dollars in other districts; and the 
books so purchased shall constitute a school library, the control and management of 
which shall be vested in the board of education. The board of education of any 
city of the second class, fourth grade, having a free public library organized, in pur- 
suance of law, may allow such free public library association the use and control of 
the public school library, subject, however, to such rules, regulations, and restric- 
tions as said board of education may prescribe for the use and control thereof. [72 
v.,29, K^l; 78 v., 110.] 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the general assemhhj of the Slate of Ohio, That the board 
of education (c) of city, village, township, and special school districts in the State 
be, and are hereby, authorized to purchase for each school in either of said districts 
one copy of *^ Howe's Historical Collections of Ohio," to be used as a reference book 
in the study of the history of the State : Provided, That said book shall be in quality, 
style, binding, and finish equal to the present published edition of said work, bound 
in half Russian leather, and shall cost not to exceed three dollars per volume for each 
set of the three volumes; Provided further. That the price of tho books and cost of 
transportation shall be paid out of the contingent fund of such district. 

Sec. 2. Said books during the vacation of schools, or when the schools are not in 
session, shall be taken care of in the same manner that maps, globes, dictionaries, 
and other school apparatus are oared for and i)reserved. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 
[Passed April 8, 1892 (cf).] 

Sec. 3996. For the purpose of increasing and maintaining the school library of 
city districts the board of education may levy annually a tax of one-tenth of one 
mill on the dollar valuation of the taxable property thereof, to be assessed, collected, 
and paid in the same manner as are other school taxes of such districts. [64 v., 62, $ 1.] 

Sec. 3997. The amount of such tax, when collected, shall be expended, under tho 
direction of the board, for tho purchase of such books as are suitable for public 
school libraries, the bills for which, with the attendant expenses, shall be certified by 
the president and clerk and paid by the treasurer of the school funds, [64 v., 62, $ 2.] 

Sec. 3998. The board may appoint a librarian, fix his compensation, and make all 
needful rules and regulations for the management of the library, to which every 
family resident in such city districts shall have access. [64 v., 62, $ 3.] 



Sec. 3995 (a). For the establisliment of a public library by township trustees, see Eevised Statutes, 
sections 1476-1478. For powers of city and village councils, see section 1692, Ilevised Statutes. 

b. The question sometimes arises as to what is apparatus. It is not customary to regard maps and 
charts as such. These, like clocks, desks, blackboards and blackboard furniture, would be classed 
among the essentials for furnishing a school, and they may probably be purchased under section 3987, 
as provisions necessary for tho convenience and prosperity of the schools. 

c. Boards of education may purchase ''school or reading charts" for use in schools of their respec- 
tive districts, and are not hmited to the amount authorized to be expended by the provisions of section 
3995, Revised Statutes. 2 O. Circuit Reports, 363. 

d. Under the statute providing for instruction as to the nature of alcoholic drinks and narcotics, 
and their effects on the human system, in connection with the subject of physiology and hygiene, in 
all grades of the schools, and which makes it the duties of boards of education to make provision for. 

,Bncn instruction, it seems a reasonable construction of the pct thnt such boards are authorized to pur* 
ehase such anatomical studies and charts as they may deem it necessary to give this instruction suc- 
QeasfuUy without regard to limitations as to tho amount to bo expended, set forth in this section 3995. 

ED 96 19* 
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Sec. 3999. In cities not having less than twenty thousand inhabitants, the board 
of education having custody of any public library therein may at any regular 
meeting adopt a resolntion providing for a board of managers of sneh library, and 
shall llierenpon elect, by ballot, two persons to servo as members of such hoard for 
a term of threo years, two ])erson8 to serve for a term of one year ; and annually therer- 
after two persons shall be elected to servo for a term of tliree years; all vacancies 
in such board shall bo iillod by the board of education by ballot, and a person so 
elected shall serve during the unexpired term of his predec^essor ; the president of 
the board of education shall be a member of the board of managers ex officio; and 
the board of managers shall at all times be amenable to and under the control of the 
board of education, as to tenure of office and authority, and shall serve without 
compensation. [64 v., 100, $ 1.] 

Sicc. 4000. The i)ublic library board of the city of Cleveland shall consist of seven 
suitable persons, residents of said city, no one being a member or ollicer of the hoard 
of education. The members of the library board shall serve without compensation, 
and hold their offices for threo years, and until their successors shall have lieen 
elected and qualified, except that at the first election two of the hoard shall be 
elected for one year, two ibr two years, and three for three years. After said first 
election so many shall be elected each year as equals the number whose term expires 
that year. They shall be elected by roll call, as in other cases, by the board of edu- 
cation of the city of Cleveland at its first regular meetin<|j after the third Monday of 
April, 1886, and annually thereafter as hereinbefore provided. The board of educa- 
tion shall have power at any time to fill vacancies in the library board for unexpired 
terms bj'^ election as aforesaid. [75 v., 101, $ 7; 80 v., 172; 83 v. ; 104.] 

fSEC. 4001. Such library board shall report in writing to the board of education 
once each year, and oftener if required uy the latter, shall have exclusive charge 
and control of the public library of the city, and shall have full power to make all 
rules and regulations for the government and management thereof; to employ a 
librarian and such assistants and helps as may be needed for the care and protection 
of the library, and to attend to the drawing and return of books; but prior to such 
employment the compensation of such librarian, assistants, and help, shall be fixed 
by the library board, by a majority of the members thereof voting in favor of sacli 
compensation on roll call by the secretary, and such librarian, assistants, and helj) 
shall be employed by a vote in the same manner. [76 v., 50, $ 2 ; 78 v., 132; 80 v., 172,] 

Sec. 4002. For the purpose of increasing and maintaining the public library in 
said city, and the territory thereto attached for school purposes, such lihrary board ' 
may levy annually a tax of two and one-half tenths of one mill on each dollar valua- 
tion of the taxable property of the city and the territory thereto attached for school 
pur])oses, to be levied, collected, and i)aid in the same manner as are the school taxes 
of the city; all moneys appropriated, received, or collected by tax for the library 
shall bo expended under tho direction of the library board in purchasing such books^ 
pamphlets, papers, magazines, periodicals, journals, and other property as may be 
deemed suitable for tho public library, and in payment of all other charges and 
expenses, including compensation to the librarian, assistants and help that may be 
incurred in increasing and maintaining the library ; and the pay rolls and all war- 
rants upon the treasurer given to pay such expenditures, upon the order of the 
library hoard, be certified by the president and secretary of such board, and paid by 
tho treasurer of the city from such library fund. [76 v., 50, $ 3; 80 v., 103.] 

Sec. 4003. In all cities, which at the last Federal census had, or at any subsequent 
Federal census may have, a population of ten thousand five hundred and ninety -two, 
it shall bo lawfal to merge any public library therein heretofore established with 
any other library or reading room therein existing; but the library formed by such 
consolidation shall bo kept open for tho use of the i)ublic at all reasonable hours. 
[75 v., 541, $ 1; 76 v., 27, $ 1.] 

Sec. 4004, Tho board of education of every such city shall, at its first regular 
meeting after the second Monday in June, 1879, elect by ballot three suitable persons, 
residents of the city, but other than members of such hoard, who shall be known as 
the library committee of the city, one to serve for one year, ono for two years, and 
one for threo, and until their successors are duly elected and qualified, and shall, 
annually thereafter, elect in like manner one person with tho same qualifications, to 
serve for threo years, and until his successor is elected and qualified, and any vacancy 
in such committee shall be filled for the unexpired term at its first regular meeting . 

of tho board held after the same occurs. [75 v., 541, $ 2; 76 v., 97, $ 2.] m 

Sec. 4005. Such committee shall report in writing to the board of education at 
least once each year, and oltener if required by tho board, and shall have entire 
charge and control of tho school library in the city, with full power to make all 
rules and regulations for tho government and regulation thereof, to employ a libra- 
rian, and such assistants and help as may be needed for its care and protection, and to 
require of the librarian such bond as thoy may deem proper for the faithful perform- 
ance of his duties, and to attend to the drawing and return of books; but the salary 
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of sncli librarian, and tlio rate of compensation of Buch assistants and help, shall be 
fixed by resolution prior to such employment. [76 v., 97, $ 3.] 

Sec. 4006. For the purpose of increasinjic and maintaining school libraries in cities 
mentioned in section forty hundred and three of the Revised Statutes of Ohio, and 
the territory thereto attached for school purposes, such library committee in such 
eases is authorized to annually levy a tax of two-tenths of one mill on the dollar 
valuation of the taxable property of such cities aforesaid, and the territory thereto 
attached for school purposes, to bo assessed, collected, and paid in the same manner 
as are the school taxes of such cities ; and all money appropriated or collected by 
tax for such library shall bo expended under the direction of said library committee 
in the purchase of such books, pamphlets, papers, magazines, periodicals, and jour- 
nals as may be deemed suitable for the public school library, and in payment of all 
other costs and charges, including the salaries of the librarian and assistants, that 
may be incurred in maintaining such libraries, the bills and pay rolls for which said 
expenditures shall, upon the order of the library committee, be certified by the 
chairman and secretary of such committee, and paid by the treasurer of the board of 
education of said city from such library fund. [55 v., 541, $ 2; 76 v., 97, M; 78 v., 
176.] [Ohio school laws, 1893.] 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

DISTRICT SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 

269. That whenever, by subscription or otherwise, a collection of books, or funds 
to purchase the same, shall have been obtained to form a public library in and for 
any common school district in this Commonwealth, it shall be the duty of the board 
of directors thereof, for the time being, to select the most suitable schoolhouso 
therein in which said library shall be placed, preferrinc, if otherwise expedient, the 
schoolhouse in which the district institute is held, and to provide out of the school 
funds of the district a suitable case or cases for said library, and for such additional 
books as may annually bo added thereto. 

270. That it shall be the duty of the said directors to receive into the district 
treasury all moneys contributed or otherwise obtained for the purchase or increase 
of the district library, and to select and purchase the books therefor, or to appoint 
a committee of the board or of not less than three citizens of the district, to make 
such selection and purchase, and also from time to time thereafter to make addi- 
tional selections and purchases in the same manner, but that no books shall be 
donated or placed in said library without the approbation and consent of the select- 
ing committee, nor shall the proper board of directors appropriate any of the school 
funds of tho district to the purchase of books for the library, except such works of 
a strictly i>rofessional character, as shall be necessary and proper for the study and 
improvement of the teachers of the proper district ; and all moneys received by said 
board for library purposes shall be annually accounted for at the settlement of its 
accounts, in the same manner as common school funds are now by law accounted for. 

271. That the legal possession and ownership of the books, cases, and other append- 
ages of the district library shall be and remain in the proper board of directors 
and their successors in office as trustees for the district, and that the felonions tak- 
ing and carrying away thereof, or of any part thereof, or of any book, article of 
apparatus or furniture, from or belonging to any common schoolhouse, shall and is 
hereby declared to be larceny, and the breaking into a common schoolhouse at night 
with intent to commit larceny, as herein set forth, or any felony, shall and is hereby 
declared to be burglary, and that any larceny or burglary so committed shall be 
punished as in other cases under existing statutes. 

272. That any person over twelve years of age, and resident in the proper district, 
whether contributor or not to the library, shall be entitled, without charge, to the 
use of the books thereof, according to the rules and regulations thereof; but that no 
book shall be issued to any minor without the order of his or her parent, guardian or 
master, who shall thereupon become liable to all the penalties for the abuse, loss, or 
undue detainment of any book by said minor ; and all entries of the issue of books 
duly made in the library list by the librarian at the time of such issue shall bo 
prima facia evidence thereof in a suit for any penalty, or for tho value of any book. 

273. That the proper board of directors, and their successors in office, shall make, 
and from time to time as shall be proper, alter and amend the necessary rules and 
regulations for the care, issue, use, and return of the books of the district library, 
and ordain such penalties for the abuse, loss, or undue detainment thereof as to 
them shall seem just and proper, which penalties shall be recoverable as debts of 
like amount are now by law recoverable; and such penalties shall either be payable 
to the librarian in compensation of his services, or into the library fund, as the 
iwoper board of directors shall determine. 

274. That the secretary of tho proper board of directors, or such other member as 
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tlio board may select^ shall be the general librarian of the district library; and that 
the principal teacher of the school held in the house in which the library is kept 
shall be the assistant librarian while in charge of said school, and while so in charge 
such assistant librarian shall have the charge of the library, so fnr as relates to the 
care, issue, and return of the books, and the keeping of the list thereof; bnt that 
neither the librarian as secretary, nor the assistant as teacher, on going out of office ^ ' 
shall receive his final instalment of salary till ho shall first have accuunted for all 
the books belonging to the library to the satisfaction of the proper board. 

275. That when the pupils or other persons connected with the common school 
shall have procured books or funds for the purchase of books for a school library 
therefor, it shall be the duty of the directors of the proper district to provide out 
of the school funds of the district a suitable case therefor, and also for such addi- 
tions as may subsequently from time to time be made thereto ; and the selection and 
purchase of the books for such school library, and of all additions thereto, shall be 
made by a committee composed of the teacher of the school for the time being and 
of not less than two parents of pupils attending such school, to be chosen by all 
the attending pupils; but that no books shall be donated to or placed in said library 
without the approval of the proper selecting committee, and that it shall not be 
lawful for the board of directors to appropriate any of the funds of the district 
to the purchase of books for said school library. 

276. That all the pupils of the proper school, and no other, shall be entitled to the 
use of the books of said library at their homes, subject to such rules relating to 
the care, use, and return thereof as the aforesaid commitree for the selection and 
purchase thereof shall from time to time establish ; and that one of the pupils of 
said school, to be selected by the other pupils, with the consent of the selecting 
committee aforesaid, shall be the librarian oi the school library. 

277. That the legal possession and ownership of the school library shall be in the 
proper board of directors; the felonious taking thereof shall be larceny, the issue 
list thereof shall be prima facie evidence of delivery, and the penalties for the abuse, 
loss, or detention of books shall be recoverable as hereinbefore provided in the case 
of district libraries. 

278. That it shall be lawful for common school directors of any district to receive, 
hold, and use any devise, bequest, gift, grant, or endowment of property, whether 
real or personal, which may be made to them for the establishment, increase, or sup- 
port, either of a district or of a school library in existence or to be established under .1 
the provisions of this act, and the same to apply to the establishment, increase, and 
efficiency thereof, subject, however, to any terms, conditions, or restrictions attached 

to such devise, bequest, gift, grant, or endowment, and not inconsistent with the 
l)urpo8es of this act; and the said directors aud their successors in office shall have 
authority to bring suit and to do all other things necessary for the recovery, use, 
and application of the same to the purposes aforesaid. [Pennsylvania school laws, 
1894.] 

RHODE ISLAND. 

Chapter 34, section 6. The electors of the city of Providence, at the annual elec- 
tion for members of the city council, may, by a majority vote of such electors voting, 
and the electors in every other town qualified to vote upon any proposition to impose 
a tax, or for the expenditure of money in such town, may, by a majority vote of 
such electors voting at the annual meeting for the election of town officers or mem- 
bers of the city council therein, appropriate a sum not exceeding twenty-five cents 
on each one hundred dollars of the ratable property of such town in the next year 
preceding such appropriation, for the foundation therein of a free public library, 
with or without branches, for all the inhabitants thereof, and to provide suitable 
rooms for such library, which shall be used under such regulations as may from time 
to time be prescribed by the town council of such town or city council of such city. 

Skc. 7. Any town having established a free public library therein, in manner as 
aforesaid, may annually, by the majority vote of the electors thereof, qualified as 
aforesaid, and voting on the proposition, appropriate a sum not exceeding twenty 
cents on each one thousand dollars of its ratable property, in the next year preced- 
ing such appropriation, for the mainteuance and increase of such library therein, 
and may take, receive, hold, and manage any devise, bequest, or donation for the 
establishment, increase, or maintenance of a public library therein, to be under such 
regulations for its government, when they are not prescribed by its donor, as may 
from time to time be prescribed by the town council of such town or the city council 
of such city : Providedj That the town of Pawtucket may appropriate a sum not 
exceeding thirty cents on each one thousand dollars of its ratable property. 

Chapter 47, section 6. The board of education may cause to be paid annually 
to and for the use of each free public library established and maintained in the State, 
and to be expended in the purchase of books therefor, a sum not exceeding fifty 
dollars for the first five hundred volumes included in such library^ and twenty-fi.ve 
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dollars for every additional five Iiundred volumes tliereiu : Providedj That the annual 
payment for the benefit of any one such library shall not exceed the sum of live 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 7. The board of education shall from time to time establish rules prescribing 
the character of the books which shall constitute such a library as will be entitled 
to the benefits conferred by the preceding section, regulating the management of 
such library so as to secure the free use of the same to the people of the town and 
neighborhood in which it shall be established, and directing the mode in which the 
sums paid in pursuance of this chapter shall be expended. No library shall receive any 
benefit nnder the foregoing provisions, unless such rules shall have been complied 
with by those in charge thereof, nor until they shall have furnished to said board 
satisfactory evidence of the number and character of the books contained in said 
library. 

Sec. 8. Every payment herein authorized shall bo made by the general treasurer 
upon the order of the commissioner of public schools, approved by the board of 
education, and payable to the librarian or other person having charge of such library 
or of the funds applied to its support designated by said board. 

Chapter 242, section 45. Every person who wilfully and maliciously or wantonly 
and without cause writes upon, injures, defaces, tears, or destroys any book, pamphlet, 
plate, x)icture, engraving, or statue, or other property belonging to any law, town, 
city, or other free public library, or suffers any such injury to bo inflicted while said 
property is in his custody, shall be fined not less than one dollar nor more than ten 
dollars, the samo to be for the use of the library. 

Sec. 46. Every person who shall take or borrow from any law, town, city, or other 
free or public library any book, pamphlet, paper, or other i)roperty of said library, 
and who upon neglect to return the samo within the time required Jind specified in 
the by-laws, rules, or regulations of the library owning the property, has been noti- 
fied by the librarian or other proper custodian of the property that the same is over- 
due, shall upon further neglect to return the same within two weeks from date of 
such notice be considered to have unlawfully converted the property of the library 
to his own use. A written or printed notice, given personally or sent by mail to the 
last known or registered place of residence, shall be considered a sufficient notice. 

Chapter 395, Section 1. Every town not owning a free public library may at tho 
annual town meeting appropriate a sum not exceeding twenty cents on each one 
thousand dollars of its ratable property in the year next preceding such appropria- 
tion for the maintenance and increase of any free i)ublic library therein. 

Chapter 1068, Section 1. In case any library, or funds for the establishment 
thereof, may bo offered to any city or town on the condition that said library shall 
be maintained as a free public library, the city council of any city, or town council 
of any town, is hereby authorized to accept such gift in behalf of the city or town. 

Sec. 2. Whenever any city or town shall establish a free public library, or shall 
become possessed, as above provided, of any such library, the aforesaid city council 
or town council, as the case may be, shall proceed to elect a board of trustees, to 
consist of not less than three members nor more than seven. As soon a-s possible 
after the election of the first board the members thereof shall meet and be divided by 
lot into three groups or classes, tho terms of office of one group expiring in one year 
from the date of their election, those of another group in two years, and those of the 
remaining group in three years. With tho expiration of the term of office of any 
member the vacancy shall bo' filled by tho city council or town council, as the case 
may be, for tho term of three years. Vacancies occurring by resignation, removal, 
death, or otherwise shall be filled as above for the unexpired' term thereof. 

Sec. 3. The aforesaid trustees shall take possession of said libraries, and shall 
thereafter be the legal guardians and custodians of the samo. They shall provide 
suitable rooms for the library, arrange for the proper care of the same, choose one 
or more competent persons as librarians, and fix their compensation, and make all 
needful rules and regulations for the government of the library and the use of the 
books, provided that no fee for the use of tho books shall ever'be exacted. 

Sec. 4. Each city or town acting under this chapter shall annually appropriate for 
the support of tho public library an amount at least as much as that which the 
library shall receive from the State. All appropriations from the city or town and 
State, and the income of all funds belonging to the library, shall be subject to the 
exclusive control of the trustees, and the several city and town treasurers shall pay, 
within the limits of the appropriations and other library funds in their hands, all 
bills certified by the said trustees. 

Sec. 5. In case of any bequest, legacy, or gift to or in favor of a public library, the 
trustees thereof are hereby authorized and empowered to accept tho same in behalf 
of and for tho use of the library, and their receipt shall be a full and sufficient dis- 
charge and release to any executor, administrator, or other person authorized to 
make the payment thereof. 

Sec. 6. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
[Public Statutes of Rhode Island, 1882-83.] 
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UTAH. 

TERItlTORlAI. LIBRARY. 
AN ACT providing for and regulaiing the Utah Territorial library. 

Chapter 67. Sectiox 1. Be it enacted hy the (jovernor and legislative assembly of the 
Territory of Utah, Tliat tlio books, painplilcts, maps, charts, globes, papers, appa- 
ratus, and valuable specimens belonging to the Territory now in the Territorial 
library, or which shall hereafter bo added thereto, shall constitute the Utah Terri- 
toriariibrary. 

Sec. 2. That the governor, secretary, chief justice, and associate justices of tho 
supreme court of the Territory shall constitute the board of control of the Terri- 
torial library. 

Sec. 3. The board of control may, in their discretion, classify tho books and arti- 
cles named in section 1 of this act, and deliver to and place in the library of tho 
University of Deseret such books and articles belonging to and composing the Ter- 
ritorial library as they may consider more useful to the university library than to tho 
Territorial library, and any books or articles so delivered to the university library 
shall thereupon become and thereafter remain a portion of the university library. 

Sec. 4. Tho public shall have access to tho library, and the board of control may- 
make such rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, as 
they may deem proper, for the use of the library by the public and tho officers herein 
named, and may prescribe penalties for any violation thereof, which shall be col- 
lected in the same manner as forfeitures for tho nonreturn or injury of any book. 

Sec. 5. Books may be taken from the Utah Territorial library by members of the 
legislature and its officers, and at any time by the officers of the executive depart- 
ment of tho Territory, justices of the supreme court, the marshal and attorney for 
the Territory, but no other person shall bo permitted to take or detain any book 
from tho library. 

Sec. 6. The governor, by and with tho advice and consent of tho legislative coun- 
cil, shall appoint a Territorial librarian, who shall cause to be kept a register of all 
books issued and returned, showing to whom they are issued, by whom they are 
returned, and the time they are so issued and returned ; and no book except the laws, 
journals, and reports of the Territory, which may be taken from the library, shall 
be detained more than ten days, except when taken for the use of officers and mem- 
bers of the legislature while it is in session, and all books t^kcn out by officers or 
members of the legislature shall bo returned at the close of the session. 

Skc. 7. If any person injure or fail to return any book taken from tho library, he 
shall forfeit and pay to the librarian, for the use ojf tho library, the damage thereto, 
including costs and reasonable counsel fees for collecting tho same, to be recovered 
in an action in the name of the Territory in any court of competent jurisdiction; 
and it shall be the duty of the librarian in behalf of the. Territory to commence suit 
for tho collection of all such forfeitures and all fines. 

Sec. 8. The librarian shall on or before the twentieth day of December in each 
year report to tho governor tho condition of the library, stating the number of 
volumes contained therein, the number of volumes purchased during the last year 
and the cost thereof, the number of volumes received by donation, the number of 
volumes injured or not returned, if any, and the amounts received in compensation 
therefor, and such suggestions and further information as may be deemed by him 
desirable. 

Sec. 9. The sum of five hundred dollars per annum is hereby appropriated and 
ordered paid out of tho Territorial treasury, in tho usual manner, to be used by the 
board of control of the library, in the payment of the librarian for services, and of 
rent for rooms in which to keep tho library. Tho sum of three hundred dollars is 
hereby appropriated and ordered paid in the usual manner out of the Territorial 
treasury, for the preparation and printing of a catalogue of the Territorial library, 
under direction of the board of control. 

Sec. 10. The sum of three thousand dollars is hereby appropriated and ordered 
paid out of the Territorial treasury in the usual manner, to be used by the board of 
control of the library for tho purchase of cases and such new and additional volumes 
for tho use of the library as the said board of control may consider advisable. 

Sec. 11. It shall bo the duty of the librarian to makeout a written catalogue, con- 
veniently arranged in alphabetical order, and cause the same to be printed and dis- 
tributed to the officers entitled to the use of such library, of all books, pamphlets, 
maps, charts, globes, papers, apparatus, and valuable specimens in the library, adding 
thereto as tho library is increased; which catalogue shall bo kept for the use of those 
authorized to use books. He shall also make out and placo in some conspicuous place 
a copy of the rules and regulations of the library. 

Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the librarian to cause every book in the library to 
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be labeled with printed or stamped label containing the words "Utah Territorial 
Library," and also cause the same words to bo written or stamped on the thirtieth 
pa^e of each volume. 

Skc. 13. The board of control of the library may sell or exchange any surplus or 
duplicate sets of reports or law books in the library, and use the money arising from 
such sale in purchasing other law books or reports for the library. 

8ec. 14. If the librarian shall permit or allow any person not authorized by this 
act to take a book from the library, he shall be liable, upon conviction thereof, to 
pay a lino of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars for each book so taken. 
All lines and forfeitures collected shall be used for the benefit of the library according 
to the best judgment of the board. 

Sec. 15. If any person not authorized by this act shall take a book from the library, 
either with or without the consent of the librarian, or violate any of the provisions 
of this act, he shall upon conviction thereof be fined in any sum not less than ten nor 
more than fifty dollars for each book so taken. 

Sec. 16. All acts or parts of acts superseded by or in conllict with the provisions 
of this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 17. This act shall take effect at twelve o'clock, noon, on the first day of April, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety. [Approved, March 
13, 1890. Laws of the Territory of Utah, 1890.] 

AN ACT to authorize cities and towns to establisli and maintain free public libraries and reading 

rooms. 

Be it enacted by the legislature of the State of Utah: 

Section 1 . That the city council of each city of the first and second class shall 
have power to establish ana maintain a public library and reading room for the use 
and benefit of the inhabitants of such city, and may levy a tax of not to exceed one- 
third of one mill on the dollar, annually, on all the taxable property in the city, such 
tax to bo levied and collected in like manner with other general taxes of said city, , 
and to be known as the library fund: Provided, That no such tax shall be levied in 
the first instance in any city of the first class until a petition, signed by at least one 
thousand qualified voters and property taxpayers, shall have been filed with the city 
council of such city, nor in any city of the second class,- until such a petition, signed 
by at least two hundred and fifty qualified yoters and property taxpayers, residents 
of such city, shall have been so filed. 

Sec. 2. When any city council in cities of the first and second class shall have 
decided to establish and maintain a public library and reading room, under this act, 
the mayor of such city shall, with tho approval of the city council, proceed to appoint 
a board of nine directors for same, chosen fromthe citizens at largo with reference to 
their fitness for such office; and not more than one member of the city council snail 
be at any one time a member of said board. 

Sec. 3^ Said directors shall hold office: One-third for one year, one-third for two 
years, and one-third for three years, from the first day of Julv following their 
appointment, and at their first regular meeting shall cast lots for the respective 
terms ; and annually thereafter the mayor shall, before the first of July of each 
year, appoint, as before, three directors to take tlio place of the retiring directors, 
who shall hold office for three years, and until their successors are appointed. The 
mayor may, by and with the consent of the city council, remove any director for 
misconduct or neglect of duty. 

Sec. 4. Vacancies in the board of directors, occasioned by removals, resignation, 
or otherwise, shall be reported to tho city council, and be filled in like manner as 
original appointments, and no director shall receive any compensation. 

Sec. 5. Said directors shall, immediately after appointment, meet and organize by 
tho election of one of their number as president, and by the election of such other 
officers as they may deem necessary. They shall make and adopt such by-laws, 
rules, and regulations for their own guidance and for the government of the library 
and reading room as may be expedient not inconsistent with this act. They shall 
have the exclusive control of the expenditure of all moneys collected to the credit 
of the library fund, and of the construction of any library building, and of tho 
supervision, care, and custody of the grounds, rooms and building constructed, 
leased, or set apart for that purpose: Provided, That all moneys received for such 
library shall bo deposited in the treasury of said city to the credit of the library 
fund, aud shall be k-ept separate and apart from other moneys of such city, and 
drawn upon by the proper officers of such city upon the properly authenticated 
vouchers of the library board. Said board shall have power to purchase or leaso 
grounds, to lease or erect an appropriate building or buildings for the use of said 
library, to appoint a suitable librarian and necessary assistants, to fix their compen- 
sation, to remove such appointees at will, and in general to carry out the spirit and 
intent of this act in establishing and maintaining a public library and reading room. 
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Sec. 6. Every library and reading room established nudor this act shall be for- 
ever free to the use of the inhabitants of the city where located, subject, however, 
to such reasonable rules and regulations as the library board may adopt in order to 
render the use of said library and reading room of the greatest henofi t to the greatest 
number; and said board may exclude from the use of said library and reading room 
any and all i)er8ous who shall wilfully violate such rules. Said board may extend 
the privileges and use of such library and reading room to persons residing outside 
of such city, but in the State, upon such terms and conditions as said board may 
from time to time by its regulations prescribe. 

Sec. 7. The said board of directors shall make, on or before the second Monday in 
June, an annual report to the city council, stating the condition of their trusts on 
the first day of June of that year, the various sums of money received from the 
library fund and from other sources, and how such moneys have been expended, 
and for what purposes; the number of books and periodicals on hand; the number 
added by i)urcha8e, gift, or otherwise, during the year; the number lost or missing: 
the number of visitors attending; the number of books loaned out, and the general 
character and kind of such books, with such other statistics, information, and sug- 
gestions as they may deem of general interest. All sucli portions of said report as 
relate to the receipt and expenditure of money, as well as the number of books oil 
hand, books lost or missing, and books purchased, shall be verified by affidavit. 

Sec. 8. The city council of said city shall have power to pass ordinances imposing 
suitable penalties for the punishment of persons committing injury upon such library 
or the grounds or other property thereof and for injury to or failure to return any 
book belonging to such libraries. 

Sec. 9. Any person desiring to make donations of money, personal property, or 
real estate for the benefit of such library shall have the right to vest the title to 
the money or real estate so donated in the board of directors created under this act, 
to bo held and controlled by such board, wheu accepted, according to the terms of 
the deed, gift, devise, or bequest of such property; and as to such property said 
board shall bo held and considered to be special trustees. 

Sec. 10. When fifty legal voters of any city of the third class or any town shall 
present a petition to the recorder or clerk of such city or town asking that an annual 
tax be levied for the establishment and maintenance of a free public library in such 
city or town, and shall specify in their petition a rate of taxation not to exceed one 
mill on the dollar, such recorder or clerk shall, in the next legal notice of a regular 
biennial election in such city or town, give notice that at such election every 
elector who shall have paid a property tax therein in the year next preceding such 
election may vote ''For a mill tax for a free public library. Yes — No," specifying 
in such notice the rate of taxation mentioned in said petition ; and if the majority 
of all the votes cast in such city or town shall be ''for the tax for the free public 
library," the tax specified in such notice shall be levied and collected in like man- 
ner with other genei al taxes of said city or town, and shall be known as the "library 
fund :" Provided, That such tax shall cease in case the legal voters of any such city 
or town shall so determine by a majority vote at any biennial election held therein; 
and the corporate authorities of such cities of the third class and towns may exer- 
cise the same powers conferred upon corporate authorities of cities of the first and 
second class under this act. 

Sec. 11. At the same election that any city of the third class or town shall vote on 
the proposition to levy a tax and to establish a free public library there may be 
elected a library board of six directors, one- third for two years, one-third for four 
years, one-third for six years, and biennially thereafter there shall be elected two 
directors, who shall hold their oflice for six years, and until their successors are 
elected and qualified ; which board shall have the same powers as are by this act con- 
ferred upon the board of directors of free public libraries in cities of the first and 
second class, and said directors shall receive no compensation. 

Sec. 12. When the question of a tax for a library fund shall be submitted as pro- 
vided in section 10 of this act, ballots shall be prepared containing only the words, 

"For a mill tax for a free public library. Yes — No," and the names of the voters 

chosen for directors of such free public library; and a special ballot box shall be 
provided for the reception of such ballots. [Approved March 18, 1896. Laws of 
Utah, 1896, Chapter LIV.] 

VERMONT. 

AN ACT to promote tlie establisliment of free public librarlea. 

Section 1. The governor shall appoint five persons, residents of the State, who 
shall constitute a board of library commissioners. The governor shall designate the 
chairman thereof. One member of said board shall be appointed for the term of five 
years, one for four years, one for three years, one for two years, and one for one 
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year; aud tbereafter the term of office of the commissioucrs sliall bo five years. All 
vacancies on said board, whether occurring by expiration of term or otherwise, shall 
be lilled by the governor. 

Sec. 2. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may ask said board for 
advice in regard to the selection of books, the cataloguing of books, and any other 
matters pertaining to the maintenance or administration of the library ; and the 
board shall give such advice in regard to said matters as it shall find practicable. 
The board shall make a report of its doings biennially to the general assembly. 

Sec. 3. Said board shall expend, upon the application of the board of library 
trustees of auj town having no free public library owned and controlled by the 
town, a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for books for any such town entitled 
to the benefits of this act; such books shall be used by said trustees for the purpose 
of establishing a free public library, and said commissioners shall select and pur- 
chase all boolis so provided. 

Sec. 4. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of this act until such town has 
elected a board of library trustees and voted to instruct such board to make an 
ajiplication to the State board of library commissioners under this act, and until such 
trustees have provided in a manner satisfactory to the State board for the care, cus- 
tody, and distribution of the books furnished in accordance with this act. The pro- 
visions of number three of the acts of 1892 shall apply to the elections of boards of 
library trustees under this section and to said trustees when so elected. 

Sec. 5. Any town which has voted to instruct its library trustees to make an appli- 
cation to the State board of library commissioners under this act shall annually 
appropriate for the maintenance of its free public library a sum not less than fifty 
dollars if its grand list is ten thousand dollars or upward, or a sum not less than 
twenty- five dollars if its grand list is less than ten thousand dollars and not less 
than twenty-five hundred dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen dollars if its grand 
list is less than twenty-five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 6. No member of the State board of library commissioners shall receive any 
compensation, but the board may expend a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars 
annually for necessary expenses in the discharge of its duties, including all expenses 
for the transportation of books ; and all sums lawfully expended by said board under 
the provisions of this act shall bo paid from the State treasury. 

Sec. 7. Whenever any town shall have accepted the conditions prescribed in this 
act the State board of library commissioners shall so certify to the State Auditor, 
and he shall draw an order upon the treasurer payable to said commissioners for one 
hundred dollars, to be expended in the purchase of books as provided in this act. 

Sec. 8. The State board of library commissioners shall have the power to make 
such rules for their own government and for the care of the libraries which may be 
furnished by the State as they may deem expedient and not inconsistent with the 
laws of this State. 

Sec. 9. This act shall take efi'ect from its passage, and shall bo subject to future 
legislation to alter, amend, or repeal. [Ax>proved November 6, 1894.] 

Ko. 38.— AX ACT to facilitate the ostablislmiciit of free public libraries in cities, villages, and towns 

of this State by devise or endowment. 

Section 1. That whenever property, real or personal, has heretofore been or shall 
hereafter be devised or bequeathed by last will and testament, or granted, conveyed, 
or donated by deed or other instrument, to trustees, to be applied by them to the 
foundation and establishment in any of the cities, villages, and towns of this State 
of a free public library, it shall be lawful, when not otherwise provided in said will 
or otlier instrument of gift, for the acting trustees in any such case, in order to pro- 
mote the better establishment, maintenance, and management of such library, to 
cause to be formed a corporation under the provisions of this act, with the rights, 
powers, aud privileges hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 2. Such acting trustees may make, sign, and acknowledge before any officer 
authorized to take acknowledgments of deeds in this State and file in the office of the 
secretary of state a statement in writing in which shall be set forth the intent of 
such trustees to form a corporation under this act; a copy of the will or other instru- 
ment by which endowment of said library has been provided; the name adopted for 
the proposed corporation (which shall not be the name of any other corporation 
already existing) ; the city, village, or town in which the library and the principal 
place of business of the corporation will be located; the number of managers who 
may be denominated trustees, managers, or directors of the corporation ; and the 
names of the trustees, managers, or directors who are to constitute the original board 
of such officers, and who shall hold until their successors respectively are elected and 
qualified, as in this act provided. 

Sec. 3. Upon the filing in his office of such statement as aforesaid, the secretary of 
state shall issue to the incorporators, under his hand and the seal of State, a certifi- 
cate, of which the aforesaid statement shall be a part, declaring that the organiza- 
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tion of tlie corporation is perfected. Tlio incorporators shall tliereupou cause snch 
certificate to bo recorded in a proper record book for the purpose in the office of the 
county clerk of the county in which the said library is to bo located; and therenpon 
the corporation shall be deemed fully organized, and may proceed to carry out its 
corporate purposes, and may receive, by conveyance from the trustees under said 
•will, deed, or other instrument of donation, the i>roporty provided by will or other-r 
wise as aforesaid for the endowment of said library, and may hold the same in what- 
ever form it may have been received or conveyed by said trustees until such form 
shall bo changed by the action of said corporation. 

Si:c. 4. Organizations formed under tliis act shall bo bodies corporate and politic, 
to be known under the names stated in the respective certificates or articles of 
incorporation; and by such corporate names they shall have and possess the ordi- 
nary rights aud incidents of corporations, and shall bo capable of taking, holding, 
and disposing of real and personal estate for all purposes of their organization. The 
provisions of any will, deed, or other instrument by which endowment is given to 
said library and arcopted by said trustees, managers, or directors shall, as to such 
endowment, be a part of tho organic and fundamental law of such corporation. 

The trustees, managers, or directors of any such corporation shall compose its 
members, and shall not be less than five nor more than nine in number, shall elect 
tho ofTicers of tho corporation from their number, and shall have control and man- 
agement of its afTairs jwid property; may accept donations, aud in their discrotion 
hold the same in the form in which they are given, for all purposes of science, liter- 
ature, and art germane to the object and purpose of said corporation. They may 
fill by election, subject to the approval of tho chief justice for tho time being of 
the supreme court of A'ermont, vacancies occurring in their own number by death, 
incapacity, retirement, or otherwise, and may make lawful by-laws for the manage- 
ment of the corporation and of tho library, which by-laws shall set forth what offi- 
cers there shall be of the corporation and shall define and describe their respective 
duties. They may appoint and employ from timo to time such agents and employes 
as they may deem necessary for tho efficient administration and conduct of the 
library and other affairs of tho corporation. Whenever any trustee, manager, or 
director shall be elected to fill any vacaucy, a certificate under the seal of tho cor- 
poration, giving the name of tho person elected, shall be recorded in the office of the 
county clerk where the articles of incorporation are recorded. 

Whenever by tho provisions of such will, deed, or other instrument by which. 
endowment is created the institution endowed is declared to be and is free and 
public, tho library and other property of such corporation shall be forever exempt 
from taxation. 

The trustees, managers, or directors of such corporation shall, in the month of 
January in each year, cause to bo made a report to the governor of the State, for the 
year ending on tho 31st day of December preceding, of tho condition of the library 
and of the funds aud other property of the corporation showing tho assets and 
investments of such corporation in detail. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Approved Novem- 
ber 27, 1894.] 

No. 39. — Ai^ ACT to provide libraries with certain i)ublic docuraonts. 

Section 1. When a town Jias established a public library under the provisions of No. 
53 of the acts of 1892, said town may at any annual meeting vote to place in such 
library a copy of such documents and volumes heretofore received by said town for 
it or its town clerk's office, as it shall designate, and also a copy of such documents 
and volumes hereafter to be received from the State, except the Vermont reports and 
other books and documents provided by law to be kept in the town clerk^s office, as it : 
shall designate; the ownership of such books to continue in the town, but their use ' 
to be enjoyed by the library till said town shall otherwise vote. 

Sec. 2. Tho State librarian is directed to deliver to any town public library that 
shall have been voted by its town the use of books owned as above by the town such 
duplicate documents and volumes published or provided by the State as can in the 
judgment of the trustees of tho State library be delivered "without prejudice to the 
State library, said books to bo delivered upon application stating what books have 
already been received from the town, and the property in said books to remain in the 
State, but their use to be in tho public library to which they shall be delivered until 4 

the State librarian shall be directed by law to demand their return to tho State ^ 

library. 

Sec' 3. When a public library exists in a town and is not established under the 
provisions of said act No. 53 of 1892, said town may at any annual meeting by a two- 
thirds vote make the provisions named in section 1 of this act, in respect to uso by 
the library of books therein named owned by the town ; and in case of such voto tho 
provisions of section 2 of this act shall apply to such library the same as if it wero 
orgnnizedi under said act No. 53 of 1892. 
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Sfx*. 4. The clerk of cacli town, village, ami city in this State shall each year supply 
any library in tlio town or city in which he lives with two copies of the annual re- 
ports (if printed) of his town, village, or city; and shall also send to the State 
librjiry for its use two copies of the same. Said copies shall he so delivered hy the 
clerk within two weeks after reccii)t of such printed reports hy him. And officers 
making such printed reports are hereby directed to supply the town, village, or city 
clerk with the four copies necessary for him to comply with the provisions of this 
section. 

Sec. 5. The first three sections of this act shall apply to cities as well as towns. 
[Approved November 27, 1894. Laws of A'ermont, session of 1894.] 

VIRGINIA. 

The secretary of the Commonwealth to he general librarian, — He shall bo general libra- 
rian and have charge of the library fund. Ho shall account for, apply, and pay over 
all moneys which may come to his hands as librarian, and his official bond snail bo a 
security for the performance of all his duties both as secretary and librarian. 

Library fund, — The books and maps belonging to the State shall constitute the 
library fund, except such books or maps as may be appropriated in some way incon- 
sistent herewith. 

Donations from fund, — Out of the books and maps constituting the library fund 
such donations may from time to time be made to public libraries, learned societies, 
colleges, and other institutions as may T>e deemed advisable by the library committee 
hereinafter mentioned. 

The general librarian shall furnish the universities, and any incorporated college 
of the State in which a law school is established, and the College of AVilliam and 
Mary for its law school, and which has not heretofore been furnished, out of any sur- 
plus copies on hand, with one copy of Henning's Statutes, the journal, debates, and 
ordinances of the several State conventions, the journals of the senate and house of 
delegates, of the acts of assembly, and of the codes, and also eight copies of anj^ law 
reports on hand or which may hereafter be on hand, and every incorporated college 
and academy in the State with a copy of the maps. 

Books and maps to be sold. — All the rest of the books and maps constituting the said 
fund, except such as it may bo proper to have in the libraries belonging to the State, 
shall be sold. 

Hoto sold; prices. — From time to time he may place a reasonable number of copies 
of the reports of decisions, of the maps, and of any other books which may seem to 
him advisable in the hands of booksellers to bo sold upon a reasonable commission, 
selecting such booksellers as may seem to him best, and taking in every case an obli- 
gation from the bookseller, specifying the hooks and maps placed, in his hands, 
the prices at which they are to be sold, and for what commission, and binding him, 
when thereto required by the librarian, to account for the said books and maps, 
return such as may not have been sold, and jiay for those sold at the prices specified, 
after deducting the commission for selling. The librarian may himself sell any of 
the said books and maps or make exchanges thereof for other works. 

Library committee to fix prices of reports, — The library committee shall determine 
the i>rices at which the several volumes of reports of decisions of the court of appeals 
shall be sold and the amount of commissions to be allowed on such sales. 

Library committee^ its general duties; report, — ^A joint committee of the general assem- 
bly, to bo called the library committee, shall be appointed biennally, which shall 
have the direction of the library and library fond, may make such rules for the regu- 
lation of the library, not inconsistent with this chapter, and prescribe such penalties 
for violations thereof as may seem to it proper. The general librarian shjQl, annu- 
ally, make a report to this committee of his proceedings, stating therein, amon^ 
other things, in detail all purchases made, from whom made, and at what prices, aud 
render an account of the receipts and disbursements of the library fund. The com- 
mittee shall examine his accounts and proceedings, and determine the prices at 
which the books and maps constituting the library fund may be sold. A journal of 
the proceedings of the library committee shall bo kept by the general librarian, who 
shall act as its clerk, and the committee shall report fully to the general assembly. 

Additions to the State and law libraries. — There shall be annually procured such 
books in law, literature, science, and the arts and such maps and charts as it may- 
seem to the committee desirable to procure. After making the purchases necessary 
for the State library the committee shall cause to be purchased, out of the library 
fund, such books as may bo required by the judges for the law libraries at Staun- 
ton and Wy theville : Provided, That not more than three hundred dollars shall be 
ex))ended in any one year in the purchase of books for each of the libraries at said 
places. 

Historical works and relics, — The committee shall especially cause to bo procured 
from time to time as opportunity may offer a copy of any book, pamphlet, or mana« 
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script, work of art, or relic relating to the history of Virginia not now in the general 
library, which can be obtained on reasonable terms, and may cause to be printed 
any manuscripts relating to the history of Virginia which have not been published, 
including sucn portions of the executive journals and executive letter books and of 
the legislative papers as the committee may deem proper to print in the calendar of 
State papers, and sliall cause the legislative papers to be so priuted to be arranged 
for that purpose and preserved for reference. 

JAh'arian to make purchases. — The general librarian shall make such purchases and 
do such other things as the committee may direct within the scope of their powers. . 
And he shall have under his care, in the room provided therefor in the capitol, the 
general library and every thing therein. 

General Ubraryy when to he opened. — The general library shall be kept open every 
day in the year (Sundays and holidays excepted), such hours in each day as the 
library committee may direct. 

Doorhccpn' of library; his pay. — There shall be a doorkeeper of the general library, 
appointed by and removable at the pleasure of the secretary of the Commonwealth, by 
whom liis duties shall be prescribed. He shall receive for his services thirty dollars 
])er mouth, payable out of the x)ublic treasury ui)on the certificate of the secretary 
of the Commonwealth. 

Who may use the general library. — The judges of the court of appeals, the governor, 
attorney-general, reporter of the court of appeals, members of the general assem- 
bly, and such other ofllcers of government as the library committee may dee>a 
proper, shall be allowed to use the general library. And any of them may, under 
such regulations and penalties as the committee may jirescribe, take from the library 
any book, except such as the committee shall determine is necessary always to bo 
kept therein. 

In transmitting the above, Hon. John E. Massey, State superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction of Virginia, observes: **I regret to say that nothing, practically, has 
been done in this State looking to the organization of school libraries. In several 
of the cities some attention has been paid to the matter, but nothing like a move- 
ment has ever been made in the State, so far as I know. 

"The State constitution provides that *The board of education (State) shall pro- 
vide for uniformity of text-books and the furnishing of schoolhouses with such 
apparatus and library as may bo necessary, under snch regulations as may be pro- ^ 

vidod by law.' 

** The statute provides that ' uniformity of text-books and the furnishing of Bchool- 
honses with such apparatus and library as may be necessary shall bo provided for 
on some gradual system by the board of education. ''' 

WISCONSIN. 

AN ACT to promote the estaLlisliment ond efficiency of free public libraries in the State of 

AVisconsin. 

The peojyleof the State of Wisconsin , represented ni senate and assembly, do enact as 
follows: 

Section 1. The governor shall appoint two persons who, with the president of the 
University of Wisconsin, the State superintendent, and the corresponding secretary 
of the State historical society, shall constitute a State library commission. One of 
the members appointed by the governor shall be appointed for a term of five years, 
and tlie other shall be appointed for a term of four years. All subsequent appoint- 
ments shall be for terms of five years each, except appointments to fill vacancies. 
The commission shall annually elect a chairman and a secretary. 

Sec. 2. The commission shall give advice and counsel to all free libraries in the 
State, and to all communities which may propose to establish them, as to the best 
means of establishing and administering such libraries, the selection of books, cata- 
loguing, and other details of library management. The commission may also send 
its members to aid in organizing new libraries or in improving those already estab- 
lished. The commission shall make a biennial report to the governor, and one thou- 
sand copies of this report shall be published as other official reports are published. 

Sec. 3. No member of the commission shall receive any compensation for services 
as a member, but their traveling expenses in attending meetings of the commission ^ 

or in visiting or establishing libraries and other incidental and necessary expenses ^ 

connected with the work of the commission shall be paid: Provided, That the whole 
amount shall not exceed the sum of five hundred dollars in any one year. All bills 
incurred by the commission or by its members under this law shall be certified by 
the chairman and secretary of the commission to the secretary of state, who shall 
cause the same to bo paid from the State treasury, and there is hereby annually 
appropriated from the general funds in the State treasury, not otherwise appropri- 
ated, a sufficient sum to caiTy into effect the provisions of this act. 
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Sec. 4. This act shall take effect and bo in force from and after its passage and 
publication. [Approved Ainil 19, 1895. Laws of Wisconsin, 1895.] 

WYOMING. 

\ TERKITOKIAL LIBKARY. 

Section 1736. There shall be a Territorial librarian who shall be appointed by the 
goivernor of the Territory, by and with the consent of the legislative council/ who 
shall hold his oflfico for the term of two years, and until his successor is duly appointed 
and qualified. [C. L. 1876, ch. 110, $ 1.] 

Sec. 1737. The librarian shall have the charge and custody of all books, maps, 
papers, charts, engravings, paintings, and all other things properly belonging to the 
library, or directed to be deposited therein, and shall also keep a regular file of all 
newspapers published in the Territory which shall bo donated thereto. 

Sp:c. 1738. It shall bo the duty of the librarian to receive and transfer all books or 
documents sent by other States or Territories to the Territorial library from the i)ost- 
oflSce or other depot to which they may have been consigned, and to properly label 
and arrange them in the library. 

Sec. 1739. The Territorial librarian shall cause the receipt of each book, ma]>, or 
other document that may come into his possession toj^o acknowledged, and he shall 
keep a record of all books and documents so received, and shall rei)ort the same as 
provided by law. 

Sec. 1740. And the librarian shall have full power to make any rules and regula- 
tions proper and necessary for the preservation and increase of the library not incon- 
sistent with law, which the librarian shall in all cases observe, and to superintend 
and direct all expenditures and appropriations made for the library, under the super- 
vision and control of the judges of the supreme court. 

Sec. 1741. The librarian is hereby directed to exchange statutes, journals, legisla- 
tive documents, and other books with other legislative bodies and libraries, as he 
shall deem proper. 

Sec. 1742. It shall be the duty of the librarian to issue books upon the order of the 
chief justice or either of the associate justices of the Territory, or upon the order of 
the governor of the Territory : rrovidcOf That in each case said justices and governor 
j^ shall become responsible to the Territory of Wyoming for the return of said books in 

^ as good order as when they were taken from the library, and if any damage be doue 

said books, or they be lost, the librarian shall estimate the damage or value of said 
books, and, if necessary, recover the same of either the party authorizing the loan or 
the party receiving them, by civil process, in the name of the Territory of Wyoming. 

Sec. 1743. The librarian shall, on the first day of each regular session of the legis- 
lature, make a full and complete report of all receipts and expenditures, and of the 
condition of the library, and all other matters in relation thereto, for the Information 
of the legislative assembly. 

Sec. 1744. It shall be the duty of the librarian to issue a printed circular to the 
citizens of the Territory, inviting them to deposit in the Territorial cabinet such 
minerals and geological specimens as any citizen may find on his premises or in any 
portion of the Territory. 

Sec. 1745. Whenever any such specimens may be deposited in the cabinet it shall 
be the duty of tlio librarian to correctly label and classify each specimen, and to 
enter in the book kept for that purpose the name of the \louor and the character 
and quality of each specimen donated. 

Sec. 1746. The circular of the librarian will specify the kind and (juality of speci- 
mens desired, both in geology, mineralogy and fossils. 

Sec. 1747. The cabinet so collected shall be open for inspection of all jjcrsons, 
subject to the rules and regulations of the librarian for the proper preservation of 
such specimens, during the hours as provided by the library. 

Sec. 1748. It shall be the duty of the librarian to keep the library open from the 
hours of ten o'clock a. m. until twelve o'clock m, and from two o'clock i). m. until 
four o'clock p. m. on each day during the year, Sundays and holidays excepted. 

Sec. 1749. The librarian before he enters upon the discharge of his duties shall 

give a good and sufficient bond in the penal sum of five thousand dollars, to be 

^ approved by the governor, to be filed in his office, made payable to the Territory of 

* Wyoming, conditioned that he will faithfully discharge the duties of his office and 

( deliver over to his successor in office all books and pi'operty belonging to the library 

according to laws and such regulations as may bo adopted bj^ the legislative assembly. 

Sec. 1750. The compensation of the Territorial librarian and ex officio superin- 
tendent of public instruction shall be a salary of eight hundred dollars per annum, 
payable quarterly, which salary shall be in full for all services which he may per- 
form in said office. 

Sec. 1751. It shall bo the duty of the Territorial librarian to insure in some first- 
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class insuranco company an<l on tho best terms for the Territory the Territorial law 
library for a sum not less than twelve thousand dollars, the policy to run to the 
Territory of Wyoming. 

Skc. 1752. It shall bo tho duty of all officers and persons "who now have, or naay 
hereafter receive, any books, maps, charts, or other documents designed for the use 
of tho Territory of Wyoming to deposit the same immediately <m receipt thereof 
with tho Territorial librarian, to be by him placed in tho Territorial library. 

Skc. 1753. Tho Territorial librarian is hcrel>y authorized to sell all such copies of 
the compiled laws of Wyoming as may not bo needed for the use of the Territory 
to any person desiring to purchase the same for tho sum of one dollar ]>er volume, 
and the revenue arising from all such sales to bo reported to tho Territorial treasurer. 

Sec. 1751. All moneys received upon tho sale of said compiled laws shall be 
applied by the Territorial librarian to tho purchasing of books for the Territorial 
library, under the direction of the judges of tho supreme court. [Kevised Statutes 
of AVyoming, 1887.] 

COrXTV LIBIIAIIIKS. 

Sectiox 684. When tho county commissioners of any county have received proper 
and sutlicient guarantees, whether in tho form of ccmvoyances or bonds of citizens, 
or associations or corporations^ that a suitable place will be permanently furnislied 
for tho protection and use of a public library, as a condition precedent to their own 
action under the 2>rovisions of this section, it shall bo their duty to levy annually a 
tax of not less than one-eighth of a mill nor more than one-half of a mill on the dol- 
lar on all taxable property in the <'ouuty, for the' establishment and maintenance of 
a public library, to bo located at tho county seat of such county. 

i^KC. 085. Tho tax authorized by the preceding si^ction shall be levied and collected 
at the same time and in the same manner as oth<*r county taxes of such county are 
levied and collected, and the whole amount so collected shall be set apart and shall 
bo designated tho county library fund ; PvovUleilj That notliing herein contained shall 
bo construed into authorizing any additional levy to that now authorized by law. 

Se(.\ 686. Tho control and use of said library fund shall be intrusted by the county 
commissioners of any county to three competent and responsible citizens of the 
county, to bo appointed by said commissioners, and to constitute aboard of trustees 
for this purpose. As soon as appointed they shall incorporate as a body, with an 
appropriate name, they shall serve without compensation, and tho treasurer of the 
board shall give bonds, to bo approved by tho county commissioners, for the faithftd 
performance of his duties. It shall bo their duty, upon notificiition from tho county- 
commissioners that a library fund is at their disposal, to expend so much of the said 
fund as shall bo found available in the purchase of books for tho library herein 
provided to bo established: Providedy That the books so purchased shall bo of a kind 
best Buitetl to inform the mind and improve tho character of tho reader, that neither 
sectarian nor professional books shall be purchased out of such fund, and that not 
exceeding twonty-fivo per centum of such fund so expended shall be used for the 
purchase of works of liction. 

■ Sec. 687. Tho said board of trustees is authorized to receive donations of real estate, 
money, or books in aid of tho establishment or maintenance of tho library, for which 
said trustees are hereby made responsible, and as trustees of tho donor shall care- 
fully observe tho conditions accompanying every such gift, and if any incorporated 
literary or library association shall donate to such county library property equal in 
value to one thousand dollars, or shall annually contril)uto to its resources a sum 
exceeding two hundred and fiftj' dollars in money, such association shall be entitled 
to name one person to be an associate member ot said board of trustees, who shall 
have all tho rights, privileges, and responsibilities of tho other members thereof. 
When no provision can be made for otherwise furnishing the library with the neces- 
sary accommodations for its books and other publications without expense to the 
library fund arising from the public tax, it shall be tho duty of the board of school 
trustees or directors of the school district embracing tho county seat to provide 
accommodations for them in tho best-situated school building over which such board 
of school trustees have control. The board of trustees shall also appoint a compe- 
tent person to have tho immediate charge of the library, with such duties and com- 
pensation for services as they shall lix and determine. 

Sec. 688. Every library established and maintained under tho provisions of this 
chapter shall be forever free to all residents of the county to which it belongs, on the 
condition that such persons comply with such rules and regulations for the safety 
and management of the library as the board of trustees shall prescribe, which rules 
and regulations may bo enforced by legal proceedings in a court of competent juris- 
diction: Provided, That in tho management of tho library, tho best possible provi- 
sion shall be especially made for tho convenient uso of the books thereof by tho 
residents of such county residing out of tho town wherein tho library is situated. 





'"^^^HR^&U^^HHGBHfiElC^PK^S 






* 

V' 

V7- 




r li 










^^^ 


^^ 


■ ' 


'™ 



